NEW BEGINNINGS SERIES

A discipleship course for New Christians
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LESSON 1: ASSURANCE
The word assurance speaks of reassurance that you are saved because of your decision to trust Christ. First, let’s go over some basics with you to reiterate what you have already learned and have accepted, looking up the following verses in your King James Bible:
1. You are a sinner—Romans 3:23
2. Sin is breaking God’s law—1 John 3:4
3. You know what sin is by knowing God’s law—Romans 3:20

4. Everyone has sinned—Romans 3:10-18, 23

5. You deserve to die in Hell for your sins—Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:8; Galatians 3:10
6. God does not want anyone in the world to go to Hell and be separated from Him for all eternity—2 Peter 3:9
7. God Himself became a man and died on a cross for you—Galatians 3:13
8. God did this because He loves you—Romans 5:8-9; John 3:16; Ephesians 2:4
9. He rose from the dead three days after He died—John 2:19-21; Mark 8:31
10. If you believe that Jesus Christ died for your sins and rose again three days later, then all God wants you to do is have enough faith in Him to trust Him with saving your soul. –Romans 10:9-13; John 11:25-27; Luke 23:42-43; Psalms 2:12; 16:1; 25:20; 31:1; 71:1; Isaiah 30:18
So far we see that salvation is pretty clear cut and dry. Some people say that they must work to earn it, or work to keep it, but then why did Jesus have to die? Christ made it very easy for you. He made it so easy that there is no excuse for anyone who will not place their full faith and trust in Him to be saved.
You are not basing your salvation on what some man says, but on what God says. You are resting in God’s promise to you. God promised that IF you will call upon His name for salvation, THEN He will save you. It is a conditional promise. If you call, He will save. Let us look at a few verses that show our salvation does not rest in good deeds or religion, but in our faith in Jesus Christ:
“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;”—Titus 3:5 
“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.” –Ephesians 2:8-9  
“He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son. 11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12  He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13  These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.”—1 John 5:10-13. 
“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come 39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” –Romans 8:38  
“For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that day.”—2 Timothy 1:12  
I hope you understand that by the Word of God, you are saved forever and nothing can change that. No matter how bad you are you are still a child of God. That does not give you an excuse to do bad things; it just means that when you slip up, you are forgiven already. Knowing we are saved and having full assurance will enable us to become better Christians and Christian workers. You will feel more confident when talking with someone about Christ after you have it settled in your heart that you have put your trust in the True and Living God. You can be a bold witness and a great testimony for God when you know you are one hundred percent sure of your salvation. No longer will you live in fear, but in power, love and a sound mind. 
Memory Verse: “And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”—John 10:28. 
Chapter Review: 

1. What does God pronounce all men are in Romans 3:23? 
a. ______________________________

2. How does one become a Christian? _______________________________________________________________________
3. Instead of trusting in our good deeds, what are we supposed to trust in for our eternal salvation? _____________________________________________________
4. What does the word “eternal” mean? _________________________________________
5. According to Romans 8:38-39, what can take us away from God’s love? _______________________________________________________________________
6. What is the Christian’s salvation based on? ____________________________________
7. What did Paul say that he was fully persuaded of in his letter to Timothy? ______________________________________________________________________
8. What kind of promise is God’s promise in relation to our salvation? ______________________________________________________________________
9. There are three things mentioned in Titus 3:5 in regards to how God saved us, what are they?
a. ________________________________________

b. ________________________________________

c. ________________________________________

10. Why did God’s Son die on the cross for us? _______________________________________________________________________
11. What verse tells us that God does not want anyone to be separated from Him in a place called Hell? ________________________________________
12. How do we know what sin is? _____________________________________________
13. Why does God want us to have assurance of our salvation? ______________________________________________________________________
14. Discuss any further questions you may have concerning your assurance. 
LESSON 2: BAPTISM 
As a new Christian, you are probably wondering what Baptism is all about. Many people have different ideas and concepts about Baptism. The Catholics believe it is a sacrament (something necessary for salvation), and many protestants believe it is performed by sprinkling, but what is it really? We will base our study of Baptism solely out of God’s Word and what it says. This will be a simple lesson, nothing too in-depth. It will help you understand why it is an important step in a Christian’s life. 

Definition: Baptism comes from a Greek Word called Baptizo. It means to “Immerse” or to “dunk” or to “fully whelm.”
There are nine different baptisms mentioned in the Bible, but the main one we will concentrate on here is the ordinance of Christian, or “believer’s baptism.”  
THE CANDIDATE: 
“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. 39 And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing.”—Acts 8:36-39. 
Who is eligible for baptism? This is a question asked by many today. Some believe it is necessary for salvation, but according to the Word of God, you must be saved PRIOR to being baptized. That is why we call it “believer’s baptism.”  The requirement for being baptized according to Philip is to have first put your faith and trust in Christ as described in the Gospel. This Eunuch was taught by Philip in the previous few verses that Jesus Christ was the Messiah and that He suffered and died to pay for the sins of the world. This was the message of the scripture in Isaiah chapter fifty three that the eunuch was reading and could not understand. Only one who has professed faith in Christ (one who is saved; one who is born again) may be baptized. The term saved (John 3:16-18) and Born again (John 3:3) are synonymous with each other.
THE PICTURE: 
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.”—1 Corinthians 15:1-4
BAPTISM PICTURES THE DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST.
A Christian is baptized (Immersed) in water. He pictures dying, being buried, and rising again just as Jesus died for our sins, was buried and rose again the third day. It looks at Christ from three major aspects. First, as discussed, it looks at His past and finished work for us that He did on the Cross when He died for our sins, was buried and rose again on the third day.  
The second aspect, which we have not yet discussed, looks at Christ in the present. It deals mainly with us. “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”—Galatians 2:20. 
“(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)”—2 Corinthians 5:7. 
“Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.”—Romans 6:4-7. When we get baptized, we are telling the world several things. One of which is that we are willing and ready to bury the old life and sins that we used to do, and raise again to walk in newness of life, no longer to serve the sin that held us so long in captivity, but to serve the true and Living God in all holiness and sobriety. Baptism therefore is nothing to be taken lightly. One should understand the meaning of baptism prior to getting baptized. I do not mean one has to go through an intense study of it, but knowing the basics and having any questions answered will suffice. Hopefully this lesson should answer all the questions you might have as to what baptism is. 
The third aspect we must consider is that baptism pictures Christ’s future work for all who have trusted Him as Saviour. I speak of an event known as “The Rapture.”  Jesus promised that one day He would come back and receive all His believers. God’s promise to every Christian is that one day our very physical bodies will be redeemed (bought back from slavery, that is, of sin) and changed from a vile body that corrupts (dies) into a glorious body that will never die. This body will be like the body Jesus resurrected with. When Jesus died, He died in flesh and blood, but when He rose from the grave, He rose with flesh and bone. All His perfect, sinless blood was spilt on the altar of God in Heaven to atone for our sins. One day, when God catches us away (raptures us), He will make us flesh and bone like Christ. We will receive a glorified body that cannot sin, neither can it die. It will live forever as we will live forever. Only God has the power to do something like that. Let us now review some scripture. 

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 

“35 ¶But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?

36 Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die:

37 And that which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other grain:

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.

39 All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.

40 There are also celestial bodies, and bodies terrestrial: but the glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terrestrial is another.

41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.

42 So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption:

43 It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power:

44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

45 And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.

46 Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

47 The first man is of the earth, earthy: the second man is the Lord from heaven.

48 As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

49 And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.

51 ¶Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.

54 So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.

55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?

56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 ¶Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

“Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.”—Luke 24:39. 
“For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21  Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.”—Philippians 3:20-21. 
“For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. 16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”—1 Thessalonians 4:15-18. 

“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26  And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.”—John 11:25-27. 

Baptism pictures the past, present and future work of Christ. It shows others that you have accepted the sacrifice of Christ and His work on the Cross into your life and heart. It shows others that you are presently crucifying yourself with Christ and wish to bury the old man of sin, ready to resurrect into a new person and walk as a child of God. Lastly, it points to the fact that one day we will be raised incorruptible. Our very bodies will be changed into an incorruptible body to be reunited and bonded with our spirits and souls in Heaven. 
BAPTISM IS ALSO LIKE A WEDDING RING
When a bride gets engaged and married to someone, she proudly wears her ring. The ring is a symbol of the spouse’s love commitment to that woman. It generally consists of a diamond. A diamond is the hardest rock on this earth. It cannot be broken. If the marriage is built upon Jesus Christ this symbolizes Jesus Christ as the Solid Rock of their relationship. It also symbolizes that the love and commitment for that spouse cannot be broken and his love is solid for her. The ring itself is also a symbol as it goes around and around forever. There is no end and no beginning just as Christ does not have an end or a beginning. The relationship will last forever and the solid Rock of Jesus Christ is in the middle of that relationship. 
The Bible calls us the “Bride of Christ” as believers. For the purpose of not getting off track from the subject of baptism, this doctrine of “The Bride of Christ” will only be covered with a few verses to show the reader that there is biblical validity to it. 

“For as a young man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so shall thy God rejoice over thee.”—Isaiah 62:5. 

“He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.”—John 3:29. 

“Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.

25  Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it;

26  That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word,

27  That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.

28  So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

29  For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church:

30  For we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.

31  For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.

32  This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

33  Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.”—Ephesians 5:24-33. 
Because we are the bride of Christ, God has given us a wedding ring. Spiritually speaking, that wedding ring is the Holy Spirit, but only God can see that. Therefore, He gave us something we could see, and that is baptism. Baptism is like our wedding ring, proudly displayed before all who see us. It is our identification with Christ. We are baptized into the Christian faith through immersion, because only immersion can properly depict the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Those who baptize by immersion, and do not believe in the resurrection of the dead (such as the modern day Sadducees called the Jehovah’s Witnesses) have a witness against themselves since coming out of the water pictures a resurrected body. 
“The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.

27 For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.

28 And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

29 Else what shall they do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the dead?

30 And why stand we in jeopardy every hour?

31 I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily.

32 If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die.”—1 Corinthians 15:26-32.  
Paul told us that death itself will be destroyed. That means there will be a resurrection. Not only so, but he showed us that baptism is a picture of that resurrection when we come up out of the water. Why are we baptized if the dead do not rise at all? There is no point to resurrecting out of the water if we will not be raised again to new life in the future. We might as well stay down in the water and drown if our belief is that the dead do not rise. That would be a truer picture according to the beliefs of those who do not believe in a resurrection. However, there is going to be a resurrection and we do come up out of the water. 
Our wedding ring to be displayed here on earth is Baptism and we should be proud to do it. We are espoused to our new Husband Jesus Christ and as good brides, we should wear our rings. 
BAPTISM IS ALSO LIKE A UNIFORM
In the military, you must wear a uniform in order to serve and work. The Bible calls us soldiers of Christ. 
“Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4  No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.”—2 Timothy 2:3-4. 
Ephesians 6:10-18
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.

11  Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.

12  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.

13  Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

14  Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness;

15  And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace;

16  Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked.

17  And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God:

18  Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints;”
Baptism is part of putting on “The Breast plate of Righteousness.” The breast plate of righteousness speaks of walking a walk in this life according to the Bible. Baptism is the first step for a new believer to living a righteous life as he buries the old man of sin and rises again to walk in newness of life. “He that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be known.”—Proverbs 10:9.  He is telling the world and the church that he is willing to walk as God wants him to walk—righteously. The Christian life is a WAR ZONE, not a PLAY GROUND. A Christian soldier cannot serve God in the army of God without wearing his uniform. Therefore, put on the breastplate of righteousness as a good soldier or you will be struck down by the enemy (the Devil) here on earth.  He will ruin your testimony by striking you where it can kill you and you are unprotected by the breastplate of righteousness (your heart). 
“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”—Philippians 4:8. 
“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”—Proverbs 4:23. 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”—Mark 16:16. 
“Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.”—Proverbs 28:18. 
Proverbs 28:18 defines for us what Mark 16:16 means. The first part of Mark 16:16 coincides with the first part of Proverbs 28:18. 
“He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;…” 
“Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved:…”
The second part of Mark 16:16 coincides with Proverbs 28:18. 
“…but he that believeth not shall be damned.”—Mark 16:16
“…but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.”—Proverbs 28:18. 

Thus, the breastplate of righteousness has to do with guarding your heart so that you can walk a righteous walk according to the Bible with a clean mind. It is easier to avoid temptation when your mind and heart are clean, thinking on the pure things of God. If you are not walking with the breastplate of righteousness, your heart is not guarded and is open for attack by the Devil. A believer who desires to be baptized with a heart of faith will rise again to walk in newness of life and will bury the old man of sin. He will walk a righteous walk and guard his heart by not doing things that will make his heart subject to meditating on sinful activities (like watching wicked things on television, or listening to wicked music). “I will set no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me.”—Psalms 101:3. 
The Place: 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”—Matthew 28:19-20. 

“And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized.”—John 3:23. 
One might ask, “In what place am I to be baptized, and in what manner?” The Bible gives us explanation concerning everything. God would not give us a command without giving us the explanation on how to carry out that command. To this end, let us see from the above texts the answer to our questions. 

BAPTISM IS GIVEN TO THE LOCAL CHURCH AS AN ORDNANCE. 

When we are being baptized, we must recognize that Jesus gave command to His disciples to do the work of it. His disciples assemble at the local church. While the disciples of Christ are the church, they gather together locally to worship Him and to carry out His Great Commission (To preach the gospel and baptize believers). It is the church that has been given the authority to baptize and therefore it is the church that elects a representative to carry out the work. Usually it is the Pastor that baptizes people, but many times the church may give authority to one of its members, like an evangelist, a teacher, a deacon, or an elder. In any case, the baptism is performed under the authority of that local church. If your baptism was done in a place that was not under the authority of a local New Testament church, then that baptism has no authority and you should be re-baptized. For more understanding about the local church, refer to lesson four, “The Local Church.”
We also notice that baptism is to be performed in the name of the FATHER, SON AND THE HOLY GHOST. The term, Holy Ghost and Holy Spirit are synonymous with one another and could be used interchangeably. The reason why it is done in the name of the Father, Son and the Holy Ghost, is because of a doctrine that we as Baptists know as “The Trinity of God,” whereby we believe that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all one in the same (not just in essence). They are all three God and co-equal with one another. The Father in Heaven, The Son of God, and The Holy Spirit all bear witness that you are a child of God and all approve of your salvation (1 John 5:7 KJV). Therefore, those who are viewing your baptism will see that they have access to the Father the same way you have access to the Father, through the Son’s sacrifice on the cross, and through the power of the Holy Ghost. Whether they are Jew or Gentile, there is one Lord (The Father, Son and Holy Ghost), one Faith, and one baptism. 
“There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”—Ephesians 4:4-6. 

“For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.”—Galatians 3:26-28. 
Baptism is done by full immersion in the name of the Father because we become His sons by faith in Christ. It is done in the name of Jesus because it is the faith of Christ that we are identifying with. It is done in the name of the Holy Spirit, because it is the Spirit that beareth witness upon this earth as to Christ because the Spirit is truth (1 John 5:6). Since all three are God, all three speak the truth and all three must be represented (John 14:6; Titus 1:2). 
The Time: 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED, OR AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
“Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”—Acts 2:41. 
There is no question that throughout the book of Acts, believers in Christ were baptized right away. They were baptized that SAME DAY (Acts 2:41) or that SAME HOUR (Acts 16:33) or STRAIGHTWAY (Acts 16:33). All this is always done AFTER salvation and NEVER BEFORE it. If you were baptized prior to salvation, then you must be baptized again according to the Bible. There is no specific time for the believer to be baptized other than as soon as possible after salvation. This author took three months before being baptized. I was cautious in my new faith and did not know the importance of it. However, once I understood how important it was, I immediately sought the Pastor of my church and arranged a suitable date. 
HOMEWORK:
Read Acts 8:34-40 and answer questions:

1) According to Acts 36-37, what is the sole requirement for being baptized?
a. _________________________________________________________
2) According to verse 38, who went into the water? 
a. _________________________________________________________
3) According to John 3:23, how much water is required to baptize someone, a little or a lot?
a. _________________________________________________________
4) According to 1 Corinthians 1:17, does baptism have anything to do with the gospel?
a. _________________________________________________________
5) What conclusion can you draw from question #4?
a. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Memory verse: “For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.”—1 Corinthians 1:17.
Discussion:  Discuss any questions or comments.
LESSON 3: Water Baptism Cannot Save Us from Our Sins

Lesson: Why physical, water Baptism cannot take us from earth to Heaven, but can allow us to have a little slice of Heaven on Earth

This lesson is a little bit of a deeper study on baptism. There are many religious organizations who believe that baptism is a requirement to take you to Heaven. Some believe it will wash away your sins. This has led to pedo-baptism (infant baptism). Some believe it is to be done with a confession of faith, and that the baptism seals your salvation (Baptismal Regeneration). However, most, if not all of these kind of religions believe that one can lose one’s salvation by living a wicked life and that salvation must be gained again. However, they do not offer a second baptism to accompany this salvation. Their doctrine therefore can be easily seen as faulty. As we saw in our first lesson, one cannot lose his salvation, and that salvation is granted to us by our faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. In this lesson, we will see how baptism is not part of our salvation (Heavenly), but does play a large part in our earthly walk with God. 
It is belief in the Gospel that saves us from our sins

“In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise,”—Ephesians 1:13. 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”—Romans 1:16. 

“And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31 And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”—Acts 16:30-31. 
“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:”—John 11:25. 
The Gospel (good news) is the DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURRECTION OF JESUS CHRIST.  
“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures: 5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: 6 After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep.  7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.”—1 Corinthians 15:1-8. 
According to God’s Word, the gospel saves you from your sins. It is PREACHED to us and we must BELIEVE it. The gospel preached is the DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION of Jesus Christ. Nowhere in this chapter does it say that baptism is a part of the gospel that we must believe. We must believe in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ if we are to be saved. 
THE GOSPEL HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH BAPTISM AND IS LISTED AS A SEPARATE ENTITY OF IT. 
“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect. 18 For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.”—1  Corinthians 1:17-18.
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.”—Romans 1:16.
According to God’s Word, Baptism is listed as a separate thing from the gospel. Paul was emphatic about the fact that his role was not to baptize people, but to see people saved by preaching the gospel! When people believe the gospel they are saved from the wrath to come, and that gospel is the preaching of the Cross—the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The only requirement to becoming a saved child of God is believing in the finished work of the Cross. Baptism is a work that comes after salvation, not to keep or seal it (for we are sealed by the Holy Ghost—Ephesians 4:30), but to display your love and obedience to God in the sight of man (Acts 16:15). 
We must also take note that Jesus Himself never baptized anyone, yet all those who sought salvation from their sins came to Him. Because salvation was given by Jesus through faith in Him and baptism was never included, we can therefore conclude that salvation is a work of God, while preaching and baptism is a work for God’s church. 
“When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John, 2 (Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,) 3 He left Judaea, and departed again into Galilee.”—John 4:1-3. 
“And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”—Luke 23:41-43. (Notice the requirement for this man to go to paradise with Christ was a simple act of faith. He had to simply believe that Jesus was the Righteous Messiah).
“When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26  But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.”—Matthew 19:25-26. 
“Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah.”—Psalms 3:8
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:”—Matthew 28:19. 
Notice by the above verses that God does the saving, while His church does the preaching and baptizing. Jesus told His disciples that it is impossible for men to save other men or to save themselves. This means that any priest who takes part in baptism for the work of salvation is blaspheming against the Holy Ghost, for that priest would be on equal footing with God. Any priest who baptizes for salvation becomes that person’s savior and makes himself a god. At the same time we see that Jesus gave His church the job of baptizing people. Since baptism cannot save us from our sins, it was therefore biblical and right that His people should do it to identify with Him. 
Salvation is only through a heartfelt belief in Christ’s finished work on the Cross of Calvary and the fact that God raised Him from the dead (The Gospel). Baptism has no spiritual significance in regards to our salvation.
“But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, which we preach;

9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

11  For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed.

12  ¶For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.

13  For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”—Romans 10:8-13. 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 18 He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”—John 3:16-18
“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”—John 3:3.
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.”—1 John 5:1. 
“For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.”—1 John 5:4. 
BAPTISM IS A WORK OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
When Jesus was being baptized by John, He attributed that baptism as being a work of righteousness. 
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of him. 14 But John forbad him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me? 15 And Jesus answering said unto him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then he suffered him. 16  And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”—Matthew 3:13-17. 
We can see from Matthew 3:13-17 that baptism is indeed a work of righteousness. John was even humbled and told Jesus that he needed to be baptized by Him (The baptism of the Holy Ghost—Mark 1:8). The baptism of John was a work of righteousness that had to be fulfilled before Christ could start His earthly ministry. Anytime a MAN baptizes you it is a WORK OF MAN, but when God baptizes you (Baptism of the Holy Spirit) it is a WORK OF GOD. Man’s works cannot save us from our sin debt; that is a work only God can perform. 
“Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.”—Galatians 2:16. 

“Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; 6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;”—Titus 3:5-6. 

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.”—Ephesians 2:8-9. 
Always keep in mind that there are TWO kinds of salvations mentioned in the scripture—NOT ONE

· PHYSICAL SALVATION (Earthly)—Genesis 32:11; Exodus 18:4

· SPIRITUAL SALVATION (Heavenly)—Romans 10:9-13; 5:8-9

PHYSICAL SALVATION

Those who are in danger here on earth may call upon God for deliverance from their troubles. Have you ever been in danger before and asked for God’s help? Most people have. However, if you have not, then perhaps one day you will. The Bible is full of examples of people who have been in trouble and have called upon God to save them from that trouble. “Deliver me from the oppression of man: so will I keep thy precepts.”—Psalms 119:134. 
“Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man: preserve me from the violent man;”—Psalms 140:1. 
“Attend unto my cry; for I am brought very low: deliver me from my persecutors; for they are stronger than I.”—Psalms 142:6. 
The word “delivered” means “saved.” “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.”—Joel 2:32. 
“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”—Acts 2:21.
“For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”—Romans 10:13. 
When you get baptized, you are telling everyone, especially the church that you are a repentant sinner. You are willing to bury the old man of sin and rise again to walk in newness of life, just as Christ was raised after He was buried. (Romans 6; Galatians 2:19-20) No longer are you going to willfully commit sin, but you are going to stay away from the things that will hurt you. You are saving yourself from the earthly consequences of sin when you abstain from sin altogether.

“And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation.”—Acts 2:40. Peter preached that the people should “save themselves.” Was he preaching a works salvation? No, he did not stop at “save yourselves.” He continued with “from this untoward generation.” He spoke of saving themselves, not from their sins, but from the sinful generation that they lived in. Untoward means “Not toward God; away from God.” John the Baptist and Jesus called them a “generation of vipers” (Matthew 3:7; Matthew 12:34). While John the Baptist tried to warn the untoward generation to flee from the wrath to come in the next life, Peter was warning people to flee from the wrath of God here on earth. God judges sin here on earth. “Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed undefiled: but whoremongers and adulterers God will judge.”—Hebrews 13:4. 

“Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.”—Proverbs 28:18. (God judges sin while here on earth). 
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;”—Colossians 2:14. Saved believers are not judged for their sins in the next life, for that judgment was completed on the Cross, but they are judged for their sins in this life. This is called “chastisement” by our Heavenly Father. “And ye have forgotten the exhortation which speaketh unto you as unto children, My son, despise not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of him: 6 For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. 7 If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 8 But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. 9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 10 For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but he for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. 11 Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised thereby. 12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees; 13 And make straight paths for your feet, lest that which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it rather be healed. 14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:”—Hebrews 12:5-14. 

Answer: There are some passages of scripture that will render questions like this. However, when these passages are read in their proper context, there is can be no doubt as to what is being taught. We have already proven that baptism (of water) cannot save one’s soul from Hell because it is a work of righteousness. We will now gain a deeper understanding of some of these Bible passages and see that there are no contradictions being represented in the Bible. 
WHAT ABOUT 1 PETER 3:21?
READ 1 Peter 3:18-22 and Genesis 6-7 for context:
“For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit: 19 By which also he went and preached unto the spirits in prison; 20 Which sometime were disobedient, when once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, eight souls were saved by water. 21 ¶The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ: 22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being made subject unto him:”—1 Peter 3:18-22. 
Some people use this text to show that baptism does save us. There are several things to consider about this text, which when considered will show that this text does not teach baptismal regeneration. Let us first notice that this text is a comparison with Noah’s flood, which necessitates the fact that we should read Genesis chapter six and seven in order to get the biblical context of Noah’s flood. 
During the days of Noah’s flood, the earth was extremely corrupt with violence. Devils were possessing people and were marrying the daughters of men. They were having children that were possessed by devils. This was done to corrupt the blood line of the promised Messiah who would come from the seed of the woman (Genesis 3:15). Of all the men on earth at that time, Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD. Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations. God was sorry that He made man. 
Every imagination of man’s heart was evil continually. It is in our imaginations that we can see God by faith. God gave us the imagination in order to see the unseen. We cannot see an invisible God, but through the imaginations of our minds. However, the imaginations of man were corrupt according to their sinful nature. God told Noah that “the end of all flesh is come” before Him. He would destroy everyone except Noah and his family from the face of the earth. He would destroy the very animals He created, all except for the ones Noah brought to the ark.  After one hundred and twenty years of building the ark, God sent the flood waters to destroy the earth. The flood waters came and all men were destroyed, save Noah and his family. This is the context of Genesis chapter six and seven.
Now that we know the context, let us make some observations about our texts. First, all those who were baptized under the flood waters died, while those who were above the waters lived! It was only by the grace of God that Noah was on that ark. “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.”—Genesis 6:8. Noah was saved by grace, just as we are today. “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:”—Ephesians 2:8. The flood waters were a picture of baptism according to 1 Peter 3:21. Thus, we see that the baptismal waters that flooded the earth represented God’s judgment, not His grace.
There is a parenthetical statement in this verse that clarifies everything for us. “The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:”—1 Peter 3:21. There are two separate things mentioned in this parenthetical statement.
i. The putting away of the filth of our flesh…water baptism

ii. The answer of a good conscience toward God…repentance, or belief in the Gospel—God’s Word (As Noah believed in God’s Word)

Noah answered God in good conscience, unlike the sinners of his day. Noah SAVED HIMSLEF FROM HIS UNTOWARD GENERATION. The filth of the flesh was buried under water in Noah’s day when the filthy sinners drowned, but Noah found grace in the eyes of God (Genesis 6:5-9). Only the baptism of Christ (His death, burial and resurrection) saves us from our sins. It is that baptism where our sins were taken away and we live through Him. He died for our sins and was raised again for our justification (Romans 4:25).
Under the water means “death,” above the water means “life.” Those who were buried under the water died, but those who were under the grace of God were saved from His judgment.  

Baptism saves us from earthly judgments (as in Noah’s day), when we bury the old man of sin, and rise up a new man. We are saved from God’s judgment when we walk uprightly as Noah did. Notice also that God baptized people AND animals, and they all died. If people wish to use 1 Peter 3:21 as a means to justify baptismal regeneration, they then have a problem exegetically speaking (biblically) because the animals would have to be baptized as well and they would have to be saved the same way. Notice also that NO PERSON or ANYANIMAL ever rose again from the flood waters! The word baptism simply means “to be immersed, fully whelmed.” Every one, except for eight people was totally covered by water and died. There is nothing about rising again in the meaning of the word “baptism” other than the meaning we give to it as Christians concerning the resurrection of Christ. Christ was dead and buried, but it did not stop there. We are not saved by burying ourselves. We are saved by the resurrection of Christ. 
“And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward generation. 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.”—Acts 2:40-41. When God baptized the wicked people of the earth during the days of Noah, He saved Noah and his family from THEM (the people). The vile, filthy people were killed and only a righteous family lived. He was saved from his untoward generation, that is to say, he was delivered from a wicked society that hated God. 
There are NINE Baptisms mentioned in the Bible:

1. Baptism of the Jew (a cleansing ritual for Jews)—John 2:6; 3:25-26

2. Baptism of this world by water (Noah’s flood)—1 Peter 3:18-22; Genesis 6-7

3. Baptism of this world by fire (The cleansing of this earth, prophetic)—2 Peter 3:10-12

4. Baptism of John the Baptist (baptism of repentance, preparation for the coming Messiah)—Mark 1:4; Acts 13:24; 18:25; 19:4-5; 10:37; 11:16

5. Baptism of Jesus Christ (the Cross; Death, burial and resurrection)—Matthew 20-22-23; Mark 10:38-39

6. Baptism of the believer (Christian Baptism)—Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16

7. The Baptism of Israel unto Moses—1 Corinthians 10:1-2

8. The Baptism of the Holy Ghost (for believers; power after their salvation)—Matthew 3:11, 13-14; John 7:38-39; Acts 10:38-48; 11:13-18

· At the time of the Apostles, power was given to the apostles and to others (gentile believers) for the purpose of speaking in “tongues” (foreign languages). This happened as a result of being baptized by the Holy Ghost. This was necessary 

· The Baptism of the Holy Ghost is a GIFT to believers—Acts 11:13-18

· When Jesus ascended from Hell, He gave GIFTS unto men—Ephesians 4:4-13

· The gift of the Holy Ghost was to empower each believer to serve God in the local church in his own unique fashion. 

9. The Baptism of fire (for the unbeliever; prophetic; Hell; Lake of fire)—Matthew 3:11-12; Revelation 21:8; 20:11-15

Memory verse: “When his disciples heard it, they were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved? 26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.”—Matthew 19:25-26. 
Homework:
1. What are the nine baptisms mentioned in the Bible?

a. ________________________

b. ________________________
c. ________________________

d. ________________________

e. ________________________

f. ________________________

g. ________________________

h. ________________________

i. ________________________

2. Did people seek salvation from Jesus? ____________________
3. Did Jesus ever baptize anyone with water? __________________________

4. How many salvations are mentioned in the Bible? ____________________
5. Referring to question #4, what are they? (give bible references to go with the answer).

a. ___________________________---________________________________

b. ___________________________--- ________________________________

6. What saves us from our sins? ___________________________________________
7. What is the gospel? _______________   _______________   ____________________

8. What is salvation a work of? __________________________
9. What is preaching and baptizing new converts a work of? _________________________

10. What did Noah save himself from? ___________________________________________
11. What happened to all those who were baptized under the flood waters? _____________________________________________________________________
12. To be baptized simply means that you are being what? ___________________________
13. What verse defines Mark 16:16 for us (Page 14)? _______________________________

14. How was Noah saved from God’s judgment upon sin? __________________________
15. What does the baptism of the Holy Ghost do for the believer? ______________________
16. Which of the nine baptisms takes away our sins? ________________________________
17. Which baptism was a cleansing ritual (give bible verses)? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
LESSON 4: THE LOCAL CHURCH 
Introduction:  The purpose of this lesson is to give the new convert a basic understanding of what the church is, its purpose and what it is not.

WHAT IS A CHURCH? 
What is the church? What purpose does it serve? These are questions a lot of new Christians have. To this end, this lesson will give the reader a good understand of what the church is and why God gave it to us.  The church is a “called out assembly of God’s people.” Sound’s simple right? It is! But so many people have it mixed up. The word “church” is a combination of words. The root word in Greek is “Ekklesia”, which means “Assembly, or congregation.” The word “church” is derived from another Greek word called “Kuriakon,” which means “Belonging to the Lord.”  It is from these two words we begin to understand what a church is. It is a “called out assembly, belonging to the Lord.” 

Why did the translators of the King James Bible choose a transliteration word “Kuriakon” (church), instead of a direct translation of the word “Ekklesia” (assembly)? The translators wanted to distinguish God’s assemblies from the pagan assemblies. When you see the word “assembly” in the New Testament, it can be talking about any kind of an assembly based on the context, but the church assembly is distinguished. 

Instances in the Bible:
God’s Assembly: “Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”—Acts 2:47. Notice from this text a few things. It was the Lord that added to the church. Building the church is a work of the Holy Spirit of God. “Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain.”—Psalms 127:1. Those who try to build a church body without the help of God are laboring in vain. They might get a large crowd to gather at the church house, but their reward is only down here. Only what we do FOR Christ, IN Christ and THROUGH Christ will ever last for all eternity and earn us rewards in Heaven to lay at Jesus’ feet. 
Second, let us notice that the church (assembly of called out believers) grew daily. It was added to when the people got saved. This called out assembly was called out upon salvation (1 Peter 2:9; 5:10; 2 Peter 1:3). There is a movement in Baptist circles that states that in order to be a member of the church you must be baptized. While there is some truth to that, let me just clarify what is being said, lest you should believe a false doctrine that states that in order to go to Heaven you must be a member of the Baptist church. 
You are ADDED to God’s local assembly (His congregation of CALLED OUT believers) when you are saved. A new born believer may go to church and listen to the preaching of God’s Word. He is added to their assembly because anyone who is truly saved will desire to attend church services with other believers. However, if one desires to serve God and to vote in that local assembly, he must be baptized and a member of good standing. Any believer can come to church without being baptized and learn more about Jesus and worship Him, but those who have a desire to serve God within the local church must be baptized in obedience to Christ.  

“Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice.”—Psalms 50:5. 
The Old Testament wording for the New Testament wording of “church” is “congregation of saints” (Psalms 89:5; 149:1), “congregation of the righteous” (Psalms 1:5), “congregation of the people” (Psalms 107:32), “assembly of the elders” (Psalms 107:32), and “the congregation of the LORD” (Micah 2:5). Israel was called an “assembly of the congregation of Israel” (Exodus12:6; Numbers 8:9; 14:5), and the “assembly of the people of God” (Judges 20:2). A “saint” is one that has made a covenant with God through blood sacrifice, and a righteous person is one who has been given the imputed righteousness of God as a free gift (Psalms 50:5; Romans 5:17; Psalms 31:1). 
The word church is a newer Greek word for an older Hebrew concept. The concept of God’s called out assembly of people has always been around. In the Old Testament, the children of Israel assembled together in the synagogues and in the Tabernacle.  “This is he, that was in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received the lively oracles to give unto us:”—Acts 7:38. The context of Acts 7:38 is a reference to the Old Testament congregation of Israel before the time of Christ. The word “church” was used in its proper context because it is the Greek way to say “God’s called out assembly or congregation,” which at that time was Israel. 
The New Testament church has not replaced Israel as a Nation. There are movements out there called “British Israelism” and “replacement theology.” God is not through working with the Nation of Israel. However, we are living in an age of grace called “the church age,” whereby God is working through the people of His New Testament church, which is mostly comprised of Gentile believers. “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”—Acts 13:46. 
The Nation of Israel as a whole has rejected the gospel of Jesus Christ, but there are many individual Jewish men and women who have trusted Christ as their Messiah. They are also part of their local church. Jews and Gentiles are saved worship God the same way. They have the same baptism and the same God. “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; 5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.”—Ephesians 4:4-6. 
Israel was placed under the blood of the covenant before Christ. They had their sins atoned for every year by the high priest and would have several times during the year where they would offer other sacrifices. In the New Testament, those who are placed under the blood of the Lamb called Jesus Christ have their sins atoned for once and for all (Hebrews 10:9-12). Those who assemble together to worship Christ do so in a place called a local church, or a local body of believers, or the local church assembly. They are an assembly of called out believers, who are under the blood of the New Covenant (the blood of Jesus Christ). 
“To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God: 4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.”—Acts 1:3-4. 
“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.”—Acts 4:31. 

In both instances of Acts 1:4 and Acts 4:31 we see that the church body was simply called “an assembly.” They were “assembled together.” Because Jesus Christ was assembled with the disciples in Acts 1:4 and because those in Acts 4:31 were filled with the Holy Ghost (the third part of the God-head) we can easily conclude based upon the context that they were a called out assembly of believers—a church body. 
“And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”—Acts 11:26. Acts 11:26 uses the word “assembled” with the church in Antioch, Syria. One cannot assemble in a worldwide assembly. One has to assemble at a local assembly. One cannot go to work without first going to a local workstation to serve there. One cannot go to school without assembling at the local school, in a local classroom with a local student body. 
Here Saul assembled locally with the church in Antioch. Saul’s original church membership seemed to be at Jerusalem (Acts 9:26-27). Saul was also possibly at one time was a member of the church at Antioch (Acts 13:1). That is the place where he was ordained and called to the ministry. He was called and ordained out of a local church. When a believer is saved, he should go to his local church and assemble together with the people of that church whenever they are having church services. He should join himself to them not just by assembling there, but if that believer has not been baptized, he should do so as soon as possible. 
Pagan Assembly:
An assembly can be any number of things. We assemble for school, football, or any other event. On the flip side of the church assembly, there are times when people assemble, but are not of the people of God. The bible calls these pagan assemblies “the assembly of the wicked” (Psalms 22:16), “assembly of treacherous men” (Jeremiah 9:2), “assembly of mockers” (Jeremiah 15:17), “assembly of the heathen rulers” (Psalms 2:1-2; Acts 4:25-26), “the congregation of evil doers” (Psalms 26:5), “The congregation of hypocrites” (Job 15:34), and “the congregation of the dead” (Proverbs 21:16). 
“But if ye enquire any thing concerning other matters, it shall be determined in a lawful assembly.”—Acts 19:39. In Acts 19, we see that there was an assembly of Diana worshippers who Paul was trying to get saved. They had assembled to worship this false goddess and Paul preached the gospel. However, he met opposition and they had another assembly, a “lawful assembly” to discuss the matter. 
The Devil has his assemblies and God has His. Satan likes to imitate everything God does in order to distract someone from a true belief in Christ or from God’s best. He therefore has imitated God’s church. He has his ministers (servants) come to us as “angels of light” (those who seem to be righteous and close to God) (2 Corinthians 11:14). These false prophets (Matthew 7:15) come in sheep’s clothing, but are inwardly ravening wolves. They come to subvert you with false doctrines that say you must keep the law of God in order to be saved (Acts 15:1-2). These false prophets and angels of light preach another Jesus and another gospel than the one you have received by the Word of God (Galatians 1:6-9; 2 Corinthians 11:3-4). These false prophets and seducing spirits, which preach false doctrines and doctrines of devils (1 Timothy 4:1-2) speak lies in hypocrisy at their false, imitation churches. 
These churches bear a cross on the building, but it is not a true assembly of God’s people. A true church is an assembly of believers who have been saved by grace, not by works. They assemble together in the name of Jesus Christ and believe in a “no works” salvation. The preacher is a preacher of the Cross of Christ. Do not be fooled by Satan’s deception into thinking that you are in a church full of God’s people just because your building has a cross. The building design does not have any bearing upon God’s presence. Only when people are gathered together in the name of Jesus Christ (the Jesus of the Cross, not another Jesus) is God present in the services. Do not be fooled by Satan’s imitation church. You could be assembled together with idol worshippers. You could belong to the “assembly of the wicked” and not the “assembly of the righteous.” Examine your church. If they preach the gospel of Jesus Christ, then it is a church. If they preach a salvation based upon good works, then it is a congregation full of dead people (dead in their trespasses and sins—Ephesians 2:1). 
WHAT IS THE FUNCTION OF THE CHURCH?
“Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”—Acts 2:47. 

The church principally has a three-fold purpose:
I. To Exalt Jesus Christ—Praising God
II. To Edify the believer—Having favor with all the people
III. To Evangelize the lost—The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved. 
TO EXALT JESUS CHRIST AS SAVIOUR
The principle function of the people of God’s church is to exalt Him as Saviour. Whether we are at church, at home, in the office, or at an amusement park, our number one goal in life as Christians is to glorify God in all things. “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”—1 Corinthians 10:31. We are to follow the example of Christ and show His love and mercy to everyone, especially those of the house of God. “As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith.”—Galatians 6:10. 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.”—John 12:32. Jesus’ number one desire is to be lifted up as God. He is Lord of all (Acts 10:36), Judge of the Earth (Psalms 9:7; 94:2; Philippians 2:11; Romans 14:11), King of Glory (Palms 24:7), Prince of peace (Isaiah 9:6), Lord of love (1 John 4:8, 16), Master of mercy (Luke 17:13) and God of grace (1 Peter 5:10). “I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.”—Psalms 18:3. Jesus Christ is worthy to be lifted up! It is only by His mercy and grace that I am not burning in Hell at this very moment! He bled and died to atone for our sins and was raised again for our justification. No other person or god could do that. Only the True and Living God can do such marvelous works. He is worthy! “I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High.”—Psalms 9:1-2. 
TO EDIFY THE BELIEVER

When we go to church there are people from all walks of life. There are those who seem to be doing very well, and there are those who are hurting and need help. Some people need encouragement and prayer. Some people could use a shoulder to lean upon and others could use and ear to talk to. The church is the Christian’s support group. They are a fire place where the coals can stay together and keep the fire hot and burning. When a coal gets loose from the main lump, it begins to get cold quickly. Soon the fire and the heat and the warmth is lost. Now there is just a black lump of cold, dead, useless coal left. As a Christian, you cannot keep the fires of God burning in your heart alone. If you try, you will quickly run out of fuel. You need to have the rest of the church to lump up with. You need people to pray for you or help you when you need it. Others need you. Go to church looking for someone who needs you and take the initiative to care for them as God (Your Saviour and theirs) cares about them. We are all brothers and sisters in Christ; we should care for one another as brothers and sisters. 
“But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end;”—Hebrews 3:13-14. 

“And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”—Acts 5:42. 
“Wherefore comfort one another with these words.”—1 Thessalonians 4:18. 

“Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted. 2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.”—Galatians 6:1-2. 

TO EVANGELIZE THE LOST
“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—Mark 16:15. 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”—Matthew 28:19-20. Jesus Christ gave His church a clear command to evangelize the lost of this world. His desire is that His churches go into all nations, all around the world and preach the gospel. As Christians, it is our duty to see others saved and baptized. Can you imagine if someone had never told you about the grace of God that is in Christ Jesus? Can you imagine if that person was too timid to tell you about Christ? You might be lost and on your way to Hell right now! We need to reach as many people as we can with the gospel. “ For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”—Isaiah 55:10-11. 
Who goes to church?
Everyone should go to church. If you are in a good church that preaches the gospel, you will want to bring sinners in the church to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ. If you do not know how to tell someone how to go to heaven, then at least have them to come to church under the sound of a gospel message. The Holy Spirit can deal with someone’s heart in the church while there are other Christians praying for that person in the service. 
· “Come and see the works of God: he is terrible in his doing toward the children of men.”—Psalms 66:5  
· “For I know their works and their thoughts: it shall come, that I will gather all nations and tongues; and they shall come, and see my glory.”--Isaiah 66:18  
· “He saith unto them, Come and see. They came and saw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: for it was about the tenth hour.”—John 1:39 
If you do not know how to tell someone about Jesus, then you should tell them to COME AND SEE. “Come to church and see what it is all about.” God can do a work in that person’s heart. 
· “And they come unto him, bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four. 4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. 5  When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.”—Mark 2:3 
In this text, we see that some men wanted to heal a man who was sick of something that no one but God could heal. So they brought him to where Jesus was. They brought a sinner to church and the sinner had his sins forgiven. If you bring someone to church, God will see your faith and bless it by seeing that person you brought saved. These men had enough faith to bring a sinner to the house of God under the sound of Jesus’ message and the man had faith to be healed. 
Saved people need to be in church. It is a must. This section will also cover the WHY we should be in church. There are several reasons to be in church as a child of God. 
LOGIC:
If you are someone’s son, you will want to go home everyday to eat, sleep, fellowship with your parents and play with your siblings. I am not for sleeping in the house of God literally, but the Bible says that God giveth his beloved rest (in their souls; peace). As a child of God, you should have a desire to know your Father more and fellowship with him in his house. You should wish to be around your brothers and sisters in Christ and be encouraged by them and admonish them. You should want to be fed there spiritually from the Word of God. 
IT IS COMMANDED BY GOD (FOR OUR BENEFIT):
You would command your children to come home every night so that you know where they are and they have a place of safety. Spiritually, the house of God is your safe place, your refuge and a haven from the wicked world you live in. It is a place where there are other believers who believe like you do and so it benefits you to be there. “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”—Hebrews 10:25.  
1. It is a place of praise:
a. “My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him.”—Psalms 22:25  
2. It is a place to offer sacrifices of thanksgiving:

a. “I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much people.”—Psalms 35:18 
b. “So stood the two companies of them that gave thanks in the house of God, and I, and the half of the rulers with me:”--Nehemiah 12:40 
3. It is a place where believers can hear the Word of God preached:
a. “I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.”—Psalms 40:9.   
4. It is a place of giving the tithe:
a. “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”—1 Corinthians 16:2.   
b. “Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”—Malachi 3:10 
5. It is a place of fellowship:
a. “And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.”—Galatians 2:9  
6. It is a place where Jesus can speak to your heart and the Holy Spirit can get a hold of you, and if you are not there, you will miss out on a blessing:
a. John 20:19-28
7. It is a place to pour out your soul to God:
a. “When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept holyday.”--Psalms 42:4 
8. It is a place of reverence:

a. “And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is this place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven.”—Genesis 28:17  
9. It is in a local place:

a. … all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh.”—Judges 18:31b.   
10. It is a place to receive Godly council:

a. “ ¶And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? And the LORD said, Judah shall go up first.”—Judges 20:18 
11. It is a place of sacrifice:

a. “ ¶Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD.”—Judges 20:26 
12. It is a place of service

a. “Their brethren also the Levites were appointed unto all manner of service of the tabernacle of the house of God.”—1 Chronicles 6:48  
b. “And their brethren, heads of the house of their fathers, a thousand and seven hundred and threescore; very able men for the work of the service of the house of God.”—1 Chronicles 9:13 
13. It is a place of consecration:
a. “Because their office was to wait on the sons of Aaron for the service of the house of the LORD, in the courts, and in the chambers, and in the purifying of all holy things, and the work of the service of the house of God;”—1 Chronicles 23:28 
14. It is a place of dedication:

a. “¶Thus all the work that Solomon made for the house of the LORD was finished: and Solomon brought in all the things that David his father had dedicated; and the silver, and the gold, and all the instruments, put he among the treasures of the house of God.”—2 Chronicles 5:1 
b. “And he brought into the house of God the things that his father had dedicated, and that he himself had dedicated, silver, and gold, and vessels.”—2 Chronicles 15:18  
15. It is a place where God’s glory can be found:
a. “So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God.”--2 Chronicles 5:14 
16. It is a place of God’s business:
a. “And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the Levites, had the oversight of the outward business of the house of God.”—Nehemiah 11:16.  
17. It is a place not to be forsaken:
a. “Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? And I gathered them together, and set them in their place.”—Nehemiah 13:11 
18. It is a place of judgment:
a. “For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?”—1 Peter 4:17.  
19. It is a place of order:
a. “But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.”--1 Timothy 3:15  
WHEN SHOULD WE HAVE CHURCH?

Some people think that church is supposed to be on Saturday, because that is the Lord’s Sabbath day. It is a day of rest that God commanded the Jews to keep. Prior to Moses, people kept the Sabbath Day as a day of rest. Therefore, because it was kept before the Law and during the Law, there are religions that teach you must keep today after the fulfillment of the Law. They teach that you must keep the Sabbath in order to go to Heaven. These are sometimes referred to as “Judiazers,” that is, people who wish to bring Jewish religion into the church. While there is nothing wrong in keeping certain traditions, like those in the Jewish religion, such as, observing the Sabbath Day, there is also nothing wrong if a church does not observe that tradition. Remember, the Law of God has been fulfilled. Therefore, our Salvation does not rest in any work, even in the work of keeping the Sabbath Day holy. This lesson will help the reader to understand from a biblical view point when Christians should have church. When should we have church?
ANY DAY OF THE WEEK. 
“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,”—Acts 2:46  While going to church on Saturday is a good thing to do, it is also good to go during the rest of the week, and anytime the doors are open. These early Christians were assembled in church everyday praising God. How many Christians today do you find going to church every day of the week? Not many at all, but these Christians did. If someone goes to church on Sunday, Saturday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday, do not judge them for being unrighteous. It is a righteous thing to go to church at all—on any day of the week. 
Do not think that just because you go to church on Sunday or on a Saturday that you are any better than the Christian who goes to church on another day than you. God is alive and can be worshipped every day. He does not esteem one day above another. All God cares is that we collectively and corporately worship Him at church whenever the doors are open. If our hearts are at church, then our bodies will be as well. “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”-Hebrews 10:25. The more you see the day of Christ’s return as being imminent, the more you need to attend church services. 
Why is Sunday such a special day? It is because the Lord rose from the dead on a Sunday—Easter Sunday. Every year we celebrate the Lord’s resurrection on Easter Sunday. Easter Sunday was a pagan holiday. Easter was a holiday about life. It was spring and everything was renewed and reborn. Rabbits are especially fertile, which is why the rabbit has been the symbol for Easter. They reproduce so much. It just so happened that this holiday followed the days of unleavened bread or the Passover Sabbath days (Acts 12:3). The Lord Jesus was crucified and rose again three days later (according the Jewish calendar) on Easter Sunday (Luke 22-23; Luke 24:1-6). Jesus said that HE was the life. Therefore to rise from the dead on this day would be a great way to tell the Pagan world to believe in Him. 
It is called “The Lord’s Day,” and is what the Psalmist David wrote about as God prophesied through him of the Resurrection of Christ. The Lord’s Day speaks of the day of Christ’s resurrection, while the Day of the Lord speaks of Christ’s second coming (His day of wrath upon the earth—Isaiah 13:6, 9). We celebrate the Lord’s resurrection by tradition because that is the day Jesus arose from the grave. This does not make us any holier than someone, but this is just the accepted tradition. Most people are used to going to church on a Sunday. Therefore, it makes it much easier in the ministry to invite people out to church on a Sunday morning. People work all week and many times have the weekend off. However, keep in mind that since the early church met every day of the week, we today not only fall short of that, but also realize that there is not one day better than the other to go to church other than tradition. 
“I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,”—Revelation 1:10
“This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.”—Psalms 118:24
“I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee.”—Psalms 2:7. 
“God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.”—Acts 13:33. 
“And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.”—Matthew 20:19 
Why is Wednesday so special? In my experience, as a regular church attendee, I have attended many Wednesday night church services. Many times they are a Bible study time, or a prayer time. I have been called a fanatic for going to church in the middle of the week. So what would drive me to go to church on a Wednesday night when I could be at home eating dinner? There are a few good reasons for attending church on Wednesday. 
1) The doors are opened and the service is offered. (Hebrews 10:25)
2) Some people must work on Sundays, and can only make Wednesday night services.
3) It is in the middle of the week and you can spiritually be encouraged during a hard week.
4) The Lord was crucified on a Wednesday night.
a. If you trace the timeline correctly using the Jewish lunar calendar which is what was used in Jesus’ case, you will find that it was a Wednesday night that He was crucified.
b. The Jews use a lunar calendar—Sunrise to Sunset
c. If He was crucified on Wednesday night and rose again on Sunday morning, then it is a good way to commemorate his death, burial and resurrection. 
5) We live in a free country where we can do that. There are those who risk their lives in other countries to go to underground churches on any given day that they assemble. We should be grateful for this and not waste the blessings that God has given us.
Where should we have church?
1) Any place that we can assemble as believers.
· Church building
· Under a tree

· In a bus

· In a prison 
a. A church service must have the majority of believers present in an established location. For instance, a church that has a Bible college ministry will have a chapel for the students. When the student body assembles together in the chapel, they are having chapel services. However, when they gather together with the members of the church at the parent church, which is usually a separate building, at the established time, they are going to church. You cannot tithe or hold baptisms or have the Lord’s Supper in the chapel, but you can have them at the local church with all the other members present. 
b. Another example would be a military chapel service. This is the same concept. The Lord’s Supper, tithing, and Baptism are all an ordinance of a local church. Therefore, the Chaplain himself must be a member of a local church and should only hold these services if those assembled at the chapel are on a foreign field and if those services are done with members of that chaplain’s local church. If at all possible, find a local pastor that can perform these services. If that is not possible, then baptize others only by the authority of the sending church. 
c. There should be no need to tithe to the military chapel, but the people should be encouraged to send their tithes and offerings in the mail to their local church. Teach the people about the Lord’s Supper and make sure they understand that it is for saved believers and for a local church only. This author believes that one should not hold the Lord’s Supper or tithing at a military chapel, but that Chaplain can baptize as Phillip did the Eunuch in Acts chapter eight as long as he has authority to do so by his local church. 
d. If, however, the church is underground, that is, it must be hidden from the established government for fear of death or imprisonment if caught, then believers can assemble together with the established pastor in different locations as they designate day to day, or week to week. 
2) We assemble in a local church building:
a. “¶I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:”—Romans 16:1. 
3) Every country should have churches:
a. “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”—Mark 16:15  
THE PRACTICE OF THE CHURCH (NEHEMIAH 8:1-12):

“1 ¶And all the people gathered themselves together as one man into the street that was before the water gate; and they spake unto Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel.

2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month.

3 And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.

4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.

5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up:

6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.

7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place.

8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.

9 ¶And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law.

10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.

11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved.

12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared unto them.”

One might wonder, “How should we hold church services?” God demonstrates to us everything in the Bible. This text is a wonderful example of how a church service should be conducted. Therefore, let us draw out some things that will help us to understand. 
First, let us notice that THE PEOPLE WERE GATHERED TOGETHER AS ONE MAN. The hearts and minds of the people were in one accord. They feared God and had a desire to worship Him. They gathered together. This was a called out assembly of believers. The Old Testament wording for this was that they were a congregation of saints. The New Testament way to say this was that they were a church having church services. 

Notice also that they were gathered together INTO THE STREET THAT WAS BEFORE THE WATER GATE. Whenever I read this text I think of Richard Nixon’s Water Gate scandal. That’s a little bit of a joke, but this is a serious text. The Temple had many different gates in which to enter. The water gate was one of them. Another gate was called the Beautiful Gate (Acts 3:2). There were about nine altogether from my studies. The people were thirsty for the Word of God. That is why they were before the water gate. They desired to drink from the living fountains of God’s Word, for they have been wandering about in a dry and thirsty land for quite some time. “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 12 And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. 13 In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst.”—Amos 8:11-13. 
 “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 2 My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God?”—Psalms 42:1-2. 
“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.”—Psalms 23:1-2. 

“¶Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.”—Isaiah 55:1. The children of Israel were thirsty. They were thirsty for the Living God and for His Word. Therefore, the water gate was the best place they could find to quench their thirst. Church is the best place you can go if you thirst for God. There you will hear the Word of God preached, be with other believers that have gathered together for the same purpose, and drink deeply by the still, peaceful waters. Go ye to the water gate and thirst no more! Go there and water your soul with springs of living water!
Next, notice verse number two: “2 And Ezra the priest brought the law before the congregation both of men and women, and all that could hear with understanding, upon the first day of the seventh month.” Just as any church service, the priest brought the Law of God before the people. The congregation consisted of both competent men and women on the first day of the seventh month. “Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month, shall ye have a sabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy convocation.”—Leviticus 23:24. The children of Israel were holding the feast of the trumpets. It was a time of memorial and celebration. They were instructed not to do any hard work on that day. In nine more days they were to have a day of atonement (Leviticus 23:26). That too was to be a high Sabbath and no work was to be done on it at all. 
Look at what Adam Clark wrote states in his notes on the Bible, “This was the first day of what was called the civil year; and on it was the feast of trumpets, the year being ushered in by the sound of these instruments.”1   
When we come together for church, we should come with an attitude of understating what is being said to the congregation. Services should not be held in Latin or Greek if the vulgar language of the common people is English. The language of the services should be held in what language the people could understand, else what benefit have they in hearing the Word of God? “And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things! 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 18 But I say, Have they not heard? Yes verily, their sound went into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the world.”—Romans 10:15-18. How can one have faith in the Word of God when one cannot even understand the Word of God? Therefore, the priest had to speak in the vulgar language, which at that time was Hebrew. “Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.”—1 Corinthians 14:19. Not only did he speak in a language of their understanding, but also he gave to them the understanding (Nehemiah 8:8). This we will touch on later.   
Notice verse three of our text. “3 And he read therein before the street that was before the water gate from the morning until midday, before the men and the women, and those that could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive unto the book of the law.”
He read the Word of God from morning until the midday. This is why a Baptist church service lasts from morning until midday. Our church services start at 10:00am and end at about 12:00pm. Most independent Baptist churches in America and westernized churches in foreign lands not under immediate persecution are modeled after this basic time frame. The only difference is that Ezra was a street preacher. There wasn’t enough room inside to hold everyone and therefore services had to be held in the street. 
Notice however, that all the people were attentive to hear the Word of God. They gave their ears to hear the Bible being read and taught. They had a desire to hear the Word of God. They were excited to go to church and to hear from God. Oh that the Christian of today had the same excitement and the same desire in his heart to hear the Word of God and be attentive unto it! What a difference it would make in the hearts and lives of people if they were attentive to the things of God! What a revival there would be for the Christians who would pay attention in church and allow that preaching to change their hearts, minds and lives! The attention was not drawn to the pastor preaching or reading the Word, but to the congregation listening and being attentive. Every Christian is accountable to God for how he or she listens in church and pays attention to what is being said. One day we will all have to answer to God for every service. 
Next notice verse four. “4 And Ezra the scribe stood upon a pulpit of wood, which they had made for the purpose; and beside him stood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, and Hilkiah, and Maaseiah, on his right hand; and on his left hand, Pedaiah, and Mishael, and Malchiah, and Hashum, and Hashbadana, Zechariah, and Meshullam.”
Ezra stood behind a pulpit of wood which was specifically made for the purpose of preaching at the church. It was not transparent plastic, but wood. In the church, the wooden pulpit represents the Cross upon which Jesus died. Those who hide behind the wood (the Cross) have nothing to fear from the congregation when they preach and teach the whole counsel of God’s Word. When you hide behind the cross, you are projecting the authority of God. That is why there are pulpits of wood in Baptist churches all across the world. Some are fancier than others, but only those that glorify God are those that are used to preach the gospel from. We preach the Cross and the Cross is made of wood. Therefore, we preach from a pulpit of wood. 
Behind Ezra stood six people on his right hand and seven to his left. Ezra made the seventh on the right. That is why you will find many Baptist churches with seats behind the pulpit for the deacons, song leaders, and other important church elders to sit. These men stood behind the priest when he read the Word of God. A Pastor can take great comfort in good members of his church that are willing to stand behind him in the fight of faith. They are willing and ready to back him up in any way possible so long as he follows Christ. We need more good men in the church who are willing to stand behind the man of God and help him in his ministry. 
Next, verse five states, “5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people; (for he was above all the people;) and when he opened it, all the people stood up:”
Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people. When he taught and preached, he used the Word of God. He did not quote the word of God from a bad memory, but he read it. He preached it literally as it read. “I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.”—Psalms 40:9. A Pastor who does not use the Bible in the pulpit to preach from is not worth listening to. There is authority that is recognized by the people of the congregation when the Word of God is opened and read. They did not come to hear Ezra, but God and His Word.
…He was above the people…Those who were in the congregation were able to see the Word of God because of Ezra’s placement. There were several reasons for Ezra being placed above the people. He was placed above the people so that no one would have any trouble seeing him or the Word of God. It is therefore necessary that Preachers should be raised above the people enough for them to see without having to strain themselves. He was above the people, not below. The Word of God is above man and carries the authority of God with it, and therefore must be preached from above them. If a preacher preaches at the same level as man, there is no authority there and can be debated, but there is no debate for the one sitting in the pew and hearing the Word of God preached as it comes down to them from above their level.  There is a certain psychological element that respects authority in this way. The message is more powerful and thus is delivered more effectively. “For he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”—Matthew 7:29. 
Lastly, the Word of God comes from Heaven itself and thus must be preached from on high.  “For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.”—Isaiah 55:10-11. 
Notice also the last part of this verse. “…and when he opened it, all the people stood up:” The people had a reverence and respect for the Word of God. That is why there are many preachers and Pastors who have their congregation stand up for the reading of God’s Word. When God’s voice is being spoken, we as a congregation ought to stand in attention to it. These are our orders given to us by our commander in chief. We ought to respect it and reverence it as the ultimate authority for our lives and all mankind. 
Let us see now verse six. “6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God. And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the LORD with their faces to the ground.” 
Ezra blessed the great God. God hath done great things in the lives of these people. He is great in all that He says and does. They lifted up the Lord as being a great God. “For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.”—Psalms 95:3.  Christians ought to let others know how great God is in their lives. He does so many great things, yet God goes un-thanked every day. When you share your testimonies to other people about how great God is, those people will grow in their faith towards Him. “I will give thee thanks in the great congregation: I will praise thee among much people.”—Psalms 35:18. 
They lifted Him up as being THE Great God. “The great God that formed all things both rewardeth the fool, and rewardeth transgressors.”—Proverbs 26:10. He is the God above all gods. He is the GREAT God. He is the one who has all authority and power. So Ezra blessed His name. Christians ought to take a stand for who the great God is. It is not Allah, or the Jesus of the Mormon cult. It is not the Jesus of the Jehovah’s Witnesses cult, neither is it Buddah. It is not any other false god that has been made up by man’s religious ideologies. It is Jesus Christ of Nazareth. It is by Him that we will stand in judgment one day. We will not bow to any other god, only Jesus. Jesus Christ is the Great God according to the scripture (Titus 2:13; Daniel 2:45; Revelation 19:17). Therefore we need to lift up the name of Jesus Christ as being the only way to the Father. “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.”—John 14:6. 
“And all the people answered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands:..” The word “Amen” simply means “so let it be” or “I agree.” Therefore, the congregation all said, “Amen” after the word of God was read. They were in agreement with God as to what was being said was true. Saying “Amen” during a church service is biblical and is an encouragement to the preacher. It is so much easier for a preacher to preach to a church that he knows agrees with the Word of God he is preaching, than it is for him to preach to a dead crowd of people who have stony hearts. Their excitement got Ezra excited as it would any preacher. 
Not only so, but they bowed their faces to the ground and worshipped God. True worship is done when the believer humbles himself to the ground face first. He does not worship God on his back or fall backward. People who fall backward are not right with God (Isaiah 28:13). People who fall flat on their face are now in a position to worship God, for they are conveying to God that they are not even worthy to look at Him. It is the most humble position one can be in. Perhaps you have seen the end of a church service where there is an altar call. People in the congregation are invited to come to the front of the church, where the pulpit is and worship God and pray to him as they do it with their faces to the ground. 
“7 Also Jeshua, and Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caused the people to understand the law: and the people stood in their place. 8 So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading.” Those who remained behind Ezra were his personal workers. They were trained in understanding the Word of God and so they were able to teach it to the congregation. “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.”—2 Timothy 2:2.  
“And he took it, and did eat before them. 44  And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me. 45 Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, 46 And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:”—Luke 24:43-46. 
The personal workers went to the people in the congregation where they stood and asked them if they had any questions so that they might answer them. Many people have come to church lost, but after hearing the Word of God and going to the altar of invitation, have been led to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ by a personal worker who was willing to step out of his pew and explain to that soul how he could be saved. We need some good men who are willing to step out of their pews and be ready to lead people to the Lord at the altar. How many people have been missed because of a lack of spiritual discernment in this area? They are ready to receive Christ. What are you waiting for? Draw the net and catch the fish while he is yet in the way. Pluck the fruit while it is yet ripe. Do not let an opportunity like that pass, for it may never come again.  
“9 ¶And Nehemiah, which is the Tirshatha, and Ezra the priest the scribe, and the Levites that taught the people, said unto all the people, This day is holy unto the LORD your God; mourn not, nor weep. For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the law.”
When the Holy Spirit of God speaks to your heart while at church, there is no shame in crying. Here ALL the people wept. They wept because God’s Word spoke to their heart. Oh that Christians would weep more at the altars! Oh that they might see their sinful condition before God and weep over their sins! Oh that they might weep because He hath done marvelous works in their lives! Oh that they may weep for the lost who have not yet believed the Word of God! Oh that they might weep for their country and their countrymen! “Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.”—Psalms 39:12. 
“Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book?”—Psalms 56:8. When you read the Word of God, do tear drops fall into it as you read? When the Holy Spirit moves you, He moves you to tears. Why do we not see more weeping at the altars? Is it because God’s Word lost its power? No! It is because the hearts of the people have turned away and have been hardened! We need more tenderhearted people who are willing to weep at the altar of God. 
“10 Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength.11 So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, Hold your peace, for the day is holy; neither be ye grieved. 12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to drink, and to send portions, and to make great mirth, because they had understood the words that were declared unto them.” It was the feast of trumpets. It was a day to be joyful, not a day to be of a sorrowful heart. What changed their mourning into joy? It was that they understood the Words of the Lord! There is such a great feeling when you have read the Bible and understood it! When God opens your eyes to the meaning of the scriptures, there is an overwhelming feeling of awe and joy and gladness. They understood their position with God now and also how to make their lives and hearts right with Him again. Some heard how to repent, some needed comfort and that is what they got. The Word of God fell on soft soil that day and much life grew from it. Every individual had his needs met from God’s Word that day. 
God’s Word is where we need to go to get our needs met and to meet the needs of others. We ought not go to the psychology books or to man’s view points, but to see what the Word of God says and how to apply it to our situation. We ministers need to get back into the Book and use it to minister to others, lest they should waiver in their faith. 
Conclusion:
There are many aspects about the local church that we can learn about. This author can take many more hours explaining everything that he knows about it and it probably still is not everything there is to know. The main idea here is that everyone belongs in church. It is much more important than most people think it is. God’s will is for you to be in a good independent, Bible believing, Baptist church. So this week, make an extra effort to go—AND BRING OTHERS!
FOOT NOTES
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Homework: 

MEMORY VERSE: “Tell me, O thou whom my soul loveth, where thou feedest, where thou makest thy flock to rest at noon: for why should I be as one that turneth aside by the flocks of thy companions? 8 If thou know not, O thou fairest among women, go thy way forth by the footsteps of the flock, and feed thy kids beside the shepherds' tents.”—Song of Solomon 1:7-8. 
LESSON 5: THE BIBLE

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”—Hebrews 11:6. 
“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”—Romans 10:17. 
A young Christian might not understand the importance of his Bible. Many good men of God were martyred and persecuted just so that we could hold one in our hands. Since faith comes by hearing God’s Word and it is impossible to have faith without the Word of God, it is important that we as Christians understand what the Bible is and its role in our lives. 
WHAT IS THE BIBLE? 
The Bible is God’s Word. Someone once called it our Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth. God’s entire will for our lives in outlined in His Word. God is the author of the Bible as He spoke it. “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.”—2 Peter 1:21.  God did the moving and the speaking. As the Holy Spirit moved the mouths of men, they spake and could not deviate from the right or to the left. They said what they said only because God made them to say it.  “And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the priest, which stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper? because ye have forsaken the LORD, he hath also forsaken you.”—2 Chronicles 24:20. 
Men wrote the Bible using their hands as God spake to them. “All this, said David, the LORD made me understand in writing by his hand upon me, even all the works of this pattern.”—1 Chronicles 28:19. 

“My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer.”—Psalms 45:1. God spoke through men, men wrote as they heard from God. David said his tongue was as the pen of a ready writer. He was the penman that wrote down God’s Word as he heard it from Him. 
The Bible is our final and only authority for faith and practice. “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”—Matthew 4:4  Our faith in God cannot come from a fortune teller, a comic book or a television show. It comes from the Word of God. Our faith does not rest in the traditions of man. Our practice for Christianity does not depend on what some preist says, but what God says. The Bible is our number one source for faith in God “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”—Romans 10:17. That is why so many people have died to hold the Bible you leave on the dusty bookshelf or on the floor board in your car. People used to have a reverence for it because they knew it was the source of their faith. We ought to treat God’s word with reverence and respect. 
Why can’t I understand the Bible?
“But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.”—1 Corinthians 2:14. If you read the Bible on a daily basis and have trouble understanding it, it is because of two major problems. Either you are lost and do not have the Spirit of God living in your heart to teach you the scriptures as you read them, or you are a carnal Christian and are living as a bad example. 
If you are lost you cannot understand the Bible
The Bible is a spiritual book, but if you are not born again you are not a spiritual creature. “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.”—2 Corinthians 5:17. 
“But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.”—Romans 8:19. Before the Ethiopian Eunuch got saved, he could not understand the scriptures. “And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31 And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.”—Acts 8:30-31. The Ethiopian Eunuch was lost and had not the Spirit of Christ living in his heart. Phillip was a born again Christian and could understand the scriptures. It took a saved man to lead a lost person into a proper understanding of the Bible. 
“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.”—John 14:26.  You cannot receive the Words of the Spirit if you do not have the Holy Spirit teaching you. “Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; …”—Hebrews 12:2a. Since God is the author and finisher of our faith, and of the Bible, only He knows it intricately enough to teach you every aspect of it He wants you to know. Only someone who has been born again into the family of God by faith in Jesus Christ can have the Spirit of God living in their heart. It is only then that the Holy Spirit can teach you about His Holy book. 
“And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins;”—Ephesians 2:1.  Before you are saved, you are “dead in your trespasses and sins” and must be “quickened” or made alive by the Spirit of God. To be dead in your trespasses and sins means to be condemned to a death sentence because of them. Just as a murderer is found guilty, sentenced to death and placed in a holding cell until his final sentence is carried out, so too is the sinner. He is pronounced guilty by God of their sin. The payment for our sin is death in Hell and the Lake of Fire for all eternity (Romans 6:23; Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 21:8). While we live here on earth, we are dead men walking, waiting for our final sentence to be carried out. We are dead because of our sins, that is, dead in our trespasses and sins. “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”—Romans 5:8. Jesus took our penalty of death upon Himself and died in our place. Now we can be quickened, or made alive through Him. 
Someone who has not been made alive cannot understand a living book like the Bible. They are blinded to its pure truths by their own philosophies, or their own ideologies. They are “carnally minded,” or fleshly minded. They think about the things of this earth and hold to its philosophies and deceptions. However, the Word of God is pure and everything in it is truth. Therefore, if there is a philosophy or ideology that is against it, then it is wrong and the Bible is right. 
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.”—John 17:17. 

“Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it.”—Psalms 119:140. 
Your understanding is darkened because of your sin

Even as a Christian, there are times when you do not wish to believe the Bible because your pride does not let you as a sinner. You are living a life of sin and therefore cannot see the truth that God has for you to learn. The Bible is a mirror to reflect who you really are, not just what you show people, or what you believe yourself to be. “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” –2 Corinthians 3:18  The Bible shows how short you come from the glory of God. Not only so, but seeing that you are a sinner will bring you to the conclusion of how much you need God to save you. Knowing that you are guilty of breaking the law should bring you to a place in your life where you do not want the judgment of God to fall upon you. Therefore, you look to Him by faith. “Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.”—Galatians 3:24.  
HOW SHOULD I READ THE BIBLE?
1) With a Plan

a. “I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:”—1 Corinthians 9:26  
2) With a Purpose

a. “¶Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”—Psalms 119:11  
i. The purpose here is to not sin against God

b. “And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.”—1 Samuel 30:6  
i. The purpose here was for David to encourage himself

3) With a Passion 

a. “With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments.”—Psalms 119:10  
b. “As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.”—Psalms 42:1 
c. “Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.”—Job 23:12  
4) With a Place
a. In the Church 
i. “And when this epistle is read among you, cause that it be read also in the church of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.”—Colossians 4:16  
b. In your Study Room
i. “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”—2 Timothy 2:15 
c. In your Bedroom

i. “When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches.”—Psalms 63:6 
5) With a Partner

a. “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”—Matthew 18:20  
6) With a Parent

a. “Only take heed to thyself, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou forget the things which thine eyes have seen, and lest they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: but teach them thy sons, and thy sons' sons;”—Deuteronomy 4:9  
7) With a Praise

a. “I have rejoiced in the way of thy testimonies, as much as in all riches.”—Psalms 119:14  

8) With a Pronouncement

a. “With my lips have I declared all the judgments of thy mouth.”—Psalms 119: 13 
b. “Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy;”—Psalms 107:2  
WHERE SHOULD I BRING MY BIBLE (DEUTERONOMY 6:4-9)?
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 5 And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 6 And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8 And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9 And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates.”
Where should we bring our Bibles? EVERYWHERE! As a soldier carries his sword with him to battle, so we must carry the sword of the Lord with us everywhere we go. Our source of faith should be readily available at anytime. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear:”—1 Peter 3:15. We should bring our Bibles to church, school, our homes, jobs, offices, the parks and anywhere else there are people! The Word of God ought to be readily available at a moment’s notice as a soldier carries his canteen in case of thirst. If we get thirsty, we will need the water of God’s Spirit to quench that thirst. If we truly desire to learn from God, we ought to bring our Bibles and read them wherever and whenever we can. 
WHY DO WE HAVE SO MANY BIBLES? 
This is a very long debate amongst Bible critics (self proclaimed Bible scholars). To understand this, let us first look at some basic history. During the early 1800’s great revival broke out here in America. The Word of God was powerful and hearts were turning unto the Lord, so much so that many preachers thought they were ushering in the Millennial age of Christ. However, this great revival was hampered by Satan’s attack during the Mid 1800’s to early 1900’s. Satan did not like all the hearts turning to God, so the old Deluder launched three major attacks against God. 
1. Evolutionary philosophy (Is God’s Word true?)

2. Many different cults springing up (Which church is God’s church?)

3. Many different Bible versions coming out (Which Bible is God’s Word?)

These three major attacks on God put a big damper on people’s faith in the Word of God and ushered in an age of apostasy, humanism, and mysticism. Today, the King James Bible (AV 1611, Edition 1769) is the Word of God for the English speaking people. There are versions in other tongues such as Luther’s German Bible, which was translated by Martin Luther. This is the German translation for the German people. 
However, Satan wishes to confuse the reader and place doubt upon the Word of God by authoring hundreds of different Bibles for us to read other than the King James. “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.”—1 Corinthians 14:33. God knew what He wanted to say the first time around. He does not need over four hundred different translations in English to correct what He said. That is a very confused god. My God is not confused and only needs one version to work with. 

“For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.”—2 Corinthians 2:17. Why are there so many Bibles? Other than the fact that the Devil wishes to confuse God’s children and distract lost people from the truth, there were many people a long time ago during the early days of the church that wanted to corrupt God’s Word as spoken by the Apostles in order to agree with their philosophies of a works salvation. In regards to our Bibles, there are two major sources where our Bibles come from. The King James Bible comes from a line of texts called the Textus Receptus (Latin for the received text; majority text). It was named so because the early church received these texts as being the pure Word of God. These are 98% of all texts and all these texts agree with one another. They make up only 2% of the pure Bibles we read today. On the flip side, a set of texts were found in Alexandria Egypt and another set was found at the foot of Mt. Sinai in a Catholic Monastery. Those found at the monastery were found in a waste paper basket because the priests of that day rejected the texts. They were salvaged and brought into the public square before they could be burned as kindling. These are 2% of the texts, which no one received as being authoritative because they did not agree with one another. These 2% produce 98% of the English and foreign language translations we read today! “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:”—Amos 8:11. 
The two texts have two totally different histories. These histories are long and would take much time to explain. However, examine figures 4-1 and 4-2 for a diagram of where the King James Bible and the other versions came from. 





 


Basically, the line from which the King James Bible comes from is a PURE LINE, that is, one which the Bible was kept pure and free from corruption. This is why the text was received as being the pure Word of God. The line from which the modern-age bibles come from is from a line called the CRITICAL TEXT. This line is a CORRUPT LINE of Bible texts. It was corrupted originally in Alexandria, Egypt, which at that time was a center for philosophy and debate. Men like Origen and his successors did not agree with the pure text and debated it. They therefore changed it to fit into the mold of their modern philosophies. We see examples in the Word of God that the theology in Alexandria Egypt was corrupt, even from the days of the Apostles. 
“And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man, and mighty in the scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man was instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in the spirit, he spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of John. 26 And he began to speak boldly in the synagogue: whom when Aquila and Priscilla had heard, they took him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.”—Acts 18:24-26. There were scriptures to be found in Alexandria. There is no question about that. However, notice that Apollos, though eloquent and mighty in the scriptures, preached only the Baptism of John. He did not preach the true Gospel and had to be shown a way more perfectly. However, this was not so in Antioch, Syria. 
The pure line of texts, from which the King James Bible comes from, is from a place called Antioch, Syria. It was there that Paul preached and gave his epistles and it was there that Christians were named Christians for their Christ-like conversation. “And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”—Acts 11:26. The first Bible copied in Syria was a collection of Paul’s epistles and John’s gospel known as THE PESHITTA. This was a Syrian translation of the pure manuscripts written by Paul in the Greek language. From there it was translated into Latin in what was known as the Itala Bible, or the Old Latin Vulgate. This was a pure Latin version from the pure line of texts. 
When Constantine the Great came into power, he desired to have his own translation of the Bible in Latin. He commissioned Jerome, who for his own pleasure and that of Constantine’s, changed the Latin version into a corrupt version. He changed every place that spoke of repentance with the words “Do penance.” This paved the way for the Catholic belief that one must penalize himself if he has sinned. It is from this Latin version (Jerome’s Latin Vulgate) that the Catholic Douay-Rheims version was published. 
“exinde coepit Iesus praedicare et dicere paenitentiam agite adpropinquavit enim regnum caelorum”—Matthew 4:17 (Jerome’s Latin Vulgate) 

The words dicere paenitentiam agite is translated as “Do penance” in the Catholic Douay-Rheims Version.   “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say: Do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”—Matthew 4:17 (D-RV), but is translated repent in the King James Version. “From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”—Matthew 4:17 (KJV)
In more modern times, during the mid 1800’s a couple of lost people, who were not born again and belonged to several cults publicized the newly found critical texts as being the oldest and best manuscripts. Their names were Westcott and Hort. These two men are responsible for the flurry of modern versions we have today. They used the corrupt line of texts and made a good translation out of them. Had they translated the pure texts, they would have come up with a King James Bible. However, though they made a good translation, their source was corrupt and therefore so was their product. 
The Critical texts are only TWO MANUSCRIPTS (ALEPH AND B), neither of which agrees with one another! Dr. Mickey Carter gave a great illustration in his book Things that are Different are Not the Same about a car accident. “That would be the same if a group f 30 or 40 people all saw an accident take place, and the police came and interviewed the witnesses. All of the 30 or 40 people in the group totally agreed as to how the accident took place. But over across the street were two more witnesses that the police interviewed. Their story was totally different, and their two stories even disagreed with each other. Which account do you think the police would be most likely to accept—the one account given by 30 or 40 people, or one of the different accounts given by the other two, who even disagreed between themselves?”1
There is a story in the Bible that demonstrates to us what has happened found in Jeremiah chapter thirty six. 

Jeremiah 36 

“1 ¶And it came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, that this word came unto Jeremiah from the LORD, saying,

2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all the words that I have spoken unto thee against Israel, and against Judah, and against all the nations, from the day I spake unto thee, from the days of Josiah, even unto this day.

3 It may be that the house of Judah will hear all the evil which I purpose to do unto them; that they may return every man from his evil way; that I may forgive their iniquity and their sin.

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah: and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the LORD, which he had spoken unto him, upon a roll of a book.

5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, I am shut up; I cannot go into the house of the LORD:

6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which thou hast written from my mouth, the words of the LORD in the ears of the people in the LORD'S house upon the fasting day: and also thou shalt read them in the ears of all Judah that come out of their cities.

7 It may be they will present their supplication before the LORD, and will return every one from his evil way: for great is the anger and the fury that the LORD hath pronounced against this people.

8 And Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the book the words of the LORD in the LORD'S house.

9 ¶And it came to pass in the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, that they proclaimed a fast before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem, and to all the people that came from the cities of Judah unto Jerusalem.

10 Then read Baruch in the book the words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD, in the chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe, in the higher court, at the entry of the new gate of the LORD'S house, in the ears of all the people.

11 When Michaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of the LORD,

12 Then he went down into the king's house, into the scribe's chamber: and, lo, all the princes sat there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Achbor, and Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son of Hananiah, and all the princes.

13 Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.

14 Therefore all the princes sent Jehudi the son of Nethaniah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, unto Baruch, saying, Take in thine hand the roll wherein thou hast read in the ears of the people, and come. So Baruch the son of Neriah took the roll in his hand, and came unto them.

15 And they said unto him, Sit down now, and read it in our ears. So Baruch read it in their ears.

16 Now it came to pass, when they had heard all the words, they were afraid both one and other, and said unto Baruch, We will surely tell the king of all these words.

17 And they asked Baruch, saying, Tell us now, How didst thou write all these words at his mouth?

18 Then Baruch answered them, He pronounced all these words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote them with ink in the book.

19 Then said the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide thee, thou and Jeremiah; and let no man know where ye be.

20 ¶And they went in to the king into the court, but they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king.

21 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he took it out of Elishama the scribe's chamber. And Jehudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of all the princes which stood beside the king.

22 Now the king sat in the winterhouse in the ninth month: and there was a fire on the hearth burning before him.

23 And it came to pass, that when Jehudi had read three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the roll was consumed in the fire that was on the hearth.

24 Yet they were not afraid, nor rent their garments, neither the king, nor any of his servants that heard all these words.

25 Nevertheless Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah had made intercession to the king that he would not burn the roll: but he would not hear them.

26 But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and Shelemiah the son of Abdeel, to take Baruch the scribe and Jeremiah the prophet: but the LORD hid them.

27 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, after that the king had burned the roll, and the words which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying,

28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all the former words that were in the first roll, which Jehoiakim the king of Judah hath burned.

29 And thou shalt say to Jehoiakim king of Judah, Thus saith the LORD; Thou hast burned this roll, saying, Why hast thou written therein, saying, The king of Babylon shall certainly come and destroy this land, and shall cause to cease from thence man and beast?

30 Therefore thus saith the LORD of Jehoiakim king of Judah; He shall have none to sit upon the throne of David: and his dead body shall be cast out in the day to the heat, and in the night to the frost.

31 And I will punish him and his seed and his servants for their iniquity; and I will bring upon them, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and upon the men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced against them; but they hearkened not.

32 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it to Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah; who wrote therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire: and there were added besides unto them many like words.”

Jeremiah was told by God to read His Word to the king. However, the king did not like what was being said, so he took his penknife and cut out pieces of the roll and burned the words in the fire. This action was condemned by God. God then preserved His Word by giving Jeremiah the same words. God wanted a pure copy of His Word preserved and not the corrupted one. “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.”—Deuteronomy 4:2. God pronounces judgment upon anyone who would take a penknife to His Word. The Critical text is just that. The Critical texts are the texts that philosophers have taken their penknife to and burned in the fire. God does not want us reading those. The Pure texts are found in the received texts. They have not had a penknife put to them. Those are the texts in which we should be reading from. 
The modern day versions add to and take away from God’s Word thousands of times. God pronounces judgment on those people and therefore we should not condone what they have done by reading their material. For example, the critical text does not like the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith. The philosophers believed in a works salvation, so they conveniently took a penknife to certain scriptures. For instance in Acts 8:36-37, the pure text of the Bible shows that the requirement for being baptized is faith in Christ, but not so in the critical texts. These so-called oldest and best manuscripts (Which are not the oldest and best) omit verse thirty seven so that the requirement for being baptized is not faith in Christ. 
“And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37  And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”—Acts 8:36-37 (KJV)

Notice now the critical text line in the English Revised Version of 1885 (ERV) that it omits verse thirty seven and inserts a footnote that places doubt about whether or not the verse should even be there, thus allowing the reader to lose his faith in the Word of God.  “And as they went on the way, they came unto a certain water; and the eunuch saith, Behold, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 37  (Some ancient authorities insert verse 37 wholly or in part.) 38  And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they both went down into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.”
This is the case with many other Bible verses in the critical text. They omit verses that do not agree with their works salvation and insert critical footnotes that place doubt upon God’s Word. They took a penknife to God’s Word and tossed it into the fire of philosophy. God will judge these people one day in the next life for what they have done. The critical text line of Bibles is not the complete Word of God, and therefore is not worth reading. 
The King James translators had access to the critical text and rejected them as being authoritative. They had access to every manuscript you can think of and examined each one carefully. The King James translators were forty eight of the greatest Bible scholars in the world. Many of them could have translated the whole bible by themselves. However, they used a system of checks and balances that ensured every word was the right word for the new English translation. Much of their work was taken from their predecessor William Tyndale and his English Tyndale Translation. Tyndale made many strides in how he translated the Bible into English and much of the King James Bible today reads like Tyndale’s translation. We can have full assurance that the King James Bible of today is the preserved Word of God for the English speaking people and not worry about what the critics say. 


FOOT NOTES
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Homework: 

MEMORY VERSE: “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”—Matthew 4:4 


LESSON 6: Jesus is God—The Trinity
“Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him.”—Psalms 2:12

There are many different beliefs about who Jesus is. Many people believe that Jesus is just some man, or prophet. Some believe Him to be only the Son of God, but Jesus is more than just the Son of God—He is God Himself! 
What can we learn from Psalms 2:12 about the deity of Christ, the Son of God? 
Kiss the Son...
The Word “kiss” is a term of worship (1 Kings 19:18) “Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.” The Bible will always define itself. To bow your knee to Baal (a false god in the Old Testament) would mean to kiss him. Perhaps you have seen someone kissing the feet of an idol of stone, or of a living idol like the Catholic Pope. When you bow your knees to an idol, it puts you in a position to kiss its feet and worship it.  To “kiss the Son” as found in Psalms 2:12 is to bow your knees to Him and worship Him. 
Only God can receive worship (Exodus 34:14) “For thou shalt worship no other god: for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God:” God is a jealous God and will not give His worship to anyone except Him. Therefore, because the Bible tells us to worship the Son of God, that means that the Son of God must be God Himself.  According to Psalms 2:12, we are to worship the Son of God. (Notice the capitol letter “S” in the word Son.) The word “Son” as found in Psalms 2:12 carries a capitol “S.” This is showing that it is God’s Son. 
Lest He be angry and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is kindled but a little… According to Psalms 2:12, the Son of God has power to execute His wrath if you do not worship Him.  Vengeance can ONLY belong to God. (Romans 12:19) “Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.” God is the One who can execute wrath (Job 21:30; Psalms 110:5; Proverbs 11:4; Isaiah 13:9; 1 Thessalonians 5:9)
“That the wicked is reserved to the day of destruction? they shall be brought forth to the day of wrath.”—Job 21:30. 
“The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath.”—Psalms 110:5. 

“Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righteousness delivereth from death.”—Proverbs 11:4.
“Behold, the day of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land desolate: and he shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it.”—Isaiah 13:9. 
“For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,”—1 Thessalonians 5:9. 
We find directly from the Bible that it is the Lord’s right hand (Jesus Christ, who sits at the right hand of the Father) that executes wrath on the Day of Wrath and Judgment for all who have not repented toward Him. (Matthew 26:64; Mark 14:62; Psalms 98:; 110:1; Mark 12:36; Acts 2:25,33-34)
If Jesus would have been JUST a man, His anger would have made Him a sinner. (James 1:20) “For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.” Only God can execute His anger in pure righteousness. He is the one, true judge of the world. God has not given that anger to men, save only in one respect, and that is a righteous governmental authority (Romans 13:4)
According to Psalms 2:12,  those who DO NOT trust in the Son of God will perish, but those who DO trust in Him will NOT perish (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”—John 3:16. 
We are to trust in the Son… (Psalms 2:12; 31:14; 78:22)
According to the Bible (Psalms 2:12) we are to place our TRUST in the Son of God. This is significant because believers are supposed to only trust in God as their Saviour. “But I trusted in thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my God.”—Psalms 31:14.  

“Because they believed not in God, and trusted not in his salvation:”—Psalms 78:22. 
There is to be no one else that we are to trust in EXCEPT God (Ruth 2:12; 2 Samuel 22:3, 31; Psalms 7:1; 16:1; 18:2, 30; 20:7; 25:2; 36:7; 40:3; 52:8; 55:23; 56:4, 11; 57:1; 62:8; 73:28; 86:2; 91:2; Proverbs 30:5)
“Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God.”—Psalms 20:7. 

“The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 3 I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies.”—Psalms 18:2-3. 
We are NOT to trust in ANYTHING ELSE (Isaiah 42:17; 46:5; Daniel 3:28; 2 Corinthians 1:9; 1 Timothy 4:10; 6:17; Hebrews 2:13) “They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly ashamed, that trust in graven images, that say to the molten images, Ye are our gods.”—Isaiah 42:17. 

“And again, I will put my trust in him. And again, Behold I and the children which God hath given me.”—Hebrews 2:13. 

“To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be like?”—Isaiah 46:5
“But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:”—2 Corinthians 1:9. 
“For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe. 11 These things command and teach.”—1 Timothy 4:10-11. 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God AND He is God Himself
He is found in the Old Testament

Psalms 2:12…Kiss the Son…
Daniel 3:25 (Isaiah 43:2) “He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.”—Daniel 3:25. 

“When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee.”—Isaiah 43:2. When the three Hebrew boys were tossed into the middle of the hottest fires Nebuchadnezzar could cause to flame, the Bible tells us that the SON OF GOD protected them so that there was not even the smell of smoke on them, and in correlation with Isaiah 43:2, God Himself was speaking to the children of Israel. Therefore, we conclude that the Son of God is God Himself and it is He who did the speaking in Isaiah 43:2. 
Proverbs 30:4 (What is God’s Son’s Name?) “Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath bound the waters in a garment? who hath established all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what is his son's name, if thou canst tell?”—Proverbs 30:4. 

Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended?...Jesus! When Jesus died on the Cross, He first descended into the lower parts of the earth (Hell), where two manner of people were—those who were in paradise (with Abraham) and those who were burning in the fire to pay for their sins (Luke 16:19-32). When He descended, he led those Old Testament saints who were under the care of Abraham up into Heaven (Psalms 68:18). Now paradise is no longer in the center of the earth near the damned, but up in Heaven with God. Ephesians 4:8-10 tells us of Jesus Christ fulfilling this as the Messiah.

“Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 9 (Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also descended first into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He that descended is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)”—Ephesians 4:8-10. 

Notice also the second part of Proverbs 30:4…who hath gathered the wind in his fists?...Jesus! 

“He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still.”—Psalms 107:29. 

“The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet.”—Nahum 1:3. 

“And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.”—Mark 4:39. According to the Bible, it is God that hath control over the elements. He can calm the storm. Mark 4:39 tells us that Jesus had this authority. Therefore, we conclude that Jesus is God. 
Notice the third part of Proverbs 30:4…who hath bound the waters in a garment?...Jesus! 
This portion of the scripture is a little unclear to this author. Therefore, for this part, there is no dogmatic view taken for it, only some speculation that might fit the verse’s meaning. This portion of the verse may be speaking about God’s Word being put into a book. “The words of a man's mouth are as deep waters, and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.”—Proverbs 18:4. Therefore, to bind up waters in a garment would mean to write those words into a book. 
Also, this part of the verse could mean something else. The garment could mean “our fleshly bodies.” Our bodies are made up mostly of water. Only God could produce a biological life form made mostly of water. He bound the water into a garment. “Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”—John 3:3-4. To be born of the water means to be born of the flesh. Our bodies then would be garments for water. However, no matter what this verse is talking about, one thing IS clear. Based upon the context, this whole verse is speaking about GOD. 
Notice the last part we have not covered…who hath established all the ends of the earth?…Jesus did! The Bible tells us plainly that Jesus is the one who created the world and established it by His Word and by His Spirit. “ For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist.”—Colossians 1:16-17. 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.”—John 1:1-3. 
“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”—John 1:14. Jesus created everything by the Word of God. The Word of God, which is God, became flesh and dwelt among us. “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.”—Matthew 1:23. 
“Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.”—Isaiah 12:6. The word ZION is another name for the CITY OF DAVID, which is BETHLEHEM, the birthplace of Jesus Christ. “And the inhabitants of Jebus said to David, Thou shalt not come hither. Nevertheless David took the castle of Zion, which is the city of David.”—1 Chronicles 11:5. 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”—Luke 2:11. 
“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,”—Matthew 2:1. 
“But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.”—Micah 5:2. 
Jesus Christ is God manifest in the flesh. He was always with the Father, humbled Himself in the form of a man so that He might be made under the Law of God, to redeem us who are under the law and could not keep it. “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”—Galatians 4:4. 
What is the name of the Son of God? Proverbs 30:4 describes God and tells us that He has a Son. JESUS IS HIS NAME and as we shall see, His name is above all names! 
LOOK UP THE FOLLOWING REFERENCES AND WRITE DOWN THE NAMES OF GOD’S SON AS GIVEN IN HIS WORD:

Isaiah 7:14; 9:6; Matthew 1:23-25; Luke 1:32, 35; Matthew 16:16; Mark 14:16; Isaiah 53; Daniel 9:26; Luke 4:41; John 6:69; 11:25-27; Acts 8:36-39; Hebrews 5:5; Matthew 3:17; 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke 9:35; 2 Peter 1:17-18

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Son is the ONLY Saviour and God is the ONLY Saviour. If the Son is the only Saviour and God is the only Saviour, then we conclude that Jesus is God. 
Hosea 13:4
“And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.”—1 John 4:14. 

“The God of my rock; in him will I trust: he is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high tower, and my refuge, my saviour; thou savest me from violence.”—2 Samuel 22:3. 

“They forgat God their saviour, which had done great things in Egypt;”—Psalms 106:21. 
“For I am the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee.”—Isaiah 43:3. 
“Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour.”—Isaiah 45:17. 
“Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not I the LORD? and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.”—Isaiah 45:21. 
“But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching, which is committed unto me according to the commandment of God our Saviour; 4 To Titus, mine own son after the common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Saviour.”—Titus 1:3-4. 
“Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.”—Titus 2:10. 
“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;”—Titus 2:13. 
“But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared,”—Titus 3:4. 


“Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:”—2 Peter 1:1. 
“To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen.”—Jude 1:25. 
“For therefore we both labour and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who is the Saviour of all men, specially of those that believe.”—1 Timothy 4:10. 
“For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;”—1 Timothy 2:3. 

“Of this man's seed hath God according to his promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus:”—Acts 13:23. 
“Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”—Acts 5:31. 

“And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.”—Luke 1:47. 
“Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god but me: for there is no saviour beside me.”—Hosea 13:4. 
All throughout the Old Testament and the New Testament, we find that Jesus Christ is God. He is the Holy One of Israel, the Saviour and God of the World. 

WHAT DOES THE NEW TESTAMENT SAY ABOUT CHRIST BEING GOD?
There are some other verses that we must point out. Earlier, we saw John 1:1-3, 4 where it clearly showed us that God became flesh and dwelt among us. Here now are some other verses to help. 
“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”—1 Timothy 3:16. Clearly there is no controversy as to who this is talking about. However, please note that if you are using a critical text Bible, this verse will either be dumbed down or parts of it removed. It will say words like He who was manifest…, or the whole part of “God was manifest” would be replaced with which was manifested in the flesh (as in the Douay-Rheims Catholic version). The God part is almost always removed or dumbed down. Only the Received Text Manuscripts, which is where the King James Bible derives its source of words, will give us the most accurate wording. Some omit it altogether. 
JESUS IS ALMIGHTY GOD
Next, let us notice some Bible verses, when used in comparison with one another will show that Jesus Christ is the Almighty God of the Old and New Testament.
Jesus said, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which is to come, the Almighty.”—Revelation 1:8. Jesus said this also in verse eleven of the same chapter, and in Revelation chapter twenty one and verse six. Why is that so significant? It is significant because Jehovah God said that in the Old Testament. “Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Israel, my called; I am he; I am the first, I also am the last.”—Isaiah 48:12. Wherefore He saith in another scripture, “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.”—Isaiah 44:6. 
“Saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first and the last:…”—Revelation 1:11a. 
As we read, in Revelation 1:8 and will see in Matthew 28:18, JESUS CHRIST IS THE ALMIGHTY GOD. This is important to note because the same language is used when Jehovah God spake unto the prophets in the Old Testament. “And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.:--Genesis 17:1. 
“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.”—Matthew 28:18. All power means that Jesus is Almighty. 
“And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude of people;”—Genesis 28:3. 
“And God said unto him, I am God Almighty: be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins;”—Genesis 35:11. 
There are many other scriptures that tell us God is the Almighty. (Genesis 43:14; 48:3; 49:25; Exodus 6:3; Numbers 24:4, 16; Job 5:17; 8:3, 5; 11:7, 13:3; 15:25; 21:20).
HE IS THE REDEEMER. Notice something else about Isaiah 44:6. “Thus saith the LORD the King of Israel, and his redeemer the LORD of hosts; I am the first, and I am the last; and beside me there is no God.”—Isaiah 44:6. This is an interesting verse. The King of Israel and His Redeemer! The Father and the Son of God are being represented here. There is no doubt that Jesus Christ is the Redeemer of all mankind, especially Israel. 
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19  But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:”—1 Peter 1:18-19. 
“And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;”—Revelation 5:9. 

“For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:”—Job 19:25. Job lived during the days of Abraham. 
“Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.”—Psalms 19:14. Here the LORD (Jehovah) is the Redeemer. “And they remembered that God was their rock, and the high God their redeemer.”—Psalms 78:35. God was their Rock and the HIGH GOD their redeemer. There are two people being mentioned here: God and the High God. Both are connected with being one God, yet two separate persons. 
“Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel; I will help thee, saith the LORD, and thy redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.”—Isaiah 41:14. 

“Thus saith the LORD, your redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; For your sake I have sent to Babylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships.”—Isaiah 43:14. 

“Thus saith the LORD, thy redeemer, and he that formed thee from the womb, I am the LORD that maketh all things; that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the earth by myself;”—Isaiah 44:24. This is very interesting. In this verse the LORD is the redeemer, but in Isaiah 44:6 it is the LORD AND HIS REDEEMER. “As for our redeemer, the LORD of hosts is his name, the Holy One of Israel.”—Isaiah 47:4. 
“Thus saith the LORD, thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel; I am the LORD thy God which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.”—Isaiah 48:17. 
“Thus saith the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him whom man despiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, to a servant of rulers, Kings shall see and arise, princes also shall worship, because of the LORD that is faithful, and the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose thee.”—Isaiah 49:7. Notice the difference in Isaiah 48:17 and this verse. The Lord in Isaiah 48:17 IS the Holy One, but in Isaiah 49:7 the Holy One is listed as a separate person. “For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called.”—Isaiah 54:5. God wanted no mistake about who He was. He wants us to know that Jesus Christ is God and is the one who made us, redeemed us, and married us (Ephesians 5:21-33).
“Thou shalt also suck the milk of the Gentiles, and shalt suck the breast of kings: and thou shalt know that I the LORD am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the mighty One of Jacob.”—Isaiah 60:16. We have already established that Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world and that He has redeemed us from our sins. “But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”—Galatians 4:4-5. 
This last verse will demonstrate once and for all that Jesus is the God and Redeemer spoken of by the prophets in the Bible. “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; 14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.”—Titus 2:13-14. This verse of scripture tells us that Jesus is THE GREAT GOD and that He is OUR SAVIOUR, and that HE GAVE HIMSELF FOR US (died for us) and REDEEMED US from all iniquity. Therefore, it is conclusive that Jesus Christ is God and that He is the one prophesied about in the Old Testament scriptures. 
Below are some scriptures for further study:

Isaiah 63:16; Jeremiah 50:34; Genesis 48:16; Psalms 34:22; 31:5; 49:15; 71:23; 74:2; 77:15 (Isaiah 53:1); 78:35; 107:2; 130:8; Isaiah 35:9; 43:1; 44:22 (Luke 23:44-45; Matthew 27:45-46; Luke 1:68; 24:21-27; Galatians 3:13)
Homework:
MEMORY VERSE: “And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.”—1 Timothy 3:16.

LESSON 7: Tithing
When a new Christian goes to church, he may be confronted with this idea about giving to God. Every Sunday he goes, he will find that an offering plate goes around. Therefore, we shall cover some basic questions concerning giving. Does God require that I give to the church, if so, how much? What is the importance of giving? Where does the money go? 
For our purposes, this author will only cover the Biblical perspective in giving, specifically in an independent Baptist church house. Different ecclesiastical organizations give differently and have different requirements. However, the Baptist faith provides the most biblical view about giving in the local church and what it is for. 
TITHING:

The word “tithe” means “tenth.” When someone tells you that they tithe off their income, they are telling you that they are giving God a tenth of their gross income to the local church that they are members of.  

The concept of tithing is very old. The first recorded instance in the bible about someone tithing was when Abram got back from the slaughter of the kings. He met the Priest and King of Salem   Melchizedek and gave him a tenth of all the spoils. “And Melchizedek king of Salem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of the most high God. 19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Abram of the most high God, possessor of heaven and earth: 20 And blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him tithes of all.”—Genesis 14:18-20. 
Why did Abram give Melchizedek tithes of all (a tenth of his gross income)? Though this was the first recorded instance in the Bible, the practice of it by Abram suggests that it had been going on for quite some time longer. Tithing is not just a Jewish Law, for it was practiced by Abram before Moses was alive. However, it did become incorporated into the Law later when Moses received that commandment from God. This demonstrates to us that it is important to God. Later, after Christ fulfilled the Law, we see the early church giving tithes to the local church in order to fund it, demonstrating to us that God still wants us to do it even though we do not need to do it for our salvation. 
The Tithe is the Lord’s

One thing we must know first about tithing is that the ten percent we give to God is not really ours to give. It already belongs to God. Therefore to keep the tithe would mean that you are stealing money from God that could be used in His local church. “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD.”—Leviticus 27:30. 
The Tithe is Ten Percent of the Gross Income

This was touched on earlier, but when we give the tithes, it must be from our gross income, not our net income. Net income is relative, while gross income is absolute. God is not relative about how much we should give. He is absolute in all things. It is clear as black and white. He does not leave room for you to spend it before the next church service so that you can have an excuse not to give. We should not treat God wrongly by giving Him sloppy seconds of all that we make. God deserves our very best and we should give Him our very best. “Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: 10 So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”—Proverbs 3:9-10. The first fruits of all your increase is your gross pay. If you honor God with that, He will honor you by blessing you more with that ten percent missing in your life than you could have gotten with the whole one hundred percent. 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. 11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD of hosts.”—Micah 3:10-11. If you keep the tithe, God is under no obligation to rebuke the Devourer Satan. He will devour more than what you can gain and therefore you will have less with the one hundred percent than you will with the ninety percent. He will send emergencies your way, or things that will cost you unexpected money until you decide to finally tithe the tenth of your gross income. 
The Tithe goes to the Storehouse

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house …” As shown in Micah 3:10, we need to bring our tithes to the local church house. The house of God is the local church as we have seen from previous chapters. It is there that we can take the fragments of the Lord’s people and use it to feed thousands with the Word of God. The local church needs finances to run just as much as any other organization. The place to get it is not from the government welfare system, like so many of God’s people are on these days, but it comes from God’s people. 
GIVING: 

Giving is different from tithing. Giving is an act of worship on the part of the believer. It is between the believer and God alone. You can give your time, talents, money, prayers and many other things in the church. Giving is always done above and beyond the tithe. The tithe is not yours; therefore it is not a sacrifice to give it. A sacrifice would be to give something above the ten percent that will help the church or some ministry. “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”—2 Corinthians 9:7. Giving must be done cheerfully and from the heart if it is to be accepted by God. “This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.”—Matthew 15:8. You can get close to God with your wallet or your lips, but if you do not have the right heart when you worship God, your act of worship will not be accepted. 
God will give back to you when you give to others

There are hundreds of verses dealing with this concept, but we will only cover a few. When you give to others who have need, God will give it back to you through some means. You may get and unexpected check, or someone may give you money or food or clothes that you did not expect. Somehow, some way, God will repay you, if not in this life, for sure in the next. “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”—Luke 6:38. 
“The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also himself.”—Proverbs 11:25. 
“¶But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.”—1 Corinthians 9:6, 

“Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”—Galatians 6:7. 

“Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble. 2 The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and he shall be blessed upon the earth: and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. 3 The LORD will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed in his sickness.”—Psalms 41:1-3. 
“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth.”—Ephesians 4:28.
“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work: 9 (As it is written, He hath dispersed abroad; he hath given to the poor: his righteousness remaineth for ever. 10 Now he that ministereth seed to the sower both minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness;) 11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to God. 12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; 13  Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”—2 Corinthians 9:7-15
“For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not.”—2 Corinthians 8:12. 
“But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”—1 Timothy 5:8. In order to have a fair and balanced view on giving, God put 1 Timothy 5:8 in the Bible. God wants us to provide for our own house first after we tithe. Anything that we have to give on top of providing for our own house is a blessing to us and an act of faith. That is why it is necessary that we are out of debt. The less debt we have, the more we will have to give. “The rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servant to the lender.”—Proverbs 22:7. 
“No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.”—Luke 16:13. 

“¶Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them that are sureties for debts.”—Proverbs 22:6. 
“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law.”—Romans 13:8.  The Bible demonstrates to us that God is clearly against debt to men, but is for giving to Him. Therefore, let us do everything possible to pay our bills off and have more to give to God.
MEMORY VERSE: “Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again.”—Luke 6:38. 

LESSON 8: Prayer and Fasting
“Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”—Matthew 17:21. In this last lesson, we shall cover the basics about prayer and fasting. In previous lessons we learned about Bible reading. Reading your Bible is allowing God to speak to you through His written Word. However, prayer is you speaking to Him from your heart of faith. To this end, let us understand some basics about prayer. 
What is prayer? Prayer is you speaking to God. It is as simple as that. It is not some complicated thing. It is not some ritualistic set of words to say, but it is a heart-felt thing between you and God. There is no set amount of time to pray, unless you desire to make it so in order to give your prayer life structure, but there needs to be enough time for you to pour out your heart to God and allow Him to speak to you. 
Structure in Prayer:
“¶And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward.

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”—Matthew 6:5-6. 

There are two basic kinds of prayers that you can do. 

· Public Prayer (V.5)
· Private prayer (V.6)
In this chapter, we will cover the basics of public and private prayer. 

PUBLIC PRAYER
“Two men went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican.

11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

12  I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess.

13  And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

14  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.”—Luke 18:10-14. 
From this text, we find that there were two people who prayed publically. One was a man who was righteous in his own eyes and another was a man who was sinful in his own eyes. God saw the righteousness of the publican and sinfulness of the Pharisee. Why? Because those who humble themselves before God demonstrate their need for Him. Those who think they are better than others because of the way the live are not right with God in their hearts. God sees the heart, but many times men look only to the outward appearance. 
“But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”—1 Samuel 16:7. When you pray to God in public, like at church, do so from your heart and not so all who hear you will think you are holy. Don’t use vain words as you might think yourself eloquent in prayer, but use words as you would talk to God in a normal conversation. Church is not a fashion show. It is not a country club for saints, but a hospital for the sick and a light in a dark place. Go to church seeking the blessings of God rather than the lauds of men. Pray out loud form the heart and all who hear it will know where it came from. 
PRIVATE PRAYER

“¶And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. 7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.
 9 ¶After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11  Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”—Matthew 6:5-15. 
Jesus told us that the most effective prayers we can pray are those that are done in secret. Praying in secret means you actually believe in God. Why would you pray to God in secret if you do not truly believe in Him? Therefore, what God sees in the dark, He will reward in the light. 
He also tells us not to use vain (empty) words in repetition. We are not to say ten “Hail Mary’s” and expect the blessings of God. Those are vain repetitions that the heathen use to talk to God. That is why we do not repeat Matthew 6:9-13 over and over again in a vain repetition. This prayer is a MODEL PRAYER. It is a structure in which you can base your prayer from, but it is not to be said over again like a chant. Recognize certain aspects about this prayer and use them to model your prayer to God with. 
For instance, we see from here that God is Holy. We are to approach a holy God. Therefore, we give Him reverence and do not ask for unholy things. We cleanse our hearts before anything else in order to stand in His holy presence. Also, we see that He is our Father. Therefore, we speak to Him as a son would a Father. We revere Him as our Father and entreat Him as such. We obey Him and listen to what He tells us. Examine this model prayer for yourself and you will find that these aspects will help guide you in your prayer life. 
Time for prayer
Part of structuring your prayer is setting a good time is to pray that suits you.  There are some good biblical times to pray, but it all depends on you. Praying at certain times helps you to establish a habit of prayer and therefore gives you a more structured prayer life. 
Pray in the Morning

“My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up.”—Psalms 5:3. 
Pray in the Evening

“Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice.”—Psalms 141:2.
Pray at different intervals of the day

“Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice.”—Psalms 55:17. 
“Seven times a day do I praise thee because of thy righteous judgments.”—Psalms 119:164. 
Pray at Midnight

“At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments.”—Psalms 119:62. 
Pray in the early hours before daylight
“And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed.”—Mark 1:35
Pray anytime
“Pray without ceasing.”—1 Thessalonians 5:17. 
I believe we get the idea from these verses that God not only wants us to pray, but that we should find set times in our lives that would be beneficial for us to pray. Doing this will establish a good habit of prayer. Replace the old, bad habits with new good ones like prayer and Bible study. 
Types of prayer

“I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. 3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;”—1 Timothy 2:1-3. God is good enough to show us not only how and when we should pray, but also who to pray for. Let us examine certain types of prayers we usually pray. 
There are many different types of prayers. The Bible differentiates “…supplications,  prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks…” Because God differentiates these kinds of prayers, it is therefore necessary that we learn what they mean. 
SUPPLICATION:

Supplication simply means “Supply.” You are praying for someone that God would supply a need in his life. Perhaps they need salvation, money, food, clothing, and so forth. As a Christian, you can go to the throne of God for someone and ask Him to supply a need he has in his life. 
Webster’s 1828 Dictionary defines it as this: “1. Entreaty; humble and earnest prayer in worship. In all our supplications to the Father of mercies, let us remember a world lying in ignorance and wickedness. 2. Petition; earnest request.”
INTERCESSIONS
Webster defined it as: “The act of interceding; mediation; interposition between parties at variance, with a view to reconciliation; prayer or solicitation to one party in favor of another, sometimes against another.”

This means that you are INTERCEDING on one’s behalf. You are standing in the way of God’s judgment upon their soul for the sins they have committed. Perhaps it is a lost loved on, or a Christian who has fallen out of sorts with God. The Holy Spirit of God intercedes for us and Christ sits in Heaven as our Great High Priest and makes intercession for us every day. “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.”—Romans 8:26. 
“Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us.”—Romans 8:34. We are exhorted to intercede to God on behalf of our government. The sins of the government must be judged here in the present, but that judgment may be repented of by God if His people would humble themselves and confess their sins to Him. Jonah was a man sent to preach to the wicked city of Nineveh. When Nineveh repented, their judgment was repented of and therefore the state of their country was prolonged. “If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.”—2 Chronicles 7:14. 
GIVING OF THANKS
This is perhaps the most important part of your prayer life. If you do not stop and take time to thank God for what He has done, why then should He continue to answer your prayers? “And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? 18 There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger.”—Luke 17:17-18.  There are many verses showing us that God wants us to be thankful to Him.

“¶I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving.”—Psalms 69:30  
‘Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms.”—Psalms 95:2  
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.”—Psalms 100:4 
“Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; sing praise upon the harp unto our God:”—Psalms 147:7  
“Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.”—Philippians 4:6 
“Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.”—Colossians 2:7. 

“¶Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving;”—Colossians 4:2. 
BLESSINGS FOR OUR FOOD

This falls under thankfulness. We ought to be thankful for our food and ask God to bless it when we eat. 

“For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with thanksgiving:”—1 Timothy 4:4. 
BENEDICTIONS AND INVOCATIONS
Chaplains, servicemen, and Pastors usually give these are formal events such as a chapel service, a dinner party, or a baseball game. Usually it is to ask God for safety in a game, in travel, to bless the food, or to bless a chapel or church service. It is a public form of prayer at some event. 
Webster’s 1828 dictionary defines it as:

“1. The act of blessing; a giving praise to God or rendering thanks for his favors; a blessing pronounced; hence grace before and after meals.

2. Blessing, prayer, or kind wishes, uttered in favor of any person or thing; a solemn or affectionate invocation of happiness; thanks; expression of gratitude.

3. The advantage conferred by blessing.

4. The form of instituting an abbot, answering to the consecration of a bishop.

5. The external ceremony performed by a priest in the office of matrimony is called the nuptial benediction.

6. In the Romish Church, an ecclesiastical ceremony by which a thing is rendered sacred or venerable.”

FASTING
Fasting is a doctrine that has been lost in many churches today. Preachers today are fat and show their gluttony. However, there was a time when people took this thing called fasting seriously. What is fasting and do we need it today?
What is Fasting?

Fasting is starving out the flesh so that the spirit may live. When you fast long enough, your body will get hungry. The longer you starve your flesh, the more you die to self. We commit sin on a daily basis. Sometimes we commit sins to the point that we develop an addiction to them. An addiction is a habit that has been formed over a long period of time. The body and flesh now craves those desires and hungers for them. The way to get rid of those fleshly hungers is to fast from them long enough. When you fast from those desires, the flesh starves, but the spirit lives on and is pure. “When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach.”—Psalms 69:10. Fasting is often accompanied by weeping, or a mournful spirit. You should weep over your sins. When you become broken over your sins, you will weep about them and fast from them. 
Many people have developed a hunger for pornography because they have looked at it long enough. They have become addicted to it. The flesh now craves those feelings and desires. “Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”—Matthew 17:21. If you want to get rid of the desires of the flesh, you must chasten your soul (mind) with fasting. You must fast from watching those things and replace it with doing something pure. “ Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”—Philippians 4:8. 
When we read about fasting in the Bible however, it is almost, if not always associated with fasting from food and many times from water. Many times people fasted for three days, seven days, ten days or forty days and nights without food and water. They died to themselves, but lived by the power of God. They put their flesh into subjection. Instead of obeying the flesh, the flesh obeyed them, though not by their own might, but through the power of God. The will of God became greater than their own will. 
When Jesus was praying in the wilderness, He did not eat or drink anything for forty days and forty nights. Afterwards He was hungry and the Devil tempted Him at one of His weakest hours. 
“And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterward an hungred. 3 And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”—Matthew 4:2-4. 
“Neither have I gone back from the commandment of his lips; I have esteemed the words of his mouth more than my necessary food.”—Job 23:12. 

Fasting means that you are putting the desires of God above your own desires. You are to feed the spirit with the Word of God and starve out the flesh. God will get a hold of the one who shows Him that the flesh is not as important as the things of His Spirit. 
“Ye have been rebellious against the LORD from the day that I knew you. 25 Thus I fell down before the LORD forty days and forty nights, as I fell down at the first; because the LORD had said he would destroy you. 26 I prayed therefore unto the LORD, and said, O Lord GOD, destroy not thy people and thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed through thy greatness, which thou hast brought forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand.”—Deuteronomy 9:24-26. 
Moses fasted quite often in the Bible for forty days and forty nights. He was called the meekest man on earth (Numbers 12:3). When he spoke to God, he talked to Him face to face as a friend did to another friend (Exodus 33:11). I say this because fasting was a big part of Moses’ relationship with God. He was a man who knew how to get a hold of God. He was a man who was very close to God. So was Jesus. So was Daniel the prophet. Those who got their prayers answered by God were broken hearted and fasted for extended periods of time. They got Biblical wisdom from God. When the flesh stops making noise, the spirit can finally hear what God has to say. The Christian therefore will be led by the Spirit and be in a place to have his prayers answered. 
MEMORY VERSE: 
“¶And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.”—Matthew 6:5-6. 

HINDRANCES TO ANSWERED PRAYER
“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”—James 5 16
As a Christian, one of the great privileges I have is that I can go to God and pray to Him at any time. I don’t need to go to some priest or some mediator, but to my Father in Heaven through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. But as a Christian sometimes I do not always get my prayers answered. God will not always answer my prayer the way I want it because He may have a better will for my life. However, sometimes my prayers are not answered because it is my fault. This is the subject I wish to preach about today, “Hindrances to Answered Prayer.” Though this may not be an exhaustive study, I am sure that eight points is more than sufficient to help the one praying today. 

The first hindrance from having your prayers answered is TURNING YOUR EARS FROM HEARING THE LAW.  “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”—Proverbs 28:9. The Bible tells us that breaking the Law of God is sin . “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.”—1 John 3:4.   The Bible tells us also that it is a sin against God to not obey the ordinances of man. 
“Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 14  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do well. 15  For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men: 16  As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 17  Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king. 18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward. 19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.”—1 Peter 2:13-19.  
It is very important to the Christian to obey the Law of God and the law of man. There are several reasons for this. First, it demonstrates your love for God. “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”—John 14:15. Jesus said that if we wish to show how much we love Him we may do so by obeying His voice. Have you had a Pastor or husband or a mother or a father who asked you to do something before? Do you know that when you are disobedient to that authority in your life you actually hurt them emotionally?
It pains me when I am in authority over someone and they won’t do what I say. It grieves my spirit terribly, but it is a joy when that person happily does what I ask without question. It is a joy when that person smiles and says, “I love you” and proves it by their actions. How much you obey God is commensurate with how much you love Him. Second, It is flat out rebellion to not obey His voice. The text shows that your prayer is an abomination to God if you turn your ears from hearing the Law. That means you purposely shut out the messenger from giving you the truth because you wish to abide in darkness. 
“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”—John 3:19. Rebellion it is as the sin of witchcraft and witchcraft is an abomination to God. It is the worship and enchanting of devils. “And Samuel said, Hath the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”—1 Samuel 15:22-23. 

“And he caused his children to pass through the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom: also he observed times, and used enchantments, and used witchcraft, and dealt with a familiar spirit, and with wizards: he wrought much evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke him to anger.”—2 Chronicles 33:6. 

“Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 20  Idolatry, WITCHCRAFT, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”—Galatians 5:19-21. 
This is one of the most, if not the most important point to understand. To not obey God is to rebel against Him and to rebel against God is an abomination. If you are praying to God and are living in a state of rebellion and sin then you will definitely not get your prayers answered. You cannot expect God to bless you when you are living in sin!  What parent is out there that will give their children gifts while they are constantly getting in trouble and not doing what they say? 
Children are more prone to being punished while they are living in rebellion than they are to being blessed! Friend, if you wish for God to bless you then you will first have to meet the conditions to prayer and the first one is that you must consecrate yourself unto the Lord. The word consecrate means to stop living in rebellion and sin and start doing your best to live like God wants you to. Will you sin? Yes! You are a sinner and as such you will sin, but I am speaking of something else. 
“If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me:”​—Psalms 66:18. And again, “Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.”—Psalms 19:13. We can’t premeditate our sins and say, “God will forgive me later.” We cannot think that God will hear your prayer when you are using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness. “As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.”—1 Peter 2:16. 
“For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.”—Galatians 5:13. 

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed from sin.”—Rom. 6:1-7. 
We must consecrate our lives to the Lord Jesus Christ and stop living in rebellion. Obey the rules that are given to you, both by God and by man. And if man’s laws should contradict God’s laws, then obey God’s voice first and use the leading of His Spirit to tell you what to do.  “Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.”—Acts 5:29. You always obey your highest authority and never disobey a command you know is right to obey. Just obey God and He will hear you. 
The easiest way to have your prayers answered is just to love God enough to listen to everything He says. You cannot know what He says unless you read His Word. You cannot be led of the Holy Ghost until you know what the words of the Holy Ghost say. The Holy Ghost will only lead you by what He has already said in His Word and not by some charismatic spirit. If you wish to be led by the Spirit of God then you must be led by His Words. How do you hear the voice of God? By reading His Word. 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:”—John 10:27. Those words are given to us in the King James Bible. They are the complete and full revelation of God. It is a giant love letter written to mankind from God and all man has to do is read it. If you want to know the thoughts of God then read His Word. If you want to know what God believes, then read His Word. It is His last will and Testament. It amazes me that we can read the writings of men who have died and discern what their will and thoughts were, but can’t believe the same about God. 

I must move on. The second hindrance to answered prayer is having BAD RELATIONSHIPS. “But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. 23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee; 24 Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift.”—Matthew 5:22-24. 
Probably the hardest thing for me to do is to reconcile my relationship to my brother when I have ought against him. I have the hardest time with swallowing my pride and asking for forgiveness, but that is what we must do if we are to have a right relationship with God. First, you must forgive your brother for the wrongs that they have done to you and then you must ask for forgiveness. Sometimes it takes forgiving yourself, but most of the time it takes swallowing your pride and admitting that you were wrong. Christian, do not harbor unforgiveness in your heart. It will only eat you alive. I know, I have been there myself a time or two. The only person you are hurting by not forgiving another is yourself. The other person may move on with his life, but you will not until you can forgive. 
“Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 26  But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your trespasses.”—Mark 11:24-26. You cannot have a good vertical relationship until  your horizontal relationships are in order. I do not care how many years it takes, you will always remember that person until you have gotten it right. “But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.”—Matthew 6:15.  Christian, please, if you have not yet forgiven someone for what they have done then I admonish you to go to that person right now and tell them you forgive them for Christ’s sake. Nothing he could ever do to you can ever compare to what you have done to Christ on the Cross. Put your wrongs in perspective with the ones you have done to God and they will not even compare! 
“Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered.”—1 Peter 3:7. 

The third hindrance to prayer is ASKING AMISS. “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.”—James 4:3. A lot of times we do not pray for our needs, but for our own desires. We ask amiss. We miss the mark in prayer. We think that we should pray for one thing, but God does not answer it sometimes for our own good.  A child who asks to pet the lion in the zoo is told an emphatic “No!” by his father. Likewise we too are told “No” by God for our own benefit. God does not desire to see us hurt and He knows that, if left to our own vices, we would destroy ourselves with our dreams, wishes and desires. 
If you are not a rich man it is because God is sparing you the hurt that comes along with being rich. He would rather have you see His glory prevail in your life through answered prayer and not by some horse of vanity. If you are a pauper then be content with such things as you have and let God’s will for your life fill your cup to overflowing through answered prayer. 
“Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. 33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”—Matthew 6:31-34. 
God never promised to supply our individual wants, but our needs. He will provide us with the necessities of life. It is important to understand this because too many Christians get discouraged when a prayer does not get answered. It is because they do not understand what they are praying for. They pray amiss. They forget that God may choose not to give them something that they might not need and probably will be harmful to them. They begin to think that they are not close enough to God and get discouraged, even doubting their salvation. But God is faithful; even to not answer our prayers for our own good. Sometimes by not answering our prayers He brings to pass something much greater than what we could have ever imagined. 
“And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be exalted above measure. 8  For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might depart from me. 9  And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”—2 Corinthians 12:7. Sometimes God’s strength can be made known through your weakness. Just as one day the sun and moon and all the stars shall give up their glory and brightness (Mark 13:24-25), the light of God’s strength can be more easily seen once your flesh has given up its glory. We must line our prayers up with the Bible and understand that God knows best for us. 

The fourth hindrance to prayer is NOT ASKING AT ALL. You will never know if God will answer your prayers if you do not have enough faith to humbly ask. “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, YET YE HAVE NOT, BECAUSE YE ASK NOT.”—James 4:2. If you believe that your prayers line up with the will of God then, “Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be full.”—John 16:24. 

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 8  For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9  Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? 10  Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 11  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?”—Matthew 7:7-11 (C/R: Luke 11:9-13). Don’t you see that God promises you He will answer your prayer? If you only have enough faith to ask He will give it to you so long as it lines up with His will for your life. Notice that this passage states that God will give you GOOD GIFTS and not evil ones. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.”—James 1:17. 
If you get a gift, but there are a lot of problems attached to it, the chances are that you did not get the gift from God. God gives PERFECT GIFTS. He gave us the perfect and complete gift of eternal life (Romans 5:15-18). He gave us the complete and perfect gift of the Holy Scriptures (Psalms 19:7) and He gave us His perfect Gift of Jesus Christ on the Cross of Calvary (John 3:16; 2 Cor. 5:21). If you have a gift that you claim has come from God and it is not perfect then your gift did not come from above, but from below and is meant to distract you away from the perfect gifts of God. If your religion or your Bible needs improving then it did not come from God, but from Satan Himself and has some man in there somewhere messing it all up. If you wish to have eternal life then just ask. Ye have not because ye ask not. If you wish to understand the Bible, just ask. Ye have not because ye ask not. 

The fifth hindrance to answered prayer is NOT BELIEVING IT CAN BE ANSWERED. “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, BELIEVING, ye shall receive.”—Matthew 21:22.  According to Christ, one of the requirements for having a prayer answered is believing that it can be answered. Do all prayers get answered even if you believe they can be answered? No. However, I would like to take you back to a familiar account in the scripture that may enlighten you to what I am speaking about. 
“Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15  Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17  If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. 18  But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.”—Daniel 3:14-18. 

In Daniel chapter three we find the account of Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon, setting up a giant golden image for all his subjects to worship. Nebuchadnezzar wanted a Catholic (universal) religion so that all his subjects would be happy and undivided. This is much like what is happening today in the modern ecumenical movement. But there were three faithful Hebrew boys that did not bow down to the image. When it was reported back to the king by the Chaldeans that they did not bow, Nebuchadnezzar got very upset and questioned the boys. The faith of these three boys was tremendous.  They quickly told him that their God was able to deliver them out of the fiery furnace, but if not….If not? 
Why would they say, “But if not?” It is because they knew that though God was able to deliver them from the fire, He may have chosen not to. If God was to choose not to then they believed God was still God and any unbelief on their part would not change that. They trusted that the judgment of the Almighty would be just and that they would never recant Christ for an image. It takes more faith to believe God is just when He does not answer prayers than it does to always expect Him to answer everything you ask for. These boys had a faith that would trust God even if He did not answer their prayers. That is a true belief, one that is undying and can never fade. That is the kind of faith we all need. Yes we must believe that He can answer prayers, but we must trust Him even if He chooses not to. 

The greatest hindrance to your prayer life is unbelief. “But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”—Hebrews 11:6. There is no way on earth you can please God if you do not come in faith. If you try to ask for a prayer of salvation outside of complete faith and trust in Christ then your faith is in vain. Your salvation must involve faith. Without faith it is IMPOSSIBLE to please God. That means there is nothing you can do in the power and energy of your flesh that can please God that would get you saved. “That no flesh should glory in his presence.”—1 Corinthians 1:29 .  “Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by THE LAW OF FAITH.”—Romans 3:27
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.10  For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and wit h the mouth confession is made unto salvation..”—Romans 10:9-10. Salvation and living the Christian life is all about faith. So many people wish to obey the law to do good deeds so they can think for themselves to have grace with God. They forget that there is a supreme law which surpasses all other laws and that is the Law of Faith. If you do not obey this law then nothing you can do for Christ will ever count. 

“Works done by unregenerate men, although for the matter of them they may be things which God commands; and of good use both to themselves and others: yet because they proceed not from an heart purified by faith; nor are done in a right manner, according to the Word; nor to a right end, the glory of God, they are therefore sinful, and cannot please God, or make a man meet to receive grace from God: and yet, their neglect of them is more sinful and displeasing unto God.”—Westminster Confession of Faith XVI.vii

It is important to understand that nothing you can do for God will ever amount to anything unless you pray in faith for it. “Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatick, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 16 And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17 Then Jesus answered and said, O faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18 And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19 Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you. 21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.”—Matt.  17:15-21.   
This text shows us that Christ’s disciples had trouble casting out a devil from someone because of their unbelief. Christ told His disciples that they could not do so because they did not believe that God could do it and that they should have prayed and fasted. Since Christ was able to do so, it means that He had been praying and fasting. Fasting is laying aside temporal lust in order to lay hold on eternal blessings from God. It takes faith to not eat food for two or three days or until God answers that prayer. You are telling God that you are serious about it and you are willing to put your flesh under subjection. You are putting yourself aside for a time being in order to help someone else. You are getting yourself out of the way so that God’s power may be seen in you. You are exhibiting a great amount of faith in God when you are fasting. 
You are telling God that there is something else more important in life than you and are hoping that God will do something miraculous. You are seeking answers from God and once the flesh is out of the way, God will begin to speak to you through the Spirit. Do you have the faith that it takes to get your prayers answered, or are they hindered by your unbelief? Unbelief is a sin and it is one that God will not tolerate. 

The sixth hindrance to answered prayer is GIVING UP TOO EARLY. “….The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.”—James 5:16b. This verse says that you must pray fervently. It means not giving up on your prayer even if it takes years. You may be praying for twenty years before that loved one gets saved. Giving up too early will stop God from working even though He has been working that whole time. 
“12 Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 13 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the vision is for many days.”—Daniel 10:12-14. 

Daniel was in the third year of Cyrus. He was mourning and was seeking an answer from God. Here Daniel was practicing the prayer method of fasting. Daniel was a great man of faith. He did not eat for three full weeks! That is a very long period of time not to eat any food. It seemed not uncommon for men to fast for forty days (over a month) in the Bible. That is a very long time to fast and certainly took great faith to do. But we see that during this whole time of prayer and fasting, Satan was hindering that prayer from being answered. There is a spiritual battle going on all around us and because we do not see it physically, it does not mean it is not there. We need to be aware that while we are praying Satan wants to stop that prayer from being answered, especially if it is a big prayer. What if Daniel had given up? I am not sure about whether or not God would have answered his prayer, however, no matter what would have happened, Daniel would have missed out on a blessing if he had. Daniel had an effectual (having an effect) and fervent (not having given up) prayer and God gave him the answer he needed. 

Christian, is there an answer you are seeking from God? I encourage you to not give up. If you are fasting from something then do not quit. Your answer is just around the corner. Satan may be blocking it from you now, but your answer is coming. Keep praying for that guidance and direction and God will bring it to pass. “I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 14 Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD.”—Psalms 27:13-14. And again, “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.”—Galatians 6:9. 

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him.”—Hebrews 11:6.  

The seventh hindrance to answered prayer is USING VAIN REPETITIONS. “But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask him.”—Matthew 6:7-8. If you think that you will have your prayers answered by saying ten “Hail Mary’s” then think again. Jesus said you are praying like a heathen. A heathen is anyone who has not put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ for salvation. A heathen prays the same words over and over again until they feel like they have done their penance for God. A heathen is someone who gets worked up in those prayers and thinks he is righteous for them. Jesus said that God knows what you need. Praying in vain (empty) repetitions is pointless. Right after this Jesus gives us the “Model Prayer.”

“After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.” –Matthew 6:9-15.   

Jesus never wanted this prayer to be prayed over and over again in a vain repetition like the heathen would pray it. Catholics say this prayer, but it does not mean anything. It is empty, vain and cannot please God. In Luke 11:2-4 it is recorded slightly different, therefore this prayer cannot be said in a vain repetition. God recorded it different just so that men could not say it in a vain repetition, yet they still do. Are we so foolish to think that God is pleased by our vanity? We should pray to God like we are talking to our fathers. We speak to Him with reverence, but boldly knowing that we may approach Him at any time. I speak to God as I speak to any person, but with more reverence. Don’t think that by saying, “God please forgive me of my sins” over and over again or in a ritualistic manner God will hear you. Is that how you speak to a person? I think not. You speak to people in complete sentences and not vain repetitions. 

The last hindrance to answered prayer we shall speak of is BEING HYPOCRITICAL. “Moreover when ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance: for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. 17  But thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 18  That thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly.”—Matthew 6:16-18. Don’t pray to receive men’s accolades. If you want God to answer your prayer then you must pray to Him and forget about what people think of you. God wants your heart and sees whether or not you are pleasing Him or men. I pray that this sermon will be a blessing in your prayer life as you apply it.
CONCLUSION

After reading the material presented in this book, you should be well grounded in the fundamentals of basic Christian living and knowledge. Please take and apply what has been learned. Knowledge gained without proper application is foolishness, but when that knowledge has been applied correctly to life, it becomes sound wisdom. Allow God to lead and direct you in your life as a Christian. I pray that this material has been a blessing. If you have questions about certain subjects, you may talk to your pastor, or write. I would love to hear your comments, suggestions, or questions. If God has blessed you through this book please let me know so I can be encouraged in the Lord by your testimony. May God richly bless you in all things. 
Sincerely, 


Manuel Fernandez, Christian Author

Write, call or email at:

PO BOX 380503
Port Charlotte, FL 33933
E: Fernandez.manuel1979@yahoo.com

H: (941) 462-9585
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My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge...





Hosea 4:6





Assurance


Baptism


Why water baptism does not wash away our sins


The Local Church


The Bible


Why so many Bibles?


Bible Study


The Trinity 


Tithing


Prayer and Fasting


Hindrances to Answered Prayer








Student’s Edition





Quickened means 


“Made alive, from a dead state.”











Jesus is the LAST Adam

















The Rapture, when we are changed from a fleshly creature to a spiritual one.





Liveth (here on earth) and believeth on Jesus shall never die (The rapture). 























Question: What about the Bible verses that tells us Baptism saves us?
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The words “gather together” means “assemble together.” This is a called out assembly of believers. God called them out to assemble unto Him. 








What is church? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What is the three-fold purpose of the church? 


______________________________


______________________________


______________________________


What are three of the nineteen things listed that the church is a place for?


_______________________________


_______________________________


_______________________________


Why do many Christians go to church services on Sunday Morning? __________________________________________________________________


How many days of the week did the early church attend services? ___________________________________________________________________


Which scribe found in Nehemiah chapter eight preached a great revival in Israel?


__________________________


Why is Nehemiah chapter eight such a good chapter to read? __________________________________________________________________


What are some Old Testament ways of saying the New Testament word “church?”


____________________________________________


____________________________________________


____________________________________________
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   98% of Bibles (NIV,


       RSV, CSV, NASB,  


            NKJV, ect…) 


	Come from only


	  2% of the 


 	     existing manu-


	        -script 


		evidence











Majority Text (TR)





KJV, Luther’s German Bible, Spanish RVR 1909, RV-G 2004





NIV, ESB, CSB, NKJV, RSV, ASV, Douay –Rheims, RV-1960
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Critical Text (CT)





Jerome’s  Latin Vulgate


Westcott/Hort


Wycliffe’s English Bible (Translated from Jerome’s)


Origen








Corrupt line of Bibles





Pure line of Bibles





Old Latin Vulgate


Peshitta


Erasmus’ Greek


Tyndale


Great Bible


Coverdale Bible





2% of the good translations we have come from 98% of the texts that agree with each other. (KJV, Tyndale, Spanish RV 1909)
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Alexandria, Egypt


Mt. Sinai


Critical Text called “Aleph” and “B”


2% of manuscripts, which were corrupted 





Figure 4-2





Antioch, Syria


Received Text (TR)


98% of manuscripts accepted, all agree with each other. 





Figure 4-1








THOUGHT: 





Most people don’t read the Bible as much as some Christians do. Therefore, as a Christian, you are obligated to know what the Bible says about how to live and then live that way. You may be the only Bible someone reads. If you are a good testimony, then other people will want to be more like you and learn more about God. Read the Bible, know it and live it! 


“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”—2 Timothy 2:15. 








How do we get our faith? _______________________________________________


What does the acronym B.I.B.L.E. stand for? ____________________________________________________________________


How did we get the Bible? ____________________________________________________________________


How can we read the Bible?


_________________________


_________________________


_________________________


_________________________


What three major attacks did Satan do to put a damper on the Great Revival of America?


________________________________________________


________________________________________________


________________________________________________


What does God promise to give to people who tamper with His Word?


______________________________________________________________


What line of Scriptures does the King James Bible come from?__________________


What line of scriptures do the modern versions come from?______________________


What two geographic locations are ALEPH and B from? ______________________________________________________________________


What is the pure Latin translation of the Bible? ________________________________


Where should we bring our Bibles? _________________________________________


Why couldn’t someone understand the Bible? _____________________________________________________________________


What Bible text shows a king who corrupted God’s Word with a penknife? _____________________________________________________________________





_________________________


_________________________


_________________________


_________________________








Demonstrate how Psalms 2:12 shows us that Jesus Christ is God:


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


 Who are the three persons of the trinity? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Give some Old Testament and New Testament scripture references showing that God and Jesus are both referred to as the Saviour:


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Give some Old Testament and New Testament scripture references showing that God and Jesus are both referred to as the Redeemer:


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Give some Old Testament and New Testament scripture references showing that God and Jesus are both referred to as the Almighty God:


______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





What does the word “tithe” mean? ____________________________________


Who does the tithe belong to? _______________________________________


Where should we tithe today as Christians? ____________________________


What is giving? __________________________________________________


What kind of giver does God love? ___________________________________


What happens to the person who gives liberally? _____________________________


What happens to the person who gives sparingly? _____________________________


What does God say about getting in debt? ___________________________________


What is the one thing that we as Christians owe to men? ________________________


How does God give back to those who give to Him? _____________________________________________________________________


Giving is an act of what? ___________________________________


We shouldn’t give God sloppy ___________________________


What was the first recorded instance in the Bible about tithing? ____________________________________________________________________


Who will God rebuke when you give Him the tithe? __________________________


When we tithe, we tithe off of what part of our income? _______________________


Net income is ________________  while gross income is _______________________


Even though Christ fulfilled the Law of Moses in respect to tithing, how do we know that Christians are still obligated to do it? _____________________________________________________________________


You give as you purpose in your what? ____________________________________


The place for God’s House to get its finances from is not from ______     ___________________, but from _______________  _________________


What verse in the Bible tells us not to be someone who strikes hands or becomes a surety for debts? _____________________________________________________





What is prayer? ________________________________________________________


What is fasting? ________________________________________________________


What are the two types of prayer that we can do? ____________________________________________________________________


What are some times that we can pray to God? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What is the best place we can pray? _______________________________________


What does the model prayer do for us? _____________________________________


Why do we intercede? __________________________________________________


Why do we give thanks? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


How should we not pray? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


What are supplications? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


When you commit sin long enough, your body begins to what? _____________________________________________________________________


How does structure in our prayer lives help us? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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