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“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of Godhat ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which your reasonable service. And
be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by tke renewing of your mind, that
ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, lf God.”—Romans 12:1-2

Far too many Christians today have come to love anepacur present world system,
especially in the area of their personal finances. Inyeaexa of our Christian life, Satan desires
to gain some kind of stronghold. He wishes to find somg twacontrol and even destroy your
life. He wishes to take away your Christian testimongl aender you useless as a servant of
Christ. How many Christian lives and testimonies cantiank of that have been destroyed by a
misuse of their personal finances? How many Christiarriages have broken apart because of
the stresses that are involved with finances? Perhapsase reading this text and are in a
predicament with your money. Perhaps your marriage has breaking apart at this very
moment because you can’t seem to make it in this craial of your life.

This book is designed to help you get your life backrackt By using this book, along
with faithfully attending pastoral counseling sessiongrgweek, and having a personal
relationship with God every day through prayer and Bibldingg you will finally have a plan
for your finances and bring hope back into your life. Reshgu are young and just starting out
in life. If so, this book will help you to avoid mistakaad pitfalls as long as you follow its
principles.

The first thing you must learn is that God’s way of daihimgs often does not make
sense to men. Man'’s ideas and philosophies can come lu@aWikinds of crazy inventions and
systems. Personal finances are one area that thdlyvphilosophers think they have a grip on.
The children of men think that they can manage their jnenecessfully without God. There are
many seminars and courses that will teach you how to aseynbut no one can teach you how
to really use money unless they are a follower ofis€hrist who lives by His principles from
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the Word of God. Only the Word of God has the true ansaboaut how to manage your
personal finances correctly. Man’s philosophies and idea$e good, but God’s way is always
best. Therefore, if you wish to get your life back amtrol and avoid making the same mistakes
others have made, then you will follow God’s way. IfdZoway contradicts what the world will
tell you, then you must believe God to be true.

“God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as itis written, That thou
mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcom&hen thou art judged.”—
Romans 3:4God is the one who can tell you what is true and wghadt. God’s way is the best
way you could ever travel in life. Think about this: If yate not following God, then who are
you following?“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are los. In whom the god of
this world hath blinded the minds of them which believenot, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine tnthem.”—2 _Corinthians 4:3-4

The god otthisworld is none other than Satan himself. The word “godans “prince, ruler, or
judge.” Those who do not follow the true and living God caly de following another god—
Satan. Satan is called “The prince of the power o&ttien Ephesians 2:2. He is the “god of this
world.” That means that he has set up a world systeyoioiand | to live in. When Satan was in
the wilderness of Sin tempting Jesus, one of the thingerhpted Him with was power to rule

over this world.

“Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wildernes® be tempted of the devil. And
when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, he was afterwa an hungred. And when
the tempter came to him, he said, If thou be the Son @od, command that these stones be
made bread. 4 But he answered and said, It is written, Mashall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. fien the devil taketh him up
into the holy city, and setteth him on a pinnacle of the tepie, And saith unto him, If thou
be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is writtenHe shall give his angels charge
concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear theepy lest at any time thou dash thy
foot against a stone. Jesus said unto him, It is written agaifhou shalt not tempt the Lord
thy God. Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding higmountain, and sheweth him
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; Andsaith unto him, All these things
will | give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee




hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship thelLord thy God, and him only shalt
thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angetame and ministered unto
him.” —Matthew 4:1-11

Satan had the ability to give Jesus that present waatdnSvas the prince and ruler over the
children of men. He set up pagan kingdoms and governments é¢hatagainst God. However,
Christ did not keep his eyes and mind focused on the kmgad men. He had His heart set on
the kingdom of God'For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world,and lose
his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his s@U—Matthew 16:26 Jesus

knew the value of eternity. Satan knew the authorit@od’'s Word. Satan himself knows God’s
Word well, and twists and contorts what it says to oleoto make it fit into his philosophies and

deceive our way of thinking.

That is what he did with Jesus in the wilderness of Bm.tried to change the literal
interpretation of God’s Word into something that meanttwigawas trying to say. He tried to
confuse Christ by altering the meaning of what the Holyp8aes were trying to convey to the
reader or hearer. That is why it is so important tm¥okhe principles of God’s WordStudy to
shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth nobtbe ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase
unto more ungodliness.>—2 Timothy 2:15-16God wants you to study the Word of God for

yourself. He does not want you to believe in some priagyst because that is the position of
your church. He wishes for you to know what you belieévahy you believe it.

Since we are on the subject of money, | would likehare with you a little metaphor. A
bank-teller handles real money all day. He knows liofeels, what it smells like and how it
looks. If fake money were to come around, that telleula spot it right away. They handle the
real stuff so much that they are able to spot the fakéatickly. That is how the Word of God
is. You will know counterfeit Christianity when you comeross it if you have studied the Word
of God enough. Satan can only fool the feeble minded.ardeoaly blind those to what God’s
Word says who have not taken the time to study out trenimg of it for themselves. That is
why it is so important for you to study the Word of GoauYhave to be able to recognize the
false wisdom from God’s truth. You have to be able tmgaize God’s blessings from Satan’s




blessings. Satan has the power to bless (and he wythuibbow down to him. He will keep you
off track and away from God by giving you a good and rich life

“The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addethno sorrow with it.” —
Proverbs 10:22 The way to tell if God is going to bless you in yountuges is this test of

Proverbs 10:22. If you logically look ahead and down the woéttle, what will the end of the
story be? Will there be headaches, and sorrow addemltdolessings, or will there be peace and
contentment? If there are bills attached to your bigssthen it probably did not come from
God. Sorrow cannot be added to the blessings of God. @it&n'S wisdom can produce that.
“Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let hinmesw out of a good
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But yfe have bitter envying and strife in
your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. Thiswisdom descendeth not from
above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying arstrife is, there is confusion
and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from above is fst pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, witout partiality, and without
hypocrisy. And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peacef them that make peace~—
James 3:13-18

James 3:13-18 stresses to us the importance of the Romar3 d2nciple of renewing our
minds. We have been brainwashed by Satan and his wotdhsjer a long time. We have been
deceived into a way of thinking that will end up hurting ‘iBeware of false prophets, which
come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are raveningolves. Ye shall know them
by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs ofhistles? Even so every good tree
bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth for th evil fruit. A good tree cannot
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree brin g forth good fruit. Every tree that
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into tle fire. Wherefore by their fruits
ye shall know them.—Matthew 7:15-20You know a good system when you see one. If you

see or have been using a broken system, then it is tmehanged your mind about it. Change
your mind about using a corrupt system that doesn’t work togusisystem that has stood the
test of time.

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he thatwinneth souls is wise*—
Proverbs 11:30 The fruit you will display from obeying the Word of Gwill be a tree of life!
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The fruit you exhibit in the area of your personal finarfmgslong things God’s way will allow
you to live a more peaceful and stress-free life. éfghnciples presented in this book fly in the
face of the principles you have learned from worldyngars or classes, then you are going to
have to make a decision on what you are going to belidke.you going to believe some
worldly system that has not worked for you at all ancuining your life, or will you just decide
to trust God and let Him heal your life and fix the mgss$ have gotten yourself into?

Your entire future depends on this one principle presentgduadn Romans 12:1-2. You
must decide right now that you are not going to be camed to this present world, but that you
are going to renew your entire way of thinking to God’s wayhinking. You have to make a
decision to obey God’s Word, even if it goes against wbat mother and father have taught
you growing up. You have to decide to trust God's Word andriteiples even if you do not
agree with them at the time. You are to simply trhat God knows what He is talking about and
move forward with your decision$-or as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my
ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts-=Isaiah 55:9

“There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless tleunsel of the LORD, that
shall stand.”—Proverbs 19:21 | think we have all seen what the world’s greatestnfiea

experts can do. Our economy is presently in shamblethandorld’s greatest economists do not
know what to do about it. The greatest financial miralgehno idea what to do anymore. If they
could only obey God’s principles of financial managemdmgy twould not be in such a mess. |
say then, put off your earthly thinking and allow God’s Wirdeform and reshape your mind.
Let Him wash your brain with the pure Word of G6Hvery word of God is pure: he is a
shield unto them that put their trust in him.” —Proverbs 30:5

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth.” —John 17:17 Jesus prayed to the
Father that His disciples would be sanctified throdlgé truth of God’'s Word. The word
“sanctify” means to be “set apart.” We are to set dueseapart as Christians as little beacons of
light in a dark world. We are to set ourselves apatthénarea of our finances so that all who see
us will know that there is a God and He does bless usgeasbey His Word. As we obey God’s
Word, we will stand apart from other people as being motizéns, both in our home lives and

in our communities.




Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”-Romans 12:1-2.

Question and Answer:

I.
2.

Who is the god of this present, evilworld? ______
When Satan fries to deceive us by twisting and contorting God’s Word, how are we fo counter
his attacks? __________
If our parents taught us a principle about finances, but God's Word says contrary fo that, who
are we supposed fo believe and frust? __________________________________________________
Your entire financial future depends on you following a principle from God's Word presented in
which verse of Scripture? ____
What is the litmus test of God's blessings? How can you tell if Satan blesses you or if God
blessesyou? _____
What is the Christian to be setapartby? ____
Which verse of Scripture stresses to us the importance of Romans 12:1-2? ______
How do you know if a financial system is a good system to use? What Bible verses can we

read that show us this? ____
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“And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make youfree.”—John 8:32

Have you been longing to experience true freedom? Youedisinave more to give to
missions, or to programs at the church, or perhaps tplgp&ho have genuine needs, but you
have nothing to give. Instead, your money is all tied up lis Bhd payments. You cannot
complain about having nothing to give if you continually putirgelf deeper and deeper into
debt. You think you are free by having a line of credit, bat ts not true freedom, for it puts
you into the bondage of slavefyfhe rich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is servan
to the lender.”—Proverbs 22:7 One cannot truly become the servant God wants thelpe to
until they have gotten out of the slavery of sin. Theengou indenture yourself to men as a
slave, the less you can be a servant to Christ. ¥imear and talents will be tied up in working to
make money that is not even yours. The freedom than3es to offer you puts you into slavery
to him and his people. The truth that God presents wakemyou free indeed!lf the Son
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free inde€d—John 8:36

The first thing you are going to have to change your minditaisohow you view your
finances. You are going to have to change your mind fromt wbu believe your priorities in
money ought to be and realize that God'’s prioritiesd#iferent. Most people believe in a “me
first, others second and God last” priority systemhéfyt go to church and give anything, it is
sloppy seconds. They give .001% of their paycheck whenstinayld be giving 10%.

“And he is the head of the body, the church: who is thedginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he might have the preemiance.—Colossians 1:18The

word “preeminence” is a very powerful word. It does junst mean that God is first in your life.
It means that He is first in all things. He takes altsoauthority in all matters and decisions you

make in life. This includes the area of your finances.




“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do &lto the glory of
God.”—1 Corinthians 10:3XCan you say with absolute certainty that you do ékery to the

glory of God? | suppose no one really can. We alldladirt of the glory of God (Romans 3:23).
What does this mean then? How can we do all things tolahg @f God if we always fall short

of the glory of God? It means that we are to folldw biblical principles God has laid out in
Scripture. Will we get it perfect every time? No, wdlwot. However, that does not give us an

excuse for not trying.

We are to try our very best to follow God the verytlibat we know how. God does not
want your outward showings, He wants your heart. Ifhide your heart, the external will take
care of itself. If you eat, do it to the glory of &d’ray before your meal. If you drink, make sure
you drink to the glory of God. How do | mean that? Malke s/ou are not drinking anything that
would give an appearance of evil (like alcohol). Do natldffom a bottle that looks like a beer
bottle, even if it is a perfectly innocent drink. Deeeything you can to show that you are trying
to provide all things honest in the sight of men.

You can handle your money in such a way that would briogy go God. In order to do
that, you must use the following priorities. Each of thedebe explained briefly to help the
reader to understand why they are in priority the way #ne.

God first (Colossians 1:18)

Family second (1 Timothy 5:8)

Ministry third (2 Corinthians 8:8-15)

All others fourth (Leviticus 19:10; Deuteronomy 24:21; Psadirg)
Yourself last of all (Mark 9:35)

a b 0N ke

If you can change your priorities in life to meet theserpiies, God will be pleased with
your giving no matter your financial circumstances. Youl@¢dave gotten yourself in a heap of
debt, but if you pay it off God’s way, He will bless yaiforts and you will glorify His name.
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“And he is the head of the lody, the church: : who ishe beginning, the firstborn
from the dead; that in all things he night have the preeminence.”—Colossians 1:18

How does one put God first in the area of onaiarices? The first principle one must
learn and follow faithfully is the principle of hing. One must make an absolute commitment to
God that he or she will tithe to Him every monthiaully and not let anything change that, even
when times get tough and especially when money sama@bundanceNot that | speak in
respect of want: for | have learned, in whatsoevestate | am, therewith to be content. |
know both how to be abased, and | know how to abouh every where and in all things |
am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, bob to abound and to suffer need. | can do
all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.—Philippians 4:11-13 There is nothing

wrong with being poor or having money to spend. Apestle Paul experienced both ends of the
spectrum. He knew what it was like to have money what it was like to have serious need.
However, he never compromised his convictions widavas on either side of the spectrum. He
always honored God in everything he did, especla#iyfinances.

TITHING

What is “tithing?” The word “tithe” means “one téuit It is a biblical word used to
describe the act of giving one tenth of one’s tgtalss income to God. Why would we want to
give ten percent of our total gross income to Gdd@% can that possibly benefit us? | thought
God wanted us to have money, now He wants us tadyef ten percent of it? The IRS already
takes away about thirty percent of my total grogoime, now | am to give ten percent more?
These were thoughts that went through my mind whest heard about this subject. However, |
have found that God will allow me to do more witle thinety percent than | ever could with the
one hundred percentAnd Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caas the things
that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are &d's. And they marvelled at him."—
Mark 12:17




% Tithing is commanded by God

“The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt brin g into the house of the LORD
thy God. Thou shalt not seethe a kid in his mother's milk—Exodus 23:19

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there maye meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | W not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not beam enough to receive it~
Malachi 3:10 God commanded His children during the Old Testamentggned to bring all
the tithes of the land into His house. His house thasTemple where the priests did the service
of God. The priests had no inheritance in Israel, but were to live off the tithes and offerings
of those who did*And the LORD spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheriance in
their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: lam thy part and thine
inheritance among the children of Israel. And, behold, have given the children of Levi all
the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their sewice which they serve, even the service of
the tabernacle of the congregation=—Numbers 18:20-21

The children of Aaron were not given any inheritance. déiscendants were to become
priests in the house of God and live off the tithes efgbople. The same concept holds true for
the people of God today. The Church is the New Testasterghouse of God. The people of
God are to tithe the tenth of their gross incomehtartlocal church (their local Temple). The
Pastor of their local church is supposed to live offéhtithes and offerings, just as God ordained
it for the priests of the Old Testamefithou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out
the corn.”—Deuteronomy 25:4

“Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of doubé honour, especially they
who labour in the word and doctrine. For the scripture fith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox
that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer is worthy of hs reward.”—1 Timothy 5:17-
18

“Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things liveof the things of the
temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers wth the altar? Even so hath the
Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should e of the gospel.>—1 Corinthians
9:13-14
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Tithing was practiced before, during and after the Old Testamaw, and into the
practices of the early New Testament Churches

“For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest of the moshigh God, who met
Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings, and blessed him; To whom also
Abraham gave a tenth part of all; first being by interpretation King of righteousness, and
after that also King of Salem, which is, King of peace; Withoutather, without mother,
without descent, having neither beginning of days, nor end dife; but made like unto the
Son of God; abideth a priest continually. Now consider how ge¢ this man was, unto whom
even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. Ahverily they that are of the
sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood, hasecommandment to take tithes of
the people according to the law, that is, of their bretten, though they come out of the loins
of Abraham: But he whose descent is not counted from themeceived tithes of Abraham,
and blessed him that had the promises. And without all cdradiction the less is blessed of
the better. And here men that die receive tithes; buthere he receiveth them, of whom it is
witnessed that he liveth. And as | may so say, Levi also, wheceiveth tithes, payed tithes
in Abraham. For he was yet in the loins of his father, wherMelchisedec met him.—
Hebrews 7:1-10

“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by hinm store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no gatherings when | come-=1 Corinthians 16:2

As we can see from scripture, God has ordained thatielae Testament pastors of local
churches are to live off the tithes and offerings @f pleople, just as the priests did during the
Mosaic Law. 1 Timothy 5:17-18 is a direct New Testameference to an Old Testament verse
of scripture. The same practice of the Mosaic Lawaasd in the Old Testament is to be
practiced in the local New Testament church. In othends; tithing is not just an Old Testament
concept and practice, but the New Testament writings apbit as well and it was practiced
by the early churches. It is a biblical priority for thieriStian to tithe from his income.

Furthermore we see that Abraham paid tithes to Meddkis prior to the Mosaic Law.
Melchisedec was a pre-incarnate appearance of Christadehe King of Salem. Salem means
“peace.” He was the King of peace. Among other thingsisCisr called The Prince of Peace in
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Isaiah 9:6. Melchisedec had no beginning and no end, judtrasg Gas no beginning and no end
(Revelation 1:8; 4:8; Exodus 3:14)lesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you,
Before Abraham was, | am.—John 8:58 Jesus told Moses the same thing while He spoke
with him in the bush on Mt. HoreBAnd God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he
said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, AM hath sent me unto you.™—
Exodus 3:14 Abraham paid tithes to God at Salem through God’s oedalting Melchisedec
(Jesus)‘And as | may so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, payaithes in Abraham. For

he (Levi) was yet in the loins of his fathe(Abraham), when MelchisededJesus Christ)met

him (Abraham).”—Hebrews 7:9-10We find then that the act of tithing was practiced leefor
the Mosaic Law, during it, and after that Law was figidi.

% Tithing is an act of worship

“What shall | render unto the LORD for all his benefits toward me? | will take the

cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD. | wilbay my vows unto the LORD

now in the presence of all his people. Precious in tlsgght of the LORD is the death of his
saints. O LORD, truly I am thy servant; | am thy servant, andthe son of thine handmaid:

thou hast loosed my bonds. | will offer to thee the sadice of thanksgiving, and will call

upon the name of the LORD. | will pay my vows unto the LORDnow in the presence of all
his people, 19 In the courts of the LORD'S house, in thaidst of thee, O Jerusalem. Praise
ye the LORD."—Psalms 116:12-19

We recall that we are ta.. Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to
God the things that are God's...—Mark 12:17b David posed the questiofi®/hat shall |
render to God for all His benefits toward me?” David saw his tithes and offerings as a way to
worship God. It was a way to show God that he was gidtafall the blessings he had. His was
a sacrifice of thanksgiving. He gave out of a thankhd grateful heartEvery man according
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingl or of necessity: for God loveth
a cheerful giver."—2 Corinthians 9:7 Not only did David give out of a thankful heart, but he

did it publically. He did it in the presence of God’s people was a living testimony to all. He

was not ashamed of how much he gave; he just gave thé abundance of his heart.
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“Beware of the scribes, which desire to walk in long robg and love greetings in the
markets, and the highest seats in the synagogues, and thaethrooms at feasts; Which
devour widows' houses, and for a shew make long prayers: tisame shall receive greater

damnation.

TAnd he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their d¢ into the treasury. And
he saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mitesAnd he said, Of a truth | say
unto you, that this poor widow hath cast in more than they allFor all these have of their
abundance cast in unto the offerings of God: but she of hgrenury hath cast in all the
living that she had."—Luke 20:46-21:1-4Because a widow woman was giving only two mites,

and the previous chapter warned against scribes and Phahaeeevoured widow’'s houses,
this text leads me to believe that the rich men gst their gifts to the treasury had gotten rich
from robbing these widowsSHave all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my
people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD-*Psalms 14:4

Jesus condemned the rich people and praised the poor withose Two mites were all
she had to give to God. She did not have much to dftérwhat she did have she gave all of it.
However, it was not so with the rich men. The moén looked like and appeared to have given
much, but in comparison to what they had, it was readly much. God’s measuring rod of
righteousness is much straighter than what man carGeeksees into the heart of the one who
gives, while man can only be impressed by what he kmxtesnally. God saw that the heart of
this poor widow was giving her all, while the hearts afsérich men were not with GotThis
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honourethme with their lips; but their
heart is far from me.”—Matthew 15:8

“But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenanceyr on the height of
his stature; because | have refused him: for the LORDe®th not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh onhie heart.”—1 Samuel 16:7
God knows whether your heart is with Him or not. He knomege about you than you know
about yourself. If you want to give to God, do not do strytdo impress anyone except God. It
does not matter what people think about your giving, it ordjtens what God thinks, for it is He
that you are offering to and no one else.
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% The Tithe is God’s. Therefore, to use the tithe means youeaisgtfrom God.

“And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of th land, or of the fruit of the
tree, is the LORD'S: it is holy unto the LORD."—Leviticus 27:30 One tenth of your gross
income belongs to God. It never belonged to you ifiteeplace. It is the LORD’s. You did not
earn $100.00, you earned $90.00. That $10.00 belongs to God and HisTlwuse.that $10.00
would mean that you are stealing from God. It would be theesas if you were to go to your

pastor and steal money out of his wallet. When the pastohome and found out that money
was gone, he would feel bad because it was not there@ud twy to look for it in vain. You are
stealing from your local church and from God Himself wheke the tenth of your gross income
and use it for yourself.

“Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Whereindve we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a cues for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehousehat there may be meat in mine
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hostd, | will not open you the
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shalot be room enough to
receive it.”—Malachi 3:8-10 A man who robs a bank is known as a robber. Robbaymoral

law and one that has always been recognized by manaddé thing. A bank robber would be
put in jail for his crime. The same holds true in theisl realm. Those who take the tenth and
use it for themselves are robbing God. They rob Him oiguthat money for the furtherance of
the Gospel. They rob God of the money that could leen used to help the poor through the
church, or to provide food and raiment (clothing) for thegraasnd his family. You rob God and
yourself of a blessing when you refuse to tithe. God epkn the windows of Heaven and pour
you out a blessing if you do tithe, but He will put you throagiirought if you refuse to do so.
That is why tithing is so important.

% God will rebuke the Devourer

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there maye meat in mine house,

and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | W not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be rooemough to receive it. And
I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall at destroy the fruits of your
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ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before thetime in the field, saith the LORD of
hosts. And all nations shall call you blessed: for ye shdlle a delightsome land, saith the
LORD of hosts.”—Malachi 3:10-12

The picture given to us from this text concerning the dexois some sort of locust or
pest that will eat the fruit of our fields. Farmer® damiliar with this. That is why many
pesticides have been developed. Their desire is to rdhekdevourer (keep away the pests).
They do not want the fruit of their field to be eatgnby birds, locusts, worms, teenagers, or any
other animal that has a bottomless pit for a stomach.

The devourer in our lives is SatdBe sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil,
as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour=1 Peter 5.8 Satan wants
to devour our lives. He wants to devour our sustenanceocasasoit comes in. Have you ever
thought, “I could save a lot of money if all these emecges did not keep coming up every
month?” Satan is the devourer. He knows how to devour ymney by sending situations your
way that cost you more money than you made that md#vlwever, God says that He can
rebuke that devourer if you would stop robbing Him. The neasby your money is being
devoured is because God knows how to abase those whdrgteaHim. When you make a
decision to stop stealing from God and tell Him you areysfor it, He will tell Satan to quit
devouring your money and pour out the blessings of Heavgotorfaith. This leads me to my
next point;God will open the windows of Heaven

% God will open the windows of Heaven

“Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there maye meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if | W not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not beam enough to receive it~
Malachi 3:10 It has been my experience and the experience of maeysaithat when you have
enough faith in God to trust Him with one of the masportant areas of your life (your money
and finances), God honors that faith by providing everyg n@e may have and even some of
your wants. He will answer prayers concerning your finantcgou are faithful enough to tithe
the tenth to Him. He will not answer those requestd yot have given back to Him what is
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rightfully His (The tenth), or until He has forgivenwof the debt (Which He will if you cannot
pay it back) and repent of your sin of not tithing.

God will hear your prayers if they come from a rightebeart of faith. He will open the
windows of Heaven and pour you out a blessing. That is mipeofrom God Himself. If you
have enough faith to believe His promise for the salwatif your soul, then you should have
enough faith to rest in His promise of provision in yoi@. IYou should be able to trust God with
the tenth of your income just as much as you trust Hith whe salvation of your soul.
Christianity is a practical practice and a very practiaéh. Put your faith to the test and into
practice by trusting God in every area of your life, eslgcyour finances. How much do you
trust God? Are you saved? Do you have any trouble restirihe promise of God for the
salvation of your soul? If He is that powerful to sawairysoul, then how is it that you have
trouble trusting Him with your money? Therefore, tr@&id and start tithing to your local

church right away.

Spending your money God’'s way will give you more to spend in paying off debt and

helping others.

“And not many days after the younger son gathered all together, andook his
journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance i riotous living.” —Luke
15:13 When | was a young man, | spent all my money on kining. My money was eaten up
in parties and booze and women—the same as this prodigaHsowasted all his money on
riotous and sinful activities. The provisions that were sugpos last him the rest of his life and
help him to start a family were eaten up by his own sin.

When you spend your money wisely, by not wasting it orukitiings, you could start
saving money and use it better for the Lord. Too many mgswaste their money on alcohol,
cigarettes, and Cable Television. They will spend $60-$200.06réhnon beer and cigarettes.
They will spend $40-$150.00 a month to pump filth into theimgjvroom through cable
television. That is up to $4,200 or so per year that is gmesinful living! They will then say
that they have no money to pay their bills or to gimekbto God. God does not condone those
sinful activities and tells us to stay away from them, many Christians are rebelling against
God and doing those things. They are wasting their mtn&yfill the lust of their flesh.
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GIVING

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed dowand shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For #h the same measure

that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again=Luke 6:38

Tithing is giving back to God what is already His, whijving is giving to God that
which He allowed you to keep. Keep in mind that it albbgk to God anyway, but He gives you
ninety percent of your income to enjoy. You give out efimety percent, but you tithe from the
one hundred percent.

GIVE GRATEFULLY

“Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so letiim give; not grudgingly,
or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver=-2 Corinthians 9:7 God does not want your

wallet if He does not have your heart. He does nait wau to put on a vain show of display. He
does not want to pry the money from your hands in ordegyetat into the offering plate. He
wants you to be so grateful for the blessings He gawvetgat you are happy to give back to
Him, even if it is but a small portion of what He ldsssed you with.

GIVE GRACIOUSLY

“Sell that ye have, and give alms; provide yourselves bags whishax not old, a
treasure in the heavens that faileth not, where no thief ggoacheth, neither moth
corrupteth. For where your treasure is, there will your hart be also.™—Luke 12:33-341

can tell you what is in your heart by looking into yourah&ook. The things that you spend
your money on are what are most valuable to you. If paumnd@ most of your time and money on
entertainment (Like Cable T.V., Movies, games, echéntyou are a flesh-driven person. If you
spend most of your time money on the things of the tShitke church, ministry, giving to the
poor, buying Bibles, Missions giving, ect...) then you arSpait driven person. Where your
treasure is, that is where your heart is. If your hsawith God, your checkbook will show it.
Therefore, give your heart and your wallet over to God earn rewards in Heaven. Earn
rewards that will never fade away. Look at what Jesukadzout it:
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“YILay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where mothand rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But layup for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and whee thieves do not break through
nor steal: 21For where your treasure is, there will your hart be also. The light of the body
is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy wholeody shall be full of light. But if thine
eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. Iherefore the light that is in thee be
darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve two mass: for either he will hate
the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to thene, and despise the other. Ye cannot

serve God and mammon.

fTherefore | say unto you, Take no thought for your life, whatye shall eat, or what
ye shall drink; nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. & not the life more than meat,
and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for hey sow not, neither do they
reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedethihem. Are ye not much
better than they? Which of you by taking thought can add one cubitinto his stature? And
why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of thdield, how they grow; they toil
not, neither do they spin: And yet | say unto you, That eveisolomon in all his glory was
not arrayed like one of these. Wherefore, if God so clothé¢ grass of the field, which to
day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not muchore clothe you, O ye of little
faith?

Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What sHake drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all theséhings do the Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these thingBut seek ye first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these thingkall be added unto you. Take
therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of
itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.~—Matthew 6:19-34

Jesus explained it to His disciples plain and simpteoNe who claims to follow Christ
should worry about the provisions of God. We are to thest God will provide for our every
need. We are to give back to God our time and talentislagnup treasures in Heaven. Earthly
riches will remain here on earth and someone eldeb&ihere to fight over them. We are to
concern ourselves with the things of God and trust tlat\@ll one day give it back to us.
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@Providing for CYour Family

“But if any provide not for his own, and speciallyfor those of his own touse, he hath n
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel=1 Timothy 5:8

The second group of people you will be spendingryoaney on is your family. God
always comes first in everything, but family alwaysnes right after that. Your family should be
the most important thing to you. Your wife and kade to take top priority over all other people.
That means there are financial decisions you ameggo have to make in life that are for the
good of your family. Therefore, as the leader @& lome, you are going to have to be strong in
this area of life. You are going to have to haveesight to see economic trends that might put
you and your family in financial jeopardy and theake sound, wise, and informed decisions on
how to avoid those pitfalls and perhaps even recoueof some of them.

Let's go over some of the typical bills you willesen a typical American home:

ltem Bill Bill Cycle Total Spent

Television $120.00]Month

Electricity $80.00|Month

Gasoline $150.00]Month S3IOOOOO
Water $50.00]Month

Credit Cards $500.00|Month

Entertainment $150.00]Month

Eating Out $100.00]Month

Beer $150.00]Month

Cigarettes $200.00]Month

Food $400.00]Month Assuming you are not on food stamps
Car $300.00|Month

Mortage $800.00]Month

19




As you can see, the bills tend to add up quickly and ¥eeage person needs to make

about $3,000 per month just to live. However, if you wereutocout the sinful activities that are

eating up your money and destroying your home, you could davet $500.00 per month!

Where that money should go will be discussed a littlé&atet, but we can see that there are some

hard choices you are going to have to make for the gbgduv family. You do not need beer,

cigarettes, or television. You do not need to eat ouhelttime. You can try to cook at home.

Just don’t burn yourself!

If you could save $500.00 per month, think about the impettwould have for you and

your family financially. Think about the fact that now ybave money to give back to God in

tithes. Think about the impact it would have on youitg@tly when you start living right, eating

healthy and not committing sin. Your life will turn ar@ufinancially and spiritually. Your

family will have a better view of your moral charact¥ou will be a better leader in the home

and finally start to be the Christian you want to be.

Write down your monthly bills here. Be extremely reaiand not conservative:

[tem

Bill

Bill Cycle

Total Spent

ltem

Bill Cycle




It is important that you are honest with yourself wiyen fill out this expense report. It
won't help you to hide anything. Your money will not geteshand re-directed if you cannot be
honest about where it is going. Your family’'s needs khdwe pretty basic. You should need
food, water, electricity, clothing, housing, transpootatispiritual and educational growth, ect.
However, your family does nomeed Cable/Satellite Television, beer, cigarettes, Chewing
tobacco, alcohol, ect. They do not need those thingsidially, nor do they need them for
spiritual reasons. Your family will never grow in therd if they are exposed to sin like this.

In my ministry time, | have seen parents go to chur@mes beg for money to pay their
electric bill, water bill, and even their rent paymenile at the same time, they had a big
screen TV with Satellite, Pay-per-view, beer in tb&igerator, and cigarettes in their mouths.
They had no food in the refrigerator for the kids—jugtrbélow sad! Those are bad parents, and
shame on you if you have done the same thing! You shoulida&od’s forgiveness and never
do that again. Get off the food stamps if you are ablvdrk. Food stamps were designed to
help people with real needs. If you are just too lazayddk, then shame on you! As the leader of
your home, you are going to have to make some hard desigiothe Lord and be a leader. You
are going to have to lead your family’s finances in algadanner. If you want to see the
blessings of God, then you are going to have to meet Gerkwe is and follow His Word.

“Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and druinkenness, not in
chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But puye on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.—Romans 13:13-14

If you are going to provide for your family, then stop prawgfor the flesh. Stop the gluttony of
sin and start taking the journey on a new life of Gdudéssings by obeying His WordBut
godliness with contentment is great gain-—1 Timothy 6:6 Be content with such things as ye
have. True happiness is found in wanting what you hatehaving what you want.

List the things you will cut out of your life right awalgat will allow you to save money.
Next calculate how much you will save per month and tracKeep yourself accountable to
your family and your pastor.
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Giving to the OMinistry

“I speak not by commandment, but by occasion of the forwardres of others, and to
prove the sincerity of your love. For ye know the grace of outord Jesus Christ, that,
though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, that yflough his poverty might
be rich. And herein | give my advice: for this is expent for you, who have begun before,
not only to do, but also to be forward a year ago. Now thereforperform the doing of it;
that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a pamhance also out of that which
ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accefed according to that a man hath, and
not according to that he hath not. For I mean not that other menbe eased, and ye
burdened: But by an equality, that now at this time your alundance may be a supply for
their want, that their abundance also may be a supply for youwant: that there may be
equality: As it is written, He that had gathered much hadnothing over; and he that had
gathered little had no lack.—2 Corinthians 8:8-15

Paul wrote to the Corinthian church to give them guidahtehis chapter, he gave them
guidance on how to give to the ministry. Many people dutirag time were giving up all they
had to distribute to the poorer saints that had nothing. Tassavnoble thing, but foolish, for
soon they became poor themselves and had no one to twnhelp. Paul told them in verse
twelve to give out of what little they had, and to gnet out of what they did not have. They
were not to go into debt to aid the ministry. Theyev® give a portion of what they made to the
work of the ministry, but their family was to comest before that.

You say, “But the need is so great!” | say, “But sity @od is greater than the need!”
Therefore, you are to give what you have and not give wnatdo not have. Pretty soon, your
family will be in financial jeopardy if you continue dhat path. You will find yourself spending
more and more of what you do not have because the ndeg@mn greater and greater. You will
go deeper and deeper into debt just to impress people. ¥awampressing God if you are not

giving His way. His way is not to go into debt over youinistry.

22




Giving to Gthers

“Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed dowand shaken
together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For #h the same measure

that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again=Luke 6:38

Giving to others has its rewards, but be wise about who gigng to. Some people will
lead a sinful life and scam their friends and neighbaoitsod money by telling them they have
need. One time | was pulling out of a fast-food restauaadta lady was standing there begging
for money. She said she needed just twenty more daltetshe would have collected enough to
go to Tampa (about an hour away) to go to her hospital antiesechild. | believed it to be a
scam since the pediatrics hospital was located inP8tersburg, not Tampa. | trusted my
instincts. A week later the same lady gave me the sarg, but did not recognize me. She
made a living out of doing this. She defrauded people jusite an easy buck.

One time | gave food and money to an extended family achmych that seemed to have
real need. Later | found out that they did not use tlwatay for godly purposes. They apparently
were laughing at me while they used it to buy illicit drugsople can seem very convincing and
will lie to your face. It is very important that you axmese about who you decide to give to.

To that end, when you to give to someone remember thatisSeatching. He sees your
heart and will return that which you have given. If yougggen dollars, God will give you back
that ten dollars*Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man sothe that
shall he also reap.—Galatians 6:7 What you sow in the fields is what you will reapydiu
sow much seed, you will reap a great harvest.

God has given us a principle in which we can use totgitkose who have need. It is called
the “Gleanage Principle” and it is found in Leviticus mfes nineteen‘And thou shalt not
glean thy vineyard, neither shalt thou gather every grape of thy weyard; thou shalt leave
them for the poor and stranger: | am the LORD your God.—Leviticus 19:10 God
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commanded Israel to leave a portion of their fieldstifi@ poor and the stranger to glean from.
This would have involved a little work on the part of gaor and stranger. The fields were left
for them to pick, but were not picked for them. The curmeelfare system is broken in this

regard. People have become lazy and unwilling to work, endtaaling from those who cannot
work and actually need welfare. Those who can work oumllotso to earn their keefior

even when we were with you, this we commanded you, thatafhy would not work, neither

should he eat.—2 Thessalonians 3:10'he poor and the stranger were to work and earn what
little they could glean from the master’s harvest.

If you are to give to the poor, and if that poor personthasbility to work, you should put
him to work. Working for a living not only builds charactbut also gives purpose and meaning
to one’s life. If that person is unwilling to work, thdan’t waste your money, for he is wasting
your time and everyone else’'s. Some people cannot amakiherefore you should help them
where help is needed.

A great example of this is found in the book of Ru#nd when she was risen up to
glean, Boaz commanded his young men, saying, Let her glean even amtime sheaves, and
reproach her not: And let fall also some of the handfis of purpose for her, and leave them,
that she may glean them, and rebuke her not. So she gleanedthe field until even, and
beat out that she had gleaned: and it was about an ephah of beyl And she took it up, and
went into the city: and her mother in law saw what she hagleaned: and she brought forth,
and gave to her that she had reserved after she was sufficeshd her mother in law said
unto her, Where hast thou gleaned to day? and where wroughtestdu? blessed be he that
did take knowledge of thee. And she shewed her mothen ilaw with whom she had
wrought, and said, The man's name with whom | wrought to day iBoaz."—Ruth 2:15-19

Ruth was a poor, Gentile girl who followed her Jewissthrar-in-law home. In order to get
food in the hard times she lived in, she had to glean thenfields. She came across a man by
the name of Boaz who allowed her to glean from his filddésause of his concern for her, he
told his people to leave behind extra grains for her tanglRuth was able to glean a great deal
of food to feed the house of Naomi.

24




“Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD willeliver him in time of trouble.
The LORD will preserve him, and keep him alive; and heshall be blessed upon the earth:
and thou wilt not deliver him unto the will of his enemes. The LORD will strengthen him
upon the bed of languishing: thou wilt make all his bed irhis sickness.>—Psalms 41:1-3If
you have money to give to others, then by all means d&®d.will watch over the house that
gives to the poor. However, as stated earlier yout iesvise about it:Behold, |1 send you
forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be ye thereforeise as serpents, and harmless as
doves.—Matthew 10:16 A serpent is very cautious about where it goes. dt ieast of prey,

while at the same time it is a predator. Hawks or abirels of the field can swoop down at any
time and eat a snake. At the same time, they are cuanthgneaky to catch their own prey.

Doves are not so. Doves are prey, not predators. &heg are designed to be able to see all
sides to watch for predators. At the same time theygantle and harmless creatures. We are to
be this way in the area of giving to others. We areetodutious about who we are giving to and
why. We should not enable someone to continue in sh&ful activities by paying for them. We
are to watch out for predators who would steal our moaeg,we are to be harmless as doves.
We should lend, expecting nothing back so that our friendshight remain in-tact.

“But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for notig again; and your
reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of #h Highest: for he is kind unto the
unthankful and to the evil.”—Luke 6:35 Even if your enemies needs help, you are to give to
them, but do not expect them to return the money. Pegmapsan make a friend out of your
enemy by simply being kind to him.

Giving to others can be a complicated thing. There argetladio have a genuine need and
there are those who desire to steal your money. Téwerethose who are your friends, but
inwardly are your enemies, and there are those who youaount as enemies, but could be
great friends by a simple act of kindness. Give owtlwzdt you have after you take care of your
family. God wants you to exercise caution in your giviagthers, while at the same time give
with harmless intentions. God is watching your hearbww fjou give and who you are giving to.
Your reward will be great if your heart and your wisdom great. “He that giveth unto the
poor shall not lack: but he that hideth his eyes shall havenany a curse.—Proverbs 28:27
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“And he sat down, and called the twelve, and saith unto time, If any man desire to be
first, the same shall be last of all, and servant of al—Mark 9:35

There is a principle in the Bible that teaches youettabt if you want to be first. Jesus gave
that example to us. He told His disciples that theyeato be servant of all if their desire was to
be great in the Kingdom of God and amongst themselvesgiBagest leader must become the
greatest servant. Jesus, the King of kings and Lord @$,lairessed Himself in a servant’s attire
and humbly washed the feet of His disciples—even tiewho He knew would betray Him.
Jesus is exalted as King above all kings because Héher&ervant of all servants. His service
was out of love. He placed His desires below the eesif others out of His love for them.

Being the leader of your family means you will haverake some sacrifices. You will have
to put the needs of your family above your own selfiséds. You will have to put the needs of
others above your own. You must become last in ordbetome first*And whosoever shall
compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him thaasketh thee, and from him
that would borrow of thee turn not thou away.—Matthew 5:41-42 There have been times

in my life where | have literally gone the extra nfie someone. | put my own needs aside for a
time being and stepped out of the way to help those peomeidmber one time when | had a

subordinate in the military. He was getting overweigbt| decided to run and exercise with him
three times a week. He got motivated and started livinge rhealthy and pretty soon he lost

enough weight to not go to the diet program the goverhmanted to send him to. Sometimes

you will have to go out of your way to serve others iheotto make a difference.
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When it comes to your money, you are the last persdanythashould be thinking about
giving to. The world will tell you that you deserve evéimgg and that this is your moment. The
world will tell you that “He who dies with the mostyts wins.” How sad to think that waFor
what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole worldand lose his own soul? or what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul2~Matthew 16:26 We must remember that we are

to live in view of eternity. Our reward is not down hereearth. Our money or our toys will not
go with us when we die. There will not be a Penske thatknd the deceased. While it is not a
sin to have nice things, just ask yourself how happyethbmgs are making you. Do you want
more and more? Will that cup ever get ftiBut godliness with contentment is great gain.—

1 Timothy 6:6 The only things we can bring with us to Heaven aredhés sve have helped and

our good works done FOR Christ, IN Christ, and THROUGHSTh

Later, we will get into the idea of planning for youtinement. There is nothing sinful about
having a retirement income. You will need the extra fire@noelp when you are old and gray.
Medicine and hospitals are not cheap. Provide for yeants, but only after you have put the
needs of everyone else first. Tithe, provide for y@mify, give to the local church, help the
poor and afflicted and if there is anything left over, heprgelf to the blessings God has given
you. While you should not feel guilty about having momegbundance, you should feel guilty
about ignoring a need that you can me#f.a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of
daily food, 16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, lye warmed and filled;
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are neadfto the body; what doth it
profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, beingalone. Yea, a man may say, Thou
hast faith, and | have works: shew me thy faith without thy wrks, and | will shew thee my
faith by my works.”—James 2:15-18Your faith doesn’t amount to a hill of beans if yourdx
use it. You can tell people how that you are a maaitf, but how will they know unless you
show them. How will a poor woman that is trying to finddofor her baby believe you are a
Christian if you will not help her buy milk when you leathe money to do so? Your faith is seen
by others by the amount of effort you put into helping th&irerefore, if there is a genuine
need, then help. If you work hard for the money you eadnyau decide to buy a boat, then it is
not a sin to do so long as God reveals to your heattittlis alright to do:Therefore to him
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin-—-James 4:17Understand and
follow the will of God, and you cannot go wrong.
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Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father
knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the
morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof.”-Matthew 6:31-34.

Question and Answer:

1. When you manage your finances, what priority system should you use that would honor the

Word of God?

2. What did King David consider his fithing and offeringstobe? ______________________________

3. According fo 1 Corinthians 10:31, how are we to manage our finances?_____________________

5. Jesus told us that if we wanted to be first in life, we would have to be what?

6. How is tithing different from giving?_____
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“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found &ithful.” —1 Corinthians

In this chapter, we will learn how to establish and keépdget that honors God. Earlier,
we learned that there are many things in our lives that moa honor God. By getting rid of
those things out of our lives, we can redirect that man® something that would matter, like
savings or getting out of debt.

“He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far county to receive for
himself a kingdom, and to return. And he called his tenesvants, and delivered them ten
pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till | come. But higitizens hated him, and sent a
message after him, saying, We will not have this man to reign ovas. And it came to pass,
that when he was returned, having received the kingdom, timnehe commanded these
servants to be called unto him, to whom he had given the mew, that he might know how
much every man had gained by trading. Then came the first, sayy, Lord, thy pound hath
gained ten pounds. And he said unto him, Well, thou good servearbecause thou hast been
faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten cities. And the second came, saying,
Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds. And he said likevge to him, Be thou also over

five cities.

And another came, saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, mch | have kept laid
up in a napkin: For | feared thee, because thou art an atsre man: thou takest up that
thou layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow.rl he saith unto him, Out of
thine own mouth will | judge thee, thou wicked servant. Tiou knewest that | was an
austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that Idid not sow: Wherefore
then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at my coming might have required
mine own with usury? And he said unto them that stood by, Takfrom him the pound, and
give it to him that hath ten pounds. (And they said unto lm, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)
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For | say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be giverand from him that hath
not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him. But th@esmine enemies, which would
not that | should reign over them, bring hither, and slay then before me.—Luke 19:12-27

God has entrusted every Christian to be a steward aseméhey. Because it is not our
money, but that we are merely stewards over what Ge@higusted us with, this means we are
to account for every penny of what God has blessed usWehare to spend that money God’s
way and we are to watch over it so as to make tlsé U out of it. If you were to work at a
bank you would be handling a lot of money. That moneytisyour money, yet other people are
entrusting you with care for it. Their money gets inveéstiad they earn interest on it. Imagine
that you are working at God’s bank. He has given you a@ddnamount of resources to look
after. How have you been investing it? Have you been imgeistin sinful activities and wasting
it? Have you said, “Who will have this man to reignrous?”’ Perhaps the reason why God has
not given you more is because He cannot trust you wattenThe better you are at managing
God’s money and accounting for it, the more He wilegyou to manage. That is the way God

works many times.
Cfour Budget

If you are new and just starting out in life, you willveaneed of a budget. If you are a
young or old and have been around, you probably have aceoiree bills and have need of a
budget right now. So what should your budget look like? Besoavsample budget. On the next
page you will have a chance to fill out your own budgéet.tkis out and discuss it with your
pastor/teacher/ Christian financial counselor. Establsir priorities and discipline yourself to
maintain this budget month by month.

Income: Credit Card: Health Insurance: Clothing:

Income: Credit Card: Car Insurance: School fees:
Income: Credit Card: Gasoline: Tithes:

Income: Credit Card: Electric: Offerings:
Income: Credit Card: Water Car Maintenance:
Income: Credit Card: Rent/Mortgage: Entertainment:
Car Payment: Savings: Food/supplies: Investments:
Student Loans: Pets: Gas: Life insurance:
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MY CURRENT BUDGET:

Income:
Income:
Income:
Income:

Credit Card:

Credit Card:

Credit Card:

Credit Card:

Credit Card:

Credit Card:

Savings:

Pets:
Car Payment:

Student Loans:

Health Insurance:
Car Insurance:
Gasoline:

Electric:

Water
Rent/Mortgage:
Food/supplies:

Gas:

Clothing:

School fees:

Tithes:

Offerings:

Car Maintenance:

Entertainment:

Investments:

Life insurance:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

wvrn-ununnoonoononnn

Total Income: S

Total Expenses: $

Income less Expenses: S
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MY DESIRED (OR NEW) BUDGET:

Income:
Income:
Income:
Income:

Credit Card:
Credit Card:
Credit Card:
Credit Card:
Credit Card:
Credit Card:
Savings:
Pets:

Car Payment:

Student Loans:

Health Insurance:
Car Insurance:
Gasoline:

Electric:

Water
Rent/Mortgage:
Food/supplies:

Gas:

Clothing:

School fees:

Tithes:

Offerings:

Car Maintenance:

Entertainment:

Investments:

Life insurance:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

Other:

wvrn-unununoonoononnn

Total Income: S

Total Expenses: $

Income less Expenses: S




Memory Verse:

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found faihful.” —1 Corinthians 4:2

Look at your current budget as opposed to your desired future budbahswer the following questions:

1. How does it differ?

a.

2. What are some of the things you cut out and what are sonhe d¢iiihgs you incorporated into
your new budget?

a.

3. How much money are you saving or not saving now that you hage dudget? Explain why.

a.

4. How has God'’s view of handling your finances affected the yeayspend and save?

a.

5. What decisions have you made that will aid you and your faimtitya greater accountability of
the money and resources God has entrusted you with?

a.

6. What did Jesus teach us in Luke chapter nineteen conceunirfigiances?

a.
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“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that lovét another hath
fulfilled the law.” —Romans 13:8

Debt—you start at zero and you end up with less. TheeBsoVery clear that Christians
are not to go into debt. So then why are so many CGimsstin over their heads with it? |
remember starting out in life at the age of twenty getling my first credit card. It was a J.C.
Penny’'s gold card. | thought | was a big man now that | hgdlé card | was so proud of
myself that | went out and bought things | did not neechtbapparent reason. The end of the
month came and | could not pay it all off at once. bwstapped with a 25% interest rate that
made it even harder to get rid of. Fortunately at thae { was expecting a large sum of money
to come in. It did not come in until half a year taé@d all the time | was paying interest that |
thought | would never pay off. | paid it off and was digbe when that money finally came in,
but that did not stop my spending habits. | was young ashchali know how to manage my
finances. | bought a car and went into debt over thaid that off in a couple of years, but I still

did not know how to manage my money.

By the time it was all said and done, | went into debtover $18,000 three times and
paid them off and was debt free those three times. Mawedid not stay debt freéBoast not
thyself of to morrow; for thou knowest not what a day may bringforth.” —Proverbs 27:11
thought that | would always have a steady job and wouldyasvibe able to pay off any debt |
owed because | had done it so many times. | was use@kong large sums of money at one
time and paying things off quickly. However, | realizenty maturity that the future is not
always as stable as | thought it would be. The econdamgpged and so did many jobs. Jobs
became scarce and so did money. In order to pay creditbasl to divert my cash on hand to
pay off credit cards and then use them that same noibtlny groceries, gas, and other expenses.
This helped me to change my mind about debt. No longer ske it as a tool from God, but a
snare of Satan to put me into bondage and to keep me frogqnfoee to serve Christ.
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O@hat is ODebt?

S
€

“Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of hem that are sureties for debts.2—
Proverbs 22:26

The Bible tells us to stay out of debt. We aretndtstrike hands” with someone to say that
we will owe them anything, Remember, we are nobwe any man anything except to love
them. We are not to be a person that lends moneyhers to be a surety for debt. This verse
gives us the example of the two kinds of debt tlzeeein life. There are two types of debt you

may be in right now or possibly are looking to ipeb. It is better not to get into either one.

Two kinds of Debt

UNSECURED DEBT:

The first kind of debt Proverbs 22:26 speaks afinsecured debt“Be not thou one of

them that strike hands...” Unsecured debt means that you are striking hanihbssemeone and
telling them that you will pay them back later. Yheave no collateral to use except your
promise and a contract that says you will pay hekloans you took from them. Debt such as
this will many times come at a higher interest a@eause of the lack of collateral. These are
things such as credit cards or student loans. Yawe struck hands with the lender via a contract
or even an oral agreement. Your good name is ofirtbend that is why they call it credit. You
have now just become a servant to that lender emdhabondage to him until you have paid it
off.
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SECURED DEBT:

The second kind of debt Proverbs 22:26 speaks of is secused“Be not thou one ...of
them that are sureties for debts.”Secured debt speaks of having a surety to secure that debt.
The lender has collateral in order to secure the Fattyou will pay the debt off. If you default
in your payments, the lender can repossess that asbétyaio resell it. These usually have a
lower interest rate because the lender is now secareg debt payment. Mortgage loans or car
loans are two examples of secured debts. If you do notfpgguwr car loan, the bank will come
and repossess the car.

“Are there not mockers with me? and doth not mine eye comtue in their
provocation? Lay down now, put me in a surety with thee; whosi he that will strike hands
with me?"—Job 17:2-3

“Be not thou one of them that strike hands, or of them thatre sureties for debts.z—

Proverbs 22:26 Another thing God’s Word is against is co-signing. Co-sigmengrhen one

person signs his name to a debt someone else wishes tioegeselves into. For instance, if
someone desires to buy a car, but does not have vedy@edit, that person can ask someone
else who has good credit to co-sign on the loan, regulh dual ownership and interest in the
car. The person buying the car has use of it, but if feutle on his payments, the co-signer gets
stuck with the bill and his good credit is ruined if he acanpay for it as well. The car gets
repossessed and both of those people now have bad €edigning is never a good idea.

Secured debt has been called “necessary debt.” Howawehook by author Dave Ramsey
called theTotal Money MakeovemMr. Ramsey believes that it is better to savehdasbuy a
house or car, rather than to go into debt to pay it éfé believes this is a feasible option for
anyone. He advocates either a 100% down payment plarifizrea fyear mortgagk.
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Whether you agree with this or not, the fact is thad’&%Vord states we are not to be surety
for any debts or be someone who makes a loan to othersofiateral.“But love ye your
enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing again; and yotgward shall be great,
and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for he isikd unto the unthankful and to the
evil.”—Luke 6:35 God’s Word is our final and only authority for faith andqiee. Therefore,
if you are to live out your faith as a Christian, you trfasm a conviction about not getting into
debt. If you are in debt, then make a commitment tongetiut of it. It is what God expects from

you as a Christian if you are serious about serving Him.

Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that lowd another hath
fulfilled the law.” —Romans 13:8

Question and Answer:

1. What does God’s Word say about Christians going into?debt

2. What are the two types of debt shown to us in the Bible?

3. What two theories are there in regards to money loans?

4. How are Christians supposed to loan to others?

5. What kind of debt are credit cards and student loans?

6. What kind of debt is a mortgage or car loan?

7. What does debt allow you to start with and end up withenend?

8. What does the Bible tell us not to boast ourselves of?

Footnotes:

Ramsey, Dave; The Total Money Makeover: A PlarFiancial SuccessNashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing; © 2009; 14g
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“I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry. He
brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miryclay, and set my feet upon a rock,
and established my goings. And he hath put a new song in rmmouth, even praise unto our
God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the L&D.”—Psalms 40:1-3

| have not met too many people who live debt free. dibee, if you are reading this
book it would not be a stretch to believe that you aréabtly in debt and may even be having
some difficulty managing it. This book, coupled with thetpes counseling you are receiving
will certainly help you to manage your finances by giviog yhe tools and the knowledge you
need. However, financial management takes a great ddalagbline and sacrifice. Therefore, if
you are going to have any success in managing your finaneal,depend solely on your own
discipline to follow that which you have been taughjpply thine heart unto instruction, and

thine ears to the words of knowledge-Proverbs 23:12And again, Through wisdom is an

house builded; and by understanding it is established: Ad by knowledge shall the
chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant riches—Proverbs 24:3-4

If you wish to manage your debt and get out of it angtgéaon, you are going to have to
follow the principles laid out for you in Psalms 40:1-Befe are three points we should notice
about this text.

1. David’s Patient Prayer
2. David’s Pit of Despair
3. David’s Praise to Share

In context, all these points speak to the spiritual sialwahat God offers us. However,
these same principles can be applied to our own earthgtiwa. There are many times in
David'’s life that he called upon the Lord for salvatioom his earthly troubles.
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One such example is found in Psalms 59:2 where he Yagfyer me from the
workers of iniquity, and save me from bloody men*—Psalms 59:2When it comes to debt,
you need to make this a matter of salvation. You need Gedjsto save you from the mess you
have gotten yourself into. If you try to do this witihdSod, you will fail miserably, but with
God’s doing the work for you, it will become eaSVrust in the LORD with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways daowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths. {Be not wise in thine own eyes: fedhe LORD, and depart from evil. 8 It
shall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy bones. Honauthe LORD with thy
substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine increase: So shall thy barns be filled with
plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine-Proverbs 3:5-10Let us notice our

first point, David’s Patient Prayer
David’s Patient .(/D'Lays'c:

David made his issues known to God through patient prayepré&ied and he prayed.
When he got tired of praying, he prayed some more. What déeava from this? David's
answer from God did not come right away. It took muchetim prayer and dedication to
walking in the footsteps of God. If your prayers are goingedeard at all from God, you must
first be one of His children and also you must walk is fdotsteps.

God is not obligated to bless the Devil's children, just aminot obligated to bless the
child of another man. Each father is responsible forolng children. Jesus saitife are of
your father the devil...”—John 8:44a Jesus also said,.. Verily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God-John 3:3b You must be
born into God'’s family by faith in Jesus Christ. Afy@u have been born into God’s family, God
becomes your Father and is now obligated to take cayewfto teach you and to raise you.
“Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God:..-~1 John 5:1a

After you have been born again, having your prayers heafdoblyis as simple as you
obeying the truth that you already know and doing what lyelieve to be right by Him. Of
course, no one is perfect, neither does everyone levewything about God’s Word. Therefore,

follow what you know to be right by God and leave tbstup to Him. However, if you know
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something is wrong by God and you do it anyway, then thatvel stand in the way of your
relationship to God and He is not obligated to hear youyepsa Until you have corrected
yourself, God will not hear your petitiorf$f | regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not
hear me:"—Psalms 66:18

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hangd, ye sinners;
and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflictedand mourn, and weep: let your
laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humlg yourselves in the sight
of the Lord, and he shall lift you up."—James 4:8-10

“Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.”—1 Peter 5:7 It is important
to note that Godvantsyou to pray to Him, but He wants you to do it the riglatywHe wants
you to come to Him in the spirit of humility, not pridde wants you to know that it is He that
will deliver you from your bondage and you could not do ithaiit Him. “l, even I, am the
LORD; and beside me there is no saviour=lsaiah 43:11 You cannot save yourself from
anything; God is the only one that can deliver ydine Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me;
because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings untbe meek; he hath sent
me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound;"—Isaiah 61:1

If you are going to get out of debt, the first thing yoe @oing to have to do is make this
a serious matter of prayer. You are going to have to hugdhleself in the sight of Almighty
God, pray to Him and confess to Him that you cannothi® without Him. You are going to
have to give control of your finances to Him and oley principles of His Word in managing
them. That means you are going to tithe the tenttheffitst fruits of all your income. That
means you are going to take things out of your life thatating up your money and wasting
away your income. That means you are going to have to tesha paying your taxes. That
may also mean getting off of welfare (if you are ablevork) and find a job. That means making
sacrifices that you never would have thought you could makairly the sacrifice of a broken
heart.“The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; ard saveth such as be of a
contrite spirit.” —Psalms 34:18Your heart needs to be broken over this and your pregas
to be directed toward Him! You need to cleanse yourfitiden secret faults and obey God’s
Word with your whole heart. You must make this a matteerious prayer.
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The second thing about David’s prayer is, not only waseitous, but it was patient.
Getting out of debt is not going to happen over-night if goe doing it God’s way. It will take
hard work, discipline and dedication. Christians aresupiposed to gamble, and that includes
the lottery and BINGO game%-or even when we were with you, this we commanded you,
that if any would not work, neither should he eat.~—2 Thessalonians 3:10

“Let him that stole steal no more: but rather let him labour, working with his hands
the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him thateedeth.—Ephesians 4:28

The Word of God commands Christians to work. Money thayotten through hard work is
often kept longer and managed wiser, but money that igrgttirough easy means is spent
frivolously and carelessly:Wilt thou set thine eyes upon that which is not? for richs
certainly make themselves wings; they fly away as an eagle towal®aven.—Proverbs
23:5. | have experienced this principle first hand and hage gehappen to many people. Being
rich does not mean you have a lot of money. That movigyly away quickly and you will
become poor if you are a poor money manager. It happernbe pvodigal son (Luke 15:11-24),
who for his own lust spent all his worldly possessiomd segarded not the work of his father.
Satan took all of Job’s worldly possessions away (Job Jed).lost not his faith in God, but
rather was strengthened by it. Money that is gottenugirohard work is cherished and is
precious. Rare things are cherished more than thingatdatot rare. We see that in our jewels
and metals. Gold is rare and is cherished, while tinusi@nt and disposable.

Patiently waiting for the deliverance of God not onlywhagour faith and trust in Him,
but will also teach you lessons while you are waiting, laglg you cherish the fact that you are
out of debt once it happens. You will be less likehgab back into debt once you have worked
so hard to get out of it. David cherished his deliverdo@mmause he waited patiently for it. When
it finally came, he was filled with joy, just as youlvie someday.

The second point we should notice about this teRiaxad’'s Pit of Despair
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David's Pit o/[ %sapaém:

“He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the mily clay, and set my feet upon a
rock, and established my goings.”-Psalms 40:2

Debt is a horrible pit to be in. It is a pit of miclay. Miry clay is hard to get out of. It is
deep mud and will stop you in your tracks. Noah Webstdnsid828 dictionary states that:
“MIRE , n. Deep mud; earth so wet and soft as to yield téetfteand to wheelMIRE , v.t. To
plunge and fix in mire; to set or stall in mud. We salgpese, an ox or a carriage is mired, when
it has sunk deep into mud and its progress is stopped. 1./ daub with mud or foul matter.
MIRE , v.i. To sink in mud, or to sink so deep as to be unable t@ riaoward.”

In other words, your progress will stop and you will hetable to move forward for God
when you are in miry clay. Debt is a progress stoppeegards to your service to GotNo
man can serve two masters: for either he will hate thene, and love the other; or else he
will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannotrse God and mammon.™—Matthew
6:24. Therefore, if you are going to move on in your lifel serve the Living God, you are going
to have to cease from your dead works. You are goingue to trust God to take your feet out
of the miry clay of debt, set your feet upon the sotidk of the Word of God and obey the
established paths of it. God has already established yongsydile already has given us His
established Word that leads us in His established pathseAlave to do is get on the old beaten
path of God’s Word and follow it day by day.

You are going to have to realize the horrible place yeuraright now. You are in the
dungeons of sin with bars of slavery and chains of desyaiir.need the hand of God to get you
out of that miry dungeon, break loose the chains, operptison doors and set you free. You
might ask, “But how does He do this?” Thomas Edisamasgited with saying thisJpportunity
is missed by most people because it comes dressed in overait®ksidike work’? There is a
lot of work out there that many people are too lazyaoThose same people will complain that
they are poor and have nothing. Let that not be saidwof@od will give you the work to do and
the ability to do it. He will also give you the traigirou will need to complete it. It is up to you
to put feet to your prayers and get to work. Work ises$ihg from God, not a cursing.
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God does not rain money down from the sky, but Heprdvide for you through many
opportunities to earn money. He will present your answére form of work, whatever that may
be. If it honors Him, then do not be ashamed to daan't think that by getting a job at the local
bar or liquor store, that you have been blessed withk Wvom God. God provides, but He won't
do it in an unholy way:The blessing of the LORD, it maketh rich, and he addetmo sorrow

with it.” —Proverbs 10:22 Sin will add sorrow to your life, but God’s blessingdlwot. This

includes the area of your work and what you will do tan@aoney. Selling beer, cigarettes, dirty
magazines, alcohol, and lottery tickets does not hondriGany way, shape or form. Therefore,
you must decline such offers and wait patiently for Gogite you His blessings as opposed to
being deceived by Satan’s.

Lastly, let us notice our last poirdavid’s Praise to Share

David’s Praisse To Shane:

“And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto ousod: many shall see it,
and fear, and shall trust in the LORD."—Psalms 40:3

David praised the Lord for many things. He praised Him far péist blessings, for the
present blessings and the future blessings. Even when Dasidrwag out to God for help, he
never failed to recognize that God was in control andedaHim through it all. If you are truly
trusting in God for your delivery, your fears will be ovedowed by your praises.

David’s Past Blessings

“I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: ahl will wait on thy name;
for it is good before thy saints.>—Psalms 52:9

Often in reading David’s Psalms or some of the otheteBorophets, you will find that
the past blessings of God were an encouragement to tHeoktiorward to the future blessings
they would receive. Our faith is often strengthened wBed answers our prayers. However,
many people forget the past blessings of God and can sgethnlpresent situation. By
reflecting on what God has already done and thankingfbiirklis blessings, you can know that
God will perform His promises to yotHear me when | call, O God of my righteousness:

42




thou hast enlarged me when | was in distress; have mercy ap me, and hear my
prayer.”—Psalms 4:1

“O LORD, thou art my God; | will exalt thee, I will prais e thy name; for thou hast
done wonderful things; thy counsels of old are faithfulnesand truth.”—Isaiah 25:1 When
God does something wonderful for you, you should write wrdan a book somewhere. From
time to time you should read it, especially when youhanang a tough time. By the time you
are done, your focus will have shifted from the prese@oason unto the sovereignty of God.
You will understand that God is in control of your whofe and orchestrating something good
to come from the bad circumstanc&nd we know that all things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who are the called according to $ipurpose.—Romans 8:28

Think about your life and growing up. Most people cannot say their lives have
always been a bed of roses. There have been harditingesr life and events that did not seem
to be joyous when they were happening, but God brought youghrit so you can come to a
closer relationship with Him. The fact that you are goithrough difficult financial
circumstances does not mean that God does not love yihatolHe forsook you. It just means
that you have gotten into a mess and you need His helpadvation to save you from itLet
your conversation be without covetousness; and be content wislich things as ye have: for
he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee-~Hebrews 13:5Later, we will revisit
this verse and learn more about what it has to saynéw, try to recall some things God has
done for you in answer to prayer when you were going throwjffieult situation. Praise God
for what He did. You may find yourself running out of papesu¥Ynay find yourself crying and
broken. That is where you need to be.

List some answered prayers that God has done for you:
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David’s Present Blessings

“But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy,
because thou defendest them: let them also that love thyame be joyful in thee.—Psalms

David not only reflected on God’s past blessings, but Hisopresent blessings. The
word defendesis a continual action verb. The “est” at the endhefword “defend” tells us that
God not only defends, but continues to defend. In other worsls ipresent tense verb and at the
same time gives the expectation of future defensiveractinGod’s part. It also gives the idea
that God has defended in the past. God not only defended Davidiab continually watching

out for him and would not cease to do so.

You can find a blessing in anything. If you cannot, then just kmpwéod is in control
should be enough for you to be joyful in Him. Those thatt God are to rejoice in knowing that
God will defend all those that trust in HiffBe merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto
me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of hwings will | make my refuge,
until these calamities be overpast=—Psalms 57:1

There are many things God has blessed you with todayninago unrecognized. There
are many things you take for granted that other people wouisep@od for. For example, a
lame man would praise God for the chance to walk agaih,obe who has always walked
probably has never praised God that they could do whatsotlould not do. Perhaps you have
not thanked God for a place to sleep at night. A horeglesson would love to have a nice warm
bed and a hot meal instead of sleeping in the rain. pey@u have forgotten to thank God for
your good health, and now it is being taken away from yaluyan wish you could have it back.
God gives us more than we think every day. We need to thanKdtiall He does. This glorifies
God and puts you in the right frame of mind as to how yeutarpray. List some of God’s
present blessings. You may find yourself running out of roonmagsse another sheet if you

have to, but praise God for all He has and is doing far yo
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David’s Future Blessings

“For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as
with a shield.”—Psalms 5:12

David’s safety was found in the Lord. He knew that God d@livays protect him from
harm as long as he followed His commandments. Hecavalident that God would protect him
and all those who would trust in His salvation. If yountv&od to get you out of the mire you
are in, you will have to be “righteous” so that this d@na promise to you. Now, no one is
righteous of themselves. God’s word is very clear twlusn it says/As it is written, There is
none righteous, no, not one2—Romans 3:10No one can tell God that they are righteous
because of what THEY have done for HifBut we are all as an unclean thing, and all our
righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade aseaft and our iniquities, like the
wind, have taken us away.”—lsaiah 64.6

How then does one become righteous? We have to hanv&ns taken away and God’s
righteousness imputed (put on; given) to us. We have tetattee righteousness of God as our
only source of righteousnestfven as David also describeth the blessedness of the man,
unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, Saying, IBssed are they whose
iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. BE=d is the man to whom the Lord

will not impute sin.”—Romans 4:6-8

“Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose @ncovered. Blessed is the
man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whosespirit there is no guile...{5}
| acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have lat hid. | said, | will confess my
transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the inigity of my sin. Selah.—Psalms
32:1-2, 5

“And he shewed me Joshua the high priest standing before éhangel of the LORD,
and Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. And the.ORD said unto Satan, The
LORD rebuke thee, O Satan; even the LORD that hath choseJerusalem rebuke thee: is
not this a brand plucked out of the fire? Now Joshua was clo#d with filthy garments, and
stood before the angel. And he answered and spake unto tho$et stood before him,

saying, Take away the filthy garments from him. And unto himhe said, Behold, | have
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caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and | will clotk thee with change of raiment. And |
said, Let them set a fair mitre upon his head. So they seat fair mitre upon his head, and
clothed him with garments. And the angel of the LORD stoothy.”—Zechariah 3:1-5

“My little children, these things write | unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righdas:"—1 John 2:1

Understand that Jesus Christ is THE RIGHTEOUS ones ldar advocate, our defender
in the sight of God. God will defend all those that gheirt trust in Him. Those who trust in
themselves that they are righteous are not righteousarbudead in their own sing-or they
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establistheir own
righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the riglousness of God. 4 For Christ is
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that beheth.”—Romans 10:3-4Don’'t be

ignorant. No one is righteous because of what theyegleryone must submit themselves to the
righteousness of God and accept that as their only sobtirgghteousness.

Secondly, after you have been MADE RIGHTEOUS, you BISRIGHTEOUS.And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, @en as he is pure~1 John 3:3

“Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth riglheousness is righteous,
even as he is righteous™1 John 3:7

Those that are righteous (by the imputed righteousnesshoét) will seek to live a
righteous life. In both of these verses, we find ttie subject Christian IS PURE or IS
RIGHTEOUS. That speaks to the righteousness of Godriegbanto them. Their sins have been
forgiven and they are now righteous in the sight of Gddwever, that does not mean that
everything you do is an act of righteousness. Thereffoese same verses tell us that we who are
pure will purify ourselves (in this life) and will do righdgusness (in this life). The first part of 1
John 3:3,7 speaks of us living a pure and righteous life, winlesécond part of 1 John 3:3,7
speaks of the righteousness of Christ given to us beaauser trust in Him (spiritually
speaking).

“For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as
with a shield.” Therefore, going back to Psalms 5:12, we find that Gdtdoleiss those who are
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righteous. All those who trust in Him are righteous imkand God will bless those Christians
who are walking after His commandmeriié.ye love me, keep my commandments:=John
14:15

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hangd, ye sinners;
and purify your hearts, ye double minded.—James 4:8If you want God’s future blessings,
you will have to clean up your life and do what you knowigét by God. If you do not, then
you have no right to think that God has any obligatiohléss you, for you have not taken Him
seriously and have not believed His Word when He toldtgaapent of your sins.

Summary

In closing, if you want God to bless you and help you dwtoar financial crisis, it is
going to take a lot of effort on your part. You are gomdpave to trust that God can handle your
problem and fix your mess. Trusting and believing means agpiag that which you believe. If
you believe God, then you must believe His promisesjfammli believe His promises, then you
must act on that which you know. He promised that if ylearcup your life and seek Him with
your whole heart, He will bless you and guide you. Henged that if you put Him first in all
things and follow His biblical commandments and prirespHe will bring you to a place that is
safe for you and your family. Following Satan’s path we&fd you to destruction, but following
God’s will lead you to a safe haven—a haven of rest.

“Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and asér the old paths,
where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find sé for your souls. But they
said, We will not walk therein."—Jeremiah 6:16 What is it going to be? Will you seek the
Lord and walk in His paths, or will you seek your own way and never experience the
salvation of God? The choice is up to you. You must seslks&lvation and then be patient and
wait upon it.“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be agy; and they shall walk, and
not faint.” —Isaiah 40:31

Edison, Thomas. 1990. An Enemy Called Averagehn L. Mason, p.55, retrieved 30 April 20b&p://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Thomas_Edison

47




\:éi/a/ofgﬂ, @ix
\@é/f, (Wé \f CZ(Z{%C fon

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be contentitiv such things as
ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsakthee.—Hebrews 13:5

Addictions can come in any shape or form. Some get &didiot physical substances and
others get addicted to things in their mind. The main battligghting an addiction is fought
within the mind and heart of a person. Take for exantpdefallowing verse;l beseech you,
brethren, (ye know the house of Stephanas, that it is thfestfruits of Achaia, and that they
have addicted themselves to the ministry of the saints,)”4-Corinthians 16:15We find that

the family, or “house” of Stephanas was “addicted’ri ninistry of the saints. This was a good
addiction. This was an addiction that every one of usildhbave. Therefore, we see that
addictions can be either a good thing or a bad thing. Tlee ttimg that is seen is that Stephanas
and his household were not addicted to anything physical, kkéstance, but instead we find
that they had a good addiction in their minds and hearts.

The first step to being addicted to something, whether pHysigasychological, is you
must first try it out the first time. Then you tryatsecond time, then the third. Pretty soon you
have a taste, an appetite, or a hunger to do it agam g¥t to the point that you do it so much
that you now have formed a habit of doing it and preitnst becomes a part of who you are. It
“cleaves to you” as the Psalmist David wrote in Psalms3101.:

In the context of our financial spending, this author k&dinst-hand that credit card
spending can become an addiction. Buying things that yo& cmald afford, but no longer can
afford can become a hard habit to break. This author usepetad a lot of money shopping.
Every week, | used to go to the mall and go shopping. hivl®king for anything in particular,
but just to pass the time. This became such a habit tiichinot realize until later | was addicted.
There came a time when | did not make the money ¢ omade, but | still went shopping and |
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went into credit card debt to do it. My spending excdedw income every week. All this
happened because | was addicted to spending money. Whendiheards finally reached their
limit, | came to the realization that | would have topsdoing what | was doing no matter what
and that | needed to make some serious changes in nmyléfes

| made a budget and stuck with it. | then tried to pay downcradit cards and live
within my means. | created more financial pressure fosetfiybecause | went into debt. It
became a snowball that overtook me, but | always man@gpay my bills no matter what. That
was a turning point in my life. | started to realize theaning of our verse in Hebrews 13:5.
“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be contentitiw such things as ye
have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsakthee."—Hebrews 13:5

| was a covetous person and discontent with what Goel gvin life. My covetousness
led me into having an addiction of spending money that Indit even have. There are some
people who are addicted to spending and shopping for thiigsis the subject and crux of this
chapter. It is scriptural teaching that God’s children use flmances wisely and not to spend it
on things that would dishonor Him. We are to make w#ieation of the resources God gives

us and honor Him in all we do.

Breaking the addiction of spending is like breaking anyeotaddiction. Jesus said,
“Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.—Matthew 17:21 There are two

and possible three major steps in getting rid of an addicthe first is by taking the first step of

praying and fastingPraying is you talking to God. Specifically in this cageu are asking God

for His help in getting rid of this habit. You are asking Honwisdom and guidance as to what
to do. You are asking God to do the impossible. He musttéa you cannot dd'/And Jesus
said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily | say nto you, If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remowence to yonder place; and

it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you-=-Matthew 17:20

Jesus never told us to climb any mountains. Often we tlmekare climbing mountains
in Christianity. However, Jesus told us to remove thentaons. The only way to remove a
mountain is through faith. God is on the other sidehaf imountain of sin. Sin separates you
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from God. God is big enough to move any mountain you haatestands in the way of your
fellowship with Him. He wants you to have faith as Braa a grain of a mustard seed.

Have you ever seen a plant growing up in a rocky environntieat?azes me, but a plant
can grow up in the middle of a rocky environment and thevenito | have seen plants growing
through the black pavement of a street and separaterélaet. $tbelieve this is the analogy Jesus
gives us. A simple little seed can grow to be a giamt. That plant can move giant objects. A
plant can only get its life from God, and the sowethefseed must have faith in God that it will
grow when he plants it. It only takes a mustard seeddduge a large mustard tree that can
remove a mountain for you! It is a work of God thati y@nnot do, and always remember that a
tree does not usually grow over night unless God reallysnvaito. “He hath made every thing
beautiful in his time: also he hath set the world in the heart, so that no man can find out
the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end.“—Ecclesiastes 3:11

The second step in overcoming an addiction is to makesgtiuaccountable to someone
you trust. Perhaps your wife, husband, teacher, pastmdf or counselor can help you. In any
case, you must not only trust him/her, but you must alscepyourself in total subjection to
them. They must become an authority in your life so thay can keep track of what you are
doing. They must be able to see your credit card statentersee if you have been spending,
your credit score to see if you have had any newitcaedounts, and so forth. You need to make
yourself accountable to someone that can help Y@onfess your faults one to another, and
pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectualresnt prayer of a righteous
man availeth much.—James 5:16

One other thing you must do along those lines is thatngast nail shut any open door
that might be there to tempt you. For instance, bynatig yourself to be totally transparent in
everything you do and allowing others to monitor you, you ledfeetively taken the first step in
shutting the door and nailing it tightAnd lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glor, for ever. Amen.—Matthew
6:13. The other thing is to not allow yourself to be placedrmy situation where you can be
tempted. Set up walls and barriers, checks and balangesiiriife in order to keep you from
being tempted in the first plac&nter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way
of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and passaway.”—Proverbs 4:14-15
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The third major step in conquering your addiction is to seelkygmunsel. You should
go to the pastor of your local New Testament church akdhan for counsel. A good pastor
should be able to counsel you effectively and help you t@ygr your addictions. We are in a
spiritual war and fight temptation every dégf-or the weapons of our warfare are not carnal,
but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)—2 Corinthians 104. A good

pastor can help keep you accountable, help you find the redspgou are addicted and help
you take measures to spiritually combat your fleshly tengpt® “For by wise counsel thou
shalt make thy war: and in multitude of counsellors theres safety.—Proverbs 24:6

| have found that the majority of people | deal wibkually go to some secular
psychiatrist first for their addictions. That is theowg place to start. They will give you a bad
foundation of knowledge to start from. A good foundat®ra biblical foundation and Godly
counsel is always better than man’s counSehere are many devices in a man's heart;

nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, that shall stand-*Proverbs 19:21You can never go

wrong with trusting God and seeking out His counsel. fidut seek ye first the kingdom of
God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall bdded unto you.—Matthew 6:33

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own
understanding.”—Proverbs 3:5 If you are addicted to spending money that you do nat bav
using a credit card even when you have money, then | teaehcourage you to admit your
faults to someone as it is said in James 5:16. To confeass to admit. Confess your faults to
someone you trust and make him/her hold you accountabloioractions. Shut the door to
your temptation and change your habits. Replace the ditishaith new and better ones that
will keep you from spending money you do not have. Do noigbhudgment upon yourself. If
you continue to spend money you do not have, you willlgntike | did and creating financial
pressure on your life that will not go away until yoapsspending and start paying. One person
said, “If your outgo exceeds your income, your upkeep wilydgr downfall.” That is a very
true statement. Do not let your addiction bring you intarambondage, and unneeded self-

induced stress.

Pray and fast from spending on the credit card. Fastiletisg the flesh die off so that
the spirit may live. You are placing your flesh undemtool rather than letting your flesh control
you through its desire. You allow the desires of the squrite fulfilled when the flesh is placed
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under subjection. Your addiction will never go away if yaep feeding your fleshly desires.
The more you feed your carnal desires, the more youwwait. However, when you fast from it,
there will come a point when you will have starved out ttlesire long enough that it will
eventually die out. You will develop disgust for that desinee you have allowed the Spirit to
take over your line of thinking. When you place your fléshsubjection to the Spirit, your
spiritual life will begin to bear much fruitBut the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temgpee: against such there is no
law. And they that are Christ's have crucified the fleshwith the affections and lusts. If we
live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.—Galatians 5:22-25

However, be careful not to go back to the old habitrag&hen the unclean spirit is
gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking resind findeth none. Then he
saith, | will return into my house from whence | cameout; and when he is come, he findeth
it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and takethitiwv himself seven other spirits
more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwellhere: and the last state of that man
is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto ih wicked generation.—Matthew
12:43-45 When you have gotten rid of your desire to fulfill thaldiction, be careful not to go
back and do it. It becomes worst for you and harder toigjetf than the first time. The more
you commit that sin the more your heart will becomedéaed to it. You will get to a point to
where you will keep doing it and your heart will be sedhthat you think it is not a sin any
more. You will begin to sin presumptuously. You will sé%od will forgive me, and He
understands what | am going througtKeep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins;
let them not have dominion over me: then shall | be uprightand | shall be innocent from
the great transgression.—Psalms 19:13

My friend, if you get to that point, you are living imsRemember, you are not to climb
a mountain of sin, but you are to have it removed forlyp faith. If you are doing the work, you
will fail miserably, but if God does it, you can only saed. If you are struggling in this area,
then now is the time to act. Do not wait. God’s $@hall not always strive with man. Pray right
now. Start your fast right now. Call your accountapiptartner right now. Confess your faults
right now to him/her. Call your pastor right now. Bgnize that it is a sin before a holy God.
Make yourself accountable and close any door that youtbas@mmitting this sin.
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Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be contentitiv such things as
ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsakthee.—Hebrews 13:5

Question and Answer:

1. What are Christians supposed to be according to Hebrews 13:5?

2. How are we supposed to get rid of an addiction?

. and

* Make yourself
* Seek Godly

3. What is a “presumptuous sin"?

4. If your exceeds your , your will be

your
5. What is an addiction?

6. What did Jesus tell us in regards to mountains thadl statfhe way of us and God’s will

for our lives?

7. How much faith does it take to move a mountain?

8. How does one form an addiction?

9. What is fasting?
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“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep'sothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.—Matthew 7:15

There is a very popular false doctrine going around in Araetoday that has been
popularized by some charismatic televangelists. This fdlsctrine is called the “Name-it,
Claim-it” scam. A preacher will get on television and #agt if you send him your money, he
will send you something in return that he prayed overs @npinted with oil. It may be a rag,
cloth, anointing oil, a bottle of “holy” water, a alma, or anything else. That is supposed to bring
you good luck and your prayers for wealth or healing are sggptm come true. They also might
send you mail to this effect. People like Oral Robertshitdo They might get on the television
and say something like this, “There is a grandmothetrare who has cancer. She is watching
this show. God wants her to give her life savings to usHndiill give her double of what she
had.” Then every grandmother who watches this shovkghihat they are the one they are
talking about.“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousress, and
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost>—Romans 14:17God’s kingdom is not about temporal
things like wealth that benefit the flesh, but abouritsial things that benefit the soul.

These people are scam artists and false prophets, @atyiag to use your own fears to
sell you an expensive bottle of water or cloth or whaté@vis. These people misuse and abuse
the Christian religion for their own wealth and gdiany will say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name haweast out devils? and in
thy name done many wonderful works? And then will | profess unto them, | never knew

you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” —Matthew 7:22-23

“Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran grelly after the
error of Balaam for reward, and perished in the gainsaying oCore.”—Jude 1:11
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“For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while eme coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves througlwith many sorrows.”—1
Timothy 6:10 At the heart of what these people want is a grepdyt. They live off your hard
earned money. It is not a good investment to inveshimpeless prayer from some false prophet.
But you say, “Where do they think they get the authoatga this from in the Bible?” There is
one passage in the Bible that they usually use. We staatliee this passage and see where they
take it out of context.

“And God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul: Sohat from his body
were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs or aprons, andhe diseases departed from them,
and the evil spirits went out of them.—Acts 19:11-12 God wrought SPECIAL MIRACLES
by Paul. This means that no other Apostle was perfornhieget miracles except him. God used
Paul in a mighty and very special way. He is not upegple today in the same manner. Those
miracles were for a transition period in history ahlf@he Apostolic Age.” The Jews had been
living under the Mosaic Law for thousands of years.eHeomes Jesus and the Apostles
preaching grace. God has always saved people by grace and ttivewgitedding of the blood,
but it was the blood of Jesus that finalized any andealish Law. Jesus fulfilled the Law of

God and no more work had to be done.

In order to show the Jews that this was the mes$agesod was now preaching, God
allowed His apostles to preach with miracles followiBgce only God could perform a miracle,
this was supposed to convince the person that God was apprdving message they were
preaching.“And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord weking with them,
and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.—Mark 16:2Q However, once the
Apostles died off, so also did the miracles. Once theg, that started the time period by which
the Bible became our “More sure word of prophecyWe have also a more sure word of
prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto alit that shineth in a dark
place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in youréarts:"—2 Peter 1:19

We live in an age where there is no open vision for us, as it was in the time of
Samuel.“And the child Samuel ministered unto the LORD beforeEli. And the word of the
LORD was precious in those days; there was no open visior=1 Samuel 3:1We live in an
age where there are no more prophets_that fotéeNVord of God, but they tell forthe Word
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of God.“We see not our signs: there is no more any prophet: neithes there among us any
that knoweth how long."—Psalms 74:90ne day, there will be an age of open vision forellsra
again, but this is not that time yet. That will happenrduthe Tribulation period as described in
the book of Revelation when there will be two prophetsclarming God’'s Word to Israel
(Revelation 11:1-13).

We have no prophets today that are performing miradiabete were, they certainly
would not be begging you for your money. Nowhere in the laddcts or the rest of the Word
of God will you find a prophet or Apostle begging for moneyider to perform a miracle. The
Word of God and the Holy Spirit is not supposed to be Ketaxd” as it is today. It is supposed
to exalt the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior so that othayssee and believe.

Be wary of these false prophets. Get your doctrine ftbenWord of God. Because
getting out of debt is something that honors God, then askf@ His help in allowing you to
work for your money so that you can earn your way ottt &sk God to help you to follow the
principles of this book so that you can honor God in wimat earn and how you spend your

money. Never allow your life to be driven by your fedmst by the love of God.

Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep'sothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.—Matthew 7:15

Question and Answer:

1. What was the “age” in which the Apostles lived in wheeytwrought miracles?

2. What was the purpose of performing miracles?

3. What is the one thing the false prophets want from gday?

4. What are some of the things people try to sell youd®ioto prey upon your fears?
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“And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, latelycome from ltaly,
with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commadhed all Jews to depart from
Rome:) and came unto them. And because he was of the samaftc he abode with them,
and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers.Z—Acts 18:2-3

If you are going to pay down your debt, you are going t@ tawvork hard. This chapter
covers some ways that you can use to pay down your delohaybe give you some ideas about
making some extra money. First, let me just say tleaetls no easy way out of debt. It is going
to take a lot of hard work and elbow grease. Far too maaplpavaste their living on the
supposed easy way out and they never see any fruit frdilngte are some ways that people try
to make money, but it dishonors God. If you are goingawe financial success, then you must
do it God’'s way. You are not a true success in life snigsu are honoring God. The only
success that matters is your character and how Godysae¥ou do not do yourself or your
family any good by getting money dishonestly.

One way NOT to make money is gambling. | know a lot afpte who like to play the
lottery or play BINGO. They take what God has giveenthas resources and they gamble with
it. Gambling is dishonoring to God and most people comdosats from it. The Casino is not a
place for a Christian to be. Some investments arsidered gambling. There are two types of
investments. There are long term investments and shontibvestments. Usually the long term
investments will involve little to no risk of you losing ahitg. It is usually a win-win situation.
The only thing is that you might have to wait ten oemty years for your investment to fully
mature and give you the yields you desire. Short termtimezgs however, usually involve high
risk gambling that can go either way. You can either adat of money in a short time, or lose
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more than you hoped. Either way, Christians shouldsaek to invest their money in high risk
ventures to gain short term results. This may or maywark out for you, but it is still
considered a form of gambling and you should steer away ifroGo for the safer investments
that will give you higher results over a long period mhe and involve little to no risk.
Government Bonds are an example of long term, litled risk investing. Investing in the Stock
Market is an example high risk, short term gambliite that hasteth to be rich hath an euvil

eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon hinx*=Proverbs 28:22
Hard Work Always Pays Off!

“For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, dh if any would not

work, neither should he eat.>—2 Thessalonians 3:10rhe Word of God teaches us that we

should work for a living. We should find something we likedb, are good at, or anything that
can get us by and do it. There are a lot of people todaydemot wish to work, but still want to
eat. They think it is the Government’s job to feed th&trere are people in this world who will
work harder at not working than they would if they adjualould have used their creativity in
finding a decent job. While welfare is designed to helpfgeewho have a real need, there are a
lot of people who abuse it. If you are a Christian arelon welfare, and you have the ability to
work, but will not, then shame on you. You are drainimg economy down and using precious
taxpayer money to be a lazy bum! You ought to get up g find a decent jolyThe soul of

the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul oftte diligent shall be made fat.=—
Proverbs 13:4

“In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou réurn unto the ground; for
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dustshalt thou return.” —Genesis
3:19. Hard work has been lost in this country. If you wantnecke money and pay off your debt
then there is no way around it, you must get a job amdkwl aking the “easy way out” never
works. Gambling can never make you money. In the end ybhalways come out the loser.
Hard work however, will always make you a winner. Rdrthe curse than man has to bear is
that they must work hard if they want to eat. Those ate lazy will surely come to waritle
becometh poor that dealeth with a slack hand: but the handf the diligent maketh rich.”—
Proverbs 10:4

58




Creativity

“The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; liuof every one that is

hasty only to want.—Proverbs 21:5Sometimes in order to make your living you will hage t
get creative. There are a lot of ways you can make mondhe side of having your primary
job. In fishing, you want to put more than one line diaving three or four lines can get you
more fish in a shorter period of time. That is whag iike with making money. If you have three
or four lines in the water aside from what you are doinmamily, those lines have a better
chance of making you money than if you did not throw tleemthere. You can get creative and
figure out ways to sell things that would help you to pay ydig bff faster.

For instance, you can get an Ebay, or an Ebid accounselhdome things that others
might like. Take a look at those two websites and dast wthers are selling. You could sell all
kinds of things if you allow your mind to be creative.ofmer thing you could do is sell books
on Amazon.com. There are a lot of old books, textbpakd other things that people would buy
from you. You can find these old books lying around your housgard sales, and just about
anywhere books are sold. You can also try to buy theolesale and resell them at a marked
price. You could also try washing cars for people you knoawyimg their lawns and building a
customer base with that. You can sell Mary Kay, AvemTupperware products.

Try not to get into some pyramid scam. There ard aflthings like AMWAY that have
a pyramid base. They sell the product to you and get ysaltthe products. Anything you sell
gives them a commission. The more people they haliegsahd working, the less they have to
work. | personally never got involved in these kinds ofilesses and felt as if they were
ungodly. At the very least they can ruin a lot oéfidships if you are not careful about it. | will
leave that up to you to decide. Let every man be convinded own mind.

You can also try to get a Newspaper route going. Manylpdwve done well handing
out Newspapers. You can also get a CDL license and mok firiving job. There are many
public school buses and truck companies that need drivieese &re a lot of things that you can
do to earn money. The more you do, the more money gaur@ake. Just make sure that you
always honor God in all that you do and make time fan.FH8pend time with Him in devotions
and in church. Do not get too busy for God or He may takikaway.
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Initiative

“Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall stat@fore kings; he shall not

stand before mean men~—Proverbs 22:29 One of the things you are going to need is

initiative. You are going to have to make it happen faurgelf. Do not think that a job is going
to fall right into your lap. Do not think that monesygoing to fall out from the sky. Those things
just do not happen. You are going to have to take the iméisdi go and look for a job. You are
going to have to do research for yourself in orderinid the necessary resources to make an
honest living. While you are working, you should take tiigative in your job and be the one
who cleans up when others are slacking off. You shalkid initiative and be the first one to do
what is good and right even when others mock you.

Doing this honors God and will help you get a promotion quidkmployers look to see
who is working and who is not. They look to see who gmesthemselves casually and who is
professional. They look to see if you took the initiativgyet a haircut, groom yourself and dress
properly. They look to see if you are early or if yoa kte to work. You cannot be a slacker and
think that God is going to hand you money on a silver plafteu have to take the initiative to
make it happen.

Reliability

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a man be found &ithful.” —1 Corinthians
4:2. In having and keeping a job, or in anything else you enddavdo to earn money, it is
important that you become very reliable. There hava peeple who | wanted to hire so | could
help them earn some money, but they were unreliable awlltdl not count on them. No
employer is going to want you around if they cannot countoanto show up to work on time, if
you do not do the work you are supposed to do, or if youalvays trying to skip work. It
dishonors God and yourself when you show up late for wockaways have an excuse for
doing so. It is a bad testimony as a Christian if yonpleyer does not feel he can rely on you to
do a good job and to be there to do it. If you want to madmeey and pay down your bills, you

must become a reliable person or you will fail at exengteavor.
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In summary, if you are going to make any money thengbisg to be up to you to figure
out how to do it. Some ideas were mentioned, but therecountless other ways you can earn
money to help pay your bills. Take the initiative to stBriay and ask for God to reveal to you
what He would have you do. You would be surprised that wbarpyay, God would put an idea
in your head for you to investigate. However, be caréfat it comes from God and not from
another spirit. If it goes against Bible principles tlites ungodly and should not be considered.
Whatever you do, make sure you do the best job you possibhland be a good testimony for

Jesus Christ.

Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but tle soul of the diligent
shall be made fat.“—Proverbs 13:4

Question and Answer:

1. If we are to eat, what does God command us to do?

2. What was one curse that God gave to man when Adam simtieel Garden?

3. What are the four things you will need to be if you goéng to make money?

a.

b
C.
d

CRITICAL THINKING:

What are some creative ways that you can think of lseidypu can do in order to make money,

or to find a job?
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“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multiide of counsellors there is
safety.”—Proverbs 11:14

“And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for vy | say unto you, If ye
have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto thisountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impodde unto you."—Matthew
17:20 It is important to get out of debt. However, yourtdeight seem like it is too great of a
mountain to move, or too huge of a pit to climb outwdfjchever way you choose to look at it.
Either way, it is going to take a lot of hard work andgrate in order to do it. Part of getting out
of debt is to be wise about what you are doing. | wolde 10 suggest that after you get done
reading this book, you should immediately read a bookutlgoa Dave Ramsey called'tie
Total Money Makeoveér.In his book, Dave Ramsey explains in more detail conagriine
principle that | am about to give you in this chapteledal“The Debt Snowball Principle.”

This is a principle that works and will allow you to gett of debt very fast. If you are
wise, you will run the figures on your own debt and see loowy it will take you to get out of it.
Drawing up your own timeline will allow you to visualiteand encourage you to stick with the

timeline. So how does the debt snowball principle work?

First, you need to decide that you will stop using youriteatds and start living within
a cash budget. Once you have committed to that, younedtl to establish an emergency cash
fund of one thousand dollars. This is a fund to only bel usereal emergencies. Christmas,
anniversaries, weddings, and so forth are not considenedgencies and therefore your fund
will not be used for those things. Once you have estadidi your one thousand dollar emergency
fund, the next step is the fun part—paying off your crealitis one by one until they are gone.
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Here is how it works. First, you pay off your smallesedit card balance. Use the
minimum payment for all other debt owed, but pump as nmehey as you can into that one
credit card or debt that is your smallest debt. Aftar gave paid that off, take all the money you
pumped into that debt and pump it into the next smalldst i1 have, adding to the minimum
payment you pay for it regularly. Keep doing that with gwiéebt you have, starting from the
smallest and ending at the largest. You will find thairydebt will be paid off in a relatively
short period of time. Below is a basic diagram to hiélgtrate what it would look like:

Date: January 1, 2011

Type Amount | Min. Payment Amount PajJd Due Date Preg®ayoff Date

Car $12,000 $264.00 $659.00 18" October-November 2013

Credit 3 $8,00d $220.00 $395.00 12" March —April 2013

Credit 2 $2,00( $75.00 $175.00 1% March —April 2012

Credit 1 $500 $35.00 $100.00 5" June § 2011
Figure 9-1

Notice on the chart what happened. We started by payingthemehe minimum due on
the smallest credit card balance, which was $500.00. If gnwafford to do this on your smallest
credit card then do it. In five months, this creditdcavas paid off. In the mean time, the
minimum was still being paid on the other credit cardstt®& balances of those credit cards
were being reduced as well during that whole time. Nexttomk the one hundred dollars and
added it to the seventy five dollars minimum paymenthernext smallest debt. By doing this,
the pay off was faster. Since during that five months lgave already paid $375.00 to credit
card #2 ($75.00 x 5 months) the balance became $1,625 ($2000-$375% rsitehi$175.00
would pay off the balance of $1625.00 in 9.29 Months ($1625 / $175.00= 9.29).

Again, during that 9 month period (plus the five previous mofitdra paying off credit
card #1), your other debts are still being paid their minmbalances. Therefore, at the end of
nine months, your next smallest debt (Credit card #3) halle been reduced to $4,920.00
($220.00 x 14 months = $3,080.00, and $8,000.00-$3,080.00 =$4,920.00). When you add the
$175.00 payment to your minimum payment of $220.00, you get a total paght395.00 that
you are now using to pay off your debt per month. At thiie it would take 12 months or so.
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Your last figure is your car which was $12,000 when you staAethe time you will
have paid off Credit Card #3 you now have paid enough ongaruto reduce it to $5,136.00.
Now that you are using all the minimum payments to payair last debt ($659.00), it won't
take but a few months for you to say good bye to it ardebe free.

Now that you understand the debt snowball principle, slhould take a moment and
draw out all of your debt onto a table as | have doniggure 9-1. Work it out mathematically
and see how the debt snowball will work for you. Ses lomg it will take to pay off your debts
based upon the figures and see if there is any more nymuegould be putting down on your
debt to reduce the time it would take. Use figure 9-2 to do thge a calculator if necessary.

Date:

Type Amount | Min. Payment Amount Pajd Due Date Preg®ayoff Date

Figure 9-2

The figures used in Figure 9-1 do not count interest apprddiatthe loans. You may
take that into account as well when you run your figuAdso keep in mind that getting a
consolidated loan to pay off your debt hardly ever wofrkss will breed more debt in the future.
Using this method allows you to gain a healthy hatrediétt and appreciate the pay off more.
Remember, use your budget to help you see if there is areymmmey you can be using toward
your goal, and make sure you establish your emergency fustdRiefer back to this table once
you have established it, to stay encouraged in paying dowrdgdtir You will be debt free in no
time and that mountain will not seem so high, nor gitaso deep. There is hope!
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Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multiide of counsellors there is
safety.”—Proverbs 11:14

Question and Answer:

1. What principle does the author suggest you use in paying offdebts?

2. Which book does the author suggest you read that wilaexthie Debt Snowball

Principle in detail?

3. What is the first step in using the Debt Snowball Epie?

4. What is the second thing you must do in the Debt SndWwiialciple?

5. What is the third thing you must do in the Debt Snowbatidiyle?

6. What usually happens when people get debt consolidatiaa?oa

CRITICAL THINKING:

When running the figures through the debt snowball chaRigure 9-2, does this seem like a
feasible way to pay down your debt? How long will it takel is this the best method to use?

How will being debt free affect your life?
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“A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's childrenand the wealth of the
sinner is laid up for the just."—Proverbs 13:22

Getting old is a natural part of life. We do not oftemk about it, but one day we will
pass on and will leave behind a memory for others tomémae us by. The Bible teaches us this
principle and tells us that we need to leave behind aniiahee for our children and even to our
grandchildren. Most people, if they leave behind any inhedait is only to their children.
Some people will leave behind debt for others to pay. évew the Bible gives a clear command
for us to do what is right and lay up money or someritdre in store for our children and their
children. It is important that you start to make a plaw. Plan for your retirement, and for your
children’s inheritance. You cannot do this while you areigetlebt. Pay off your debts and
invest wisely for your future so that you can leave behindipioms for your family long after

you are passed away.
Retirement

“And Moses was an hundred and twenty years old when he dle his eye was not
dim, nor his natural force abated.—Deuteronomy 34:.70ne principle to learn is that of

retirement. The Bible tells us that Moses’ naturatéowas not abated. | think God said that
because Moses was the exception to the majority Mdst people get weak as they get older.
Their health fails them, they cannot walk, they cardote, or they cannot work. In any case,
your natural force is going to probably fade by the time g@uabout sixty or seventy years of
age, and perhaps even sooner than that. With thatitssdmportant that you lay up money in

store for your retirement years so that you can Imaweey for things like medicine, groceries,

rent, or anything else that is necessary.
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How to Divide the lnherttance

“Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hephehe son of Gilead, the
son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasds the son of Joseph: and
these are the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hagl and Milcah, and Tirzah.
2And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priesind before the princes and all
the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregati, saying, 30ur father
died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company afém that gathered themselves
together against the LORD in the company of Korah; but died inhis own sin, and had no
sons. 4Why should the name of our father be done away from amongHamily, because he
hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the hren of our father. 5And
Moses brought their cause before the LORD.

6And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, 7The daughters of [dphehad speak
right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an inherit@® among their father's
brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of theirdther to pass unto them. 8And thou
shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man éi, and have no son, then ye shall
cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter. 9Andhie have no daughter, then ye shall
give his inheritance unto his brethren. 10And if he have nbrethren, then ye shall give his
inheritance unto his father's brethren. 11And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall
give his inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to hinof his family, and he shall possess
it: and it shall be unto the children of Israel a statuteof judgment, as the LORD
commanded Moses“-Numbers 27:1-11

When the daughters of Zelophehad came to Moses vathgloblem, God’s desire was
that every Israelite would hear and understand this@wd said that when a man does leave an
inheritance, that there is a certain order he should pave it to his family. | bring this up
because it would do away with so much fighting aftenam dies. So many people fight over
who gets the inheritance of the one who passed awayhandishonors the person who died.
They care more about the possessions than the péteamver, by bringing in the law of God,
there is no question as to who should get it and who shotild n
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When to Leave the Inheribance

“An inheritance may be gotten hastily at the beginning; but tle end thereof shall not
be blessed.*~—Proverbs 20:21 Another principle of leaving behind an inheritance isriake

sure you do not give it out early before you die. Doing thay cause your children to spend it
unwisely. When you leave this earth and go to be with God,will have nothing to leave
behind and the family will not remember that you alreadyeghem their inheritance. Giving
out your inheritance early brings only short term ahdrtslived results. The inheritance will
give you a long lasted memory if you wait to give it afier your death. This is done through
your last will and testament. You should have a waldyeto go, especially if you feel you are

going to pass on soon.

We find the results of this in Luke 15:11-32, in the story & phodigal son. Jesus
showed how the one son wasted his substance on riotngs dind had nothing left. The other
son was ungrateful and the memory of the inheritance shart-lived. It is so very important
that we follow God’s Word in everything, especially in Hrea of our finances because we want

our legacy to be a good one.
Set Your House in Order

“In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophdsaiah the son of
Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the LOR, Set thine house in order; for
thou shalt die, and not live.—2 Kings 20:1 In 2 Kings 20:1 and in Isaiah 38:1, we find that
God commanded Hezekiah to set his house in order bebausas going to die and not live. It
is important that you set your house in order before yeuYbou should get a last will and
testament drawn up from the attorney. You should make ygur life insurance is paid up and
write down how you want to use it. God’s desire foraughat before we die, that our loved ones
and our funeral costs and their inheritance is all takea of and in order. | have seen people die
without having their house in order. They leave no wallilee state decides who gets what. They
leave no provision for the burial, so they end up gettregnated. You can honor God, even in
your death when you make the right preparations beforeligou
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Review and Self Study:
Memory Verse:

“A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's childrenand the wealth of the

sinner is laid up for the just."—Proverbs 13:22

Question and Answer:

1.

According to the Bible, to how many generations shouldeaed an inheritance to?

What usually happens to us when we get old?

Why should we try to lay up money for retirement?

What should you do before laying up money for retirement?

What portion of Scripture teaches us how our inherit@te be divided up?

When should we give out our inheritance and why?

What should we do before we die in order to make sureuoerdl costs are cared for

and our family is provided for?

What document should we have ready to go before wediat people will

understand what our last wishes are?

What happened when the father in Luke chapter fifteen gat/the inheritance to his

sons early?
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“A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; and a man of understanding shall
attain unto wise counsels:>—Proverbs 1:5

This book is not the end to all financial counseling bodl®wvever, it is meant to give
you a good, fundamental working knowledge of how to manage money in a Christ-
honoring way. This book presented to you the basic prexipf financial management, and
what God’s Word has to say about it. | pray that you pvéictice the wisdom given to you in
this book and make application of God’s Word to your Bed saved you, He loves you and He
will never forsake you. You should have enough faith in Hnaltow Him to take control of
your financial situation and allow Him to dictate to yloam His Word how to conduct your
financial life. Trusting Him in this area is a very hanthg to do, but if you do it, your faith will
be increased. God will always come through. He will gsveneet your needs and take care of
you as long as you are honoring Him in everything you gway for God to richly bless you.
My prayer is that your life will be filled with His goodss, provisions, and love as you trust Him

with your finances.

70




C%’;//?aym/o@

. Ramsey, Dave: The Total Money Makeqgv@ihomas Nelson Publishing; Nashville, TN;
©2003, 2007, 2009 by Dave Ramsey

. Callaway, Phil:_Making Life Rich Without Any Money, Findintpy in What Really
Matters Harvest House Publishers; Eugene, OR; © 1998 by Phil Callaway

. Rush, Myron: _God’'s Business, Balancing Faith and the oBwotiLing Cook

Communications; Colorado Springs , CO; © 2002 by Myron Rush

71




This Page Intentionally Left Blank

This Page Intentionally Left Blank



